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Introduction to the day 
A house divided against itself cannot stand. Jesus makes this observation in light of charges that 
he is possessed. He is possessed, not by a demon, but by the Holy Spirit. We who have received 
the Holy Spirit through baptism have been joined to Christ’s death and resurrection and knit 
together in the body of Christ. Those with whom we sing and pray this day are Jesus’ family. 
With them we go forth in peace to do the will of God. 
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WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
the God of manna, 
the God of miracles, 
the God of mercy. 
Amen. 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
God, our provider, 
help us. 
It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 
We question your ways when they differ from the ways 
of the world in which we live. 
We turn to our own understanding 
rather than trusting in you. 
We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 
Turn us again to you. 
Where else can we turn? 
Share with us the words of eternal life 
and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 
Beloved people of God: 
in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
you are fed and nourished. 
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 
there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 
you are shown God’s mercy: 
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (isometric) (ELW 504) 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and defeat into victory. Increase our 
faith and trust in him, that we may triumph over all evil in the strength of the same Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Genesis 3:8-15 
A reading from Genesis. 
8[Adam and Eve] heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the 
evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God 
among the trees of the garden.9But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where 
are you?” 10He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 
naked; and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from 
the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12The man said, “The woman whom you gave 
to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” 13Then the Lord God said to the 
woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I 
ate.” 14The Lord God said to the serpent,  
 “Because you have done this, 
  cursed are you among all animals 
  and among all wild creatures; 
 upon your belly you shall go, 
  and dust you shall eat 
  all the days of your life. 
 15I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
  and between your offspring and hers; 
 he will strike your head, 
  and you will strike his heel.” 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:13--5:1 
A reading from 2 Corinthians. 
13Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—“I believed, and 
so I spoke”—we also believe, and so we speak, 14because we know that the one who raised the 
Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence. 15Yes, 
everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more people, may increase 
thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 
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  16So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is 
being renewed day by day. 17For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal 
weight of glory beyond all measure, 18because we look not at what can be seen but at what 
cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. 
 5:1For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 3:20-35 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus went home;] 20and the crowd came together again, so that [Jesus and the disciples] could 
not even eat. 21When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were saying, 
“He has gone out of his mind.” 22And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, “He has 
Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.” 23And he called them to him, 
and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? 24If a kingdom is divided against 
itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not 
be able to stand. 26And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but 
his end has come. 27But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property 
without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered. 
  28“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they utter; 
29but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an 
eternal sin”—30for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.” 
  31Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and called 
him. 32A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers 
and sisters are outside, asking for you.” 33And he replied, “Who are my mother and my 
brothers?” 34And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my 
brothers! 35Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY    Built on a Rock (ELW 652)
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CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs.  (Pause) 
 
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on us. Mold us, fill us, and use us to speak the glorious 
message of our oneness in Christ.  Inflame our hearts with love and service for others regardless 
of their class, race, creed, or sexual orientation. Make us joyful messengers of the Good News. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Spirit of Nature, you created our world—an ecosystem in which a variety of living and nonliving 
organisms must exist together for the good of all. Guide us to embrace and celebrate this 
diversity by being kind, gracious, and helpful to everyone, as we remember that we were all 
created by You. Inspire us to work for justice and be careful stewards of your miraculous 
creation. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Spirit of Christ, we pray your peace will spread throughout the world. Grant wisdom and 
courage to the world's leaders so they will end violence and revenge. Instead, lead them to seek 
reconciliation and compromise. Watch over anyone who lives in the midst of violence. Keep safe 
all refugees and those in the military. Bring healing to our broken world. Help us also to be 
peacemakers in our own communities. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O Holy Spirit, you fill us with all good things: life, love, shelter, and nourishment. We pray for 
those who are lonely and feel unloved, help us to share our abundance and give them 
friendship. Grant us discernment to identify and use our talents, and guide those who are 
searching for jobs. Bless Pastor Chad, Katie Beth, our bishops, and all lay church leaders. We also 
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rejoice with those who are celebrating anniversaries, birthdays, and other happy occasions. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Spirit of Healing, bring wholeness and hope to those who are ill in mind, body, or spirit. Lovingly 
embrace our elderly loved ones and shut-ins. Bless anyone dealing with long-term diagnoses, 
such as depression or dementia. Inspire those who search for cures and bless all doctors, 
nurses, and caregivers. Your Spirit is always with us, understanding our suffering. Lord in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of mercy, listen now as we offer other prayers, either silently or aloud… 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O comforter, we give thanks for the lives of all those who have passed away. Console their 
family and friends who mourn. Strengthen us all with the promise of eternal life Lord in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.  
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Jesus, Bread of life, 
you have set this table with your very self, 
and called us to the feast of plenty. 
Gather what has been sown among us, 
and strengthen us in this meal. 
Make us to be what we receive here, 
your body for the life of the world. 
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. 
You reveal your glory 
as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: 
equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, 
ever to be adored in your eternal glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207) 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, 
our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, 
in the harmonious world of your creation, 
the plants and animals, 
the seas and stars 
were whole and well in your praise. 
When sin had scarred the world, 
you sent your Son to heal our ills 
and to form us again into one. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 
his acts of healing, 
his body given up, 
and his victory over death, 
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 
Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: 
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as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, 
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. 
Come! 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Jesus, Bread of life, 
we have received from your table 
more than we could ever ask. 
As you have nourished us in this meal, 
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 
In your name we pray. Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
The blessing of God, 
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG  Go, My Children, with My Blessing (ELW 543) 
 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
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