
Desert Cross Lutheran Church
Gilbert Chamber Meeting

April 13th, 2021
Attendees:

Council Chamber Pastors

Angela Nannenga 3/3—P Nancy Zine (worship 1 of 3)—P Thaddeus Book—P

Patrick Jennett 2/3—P John Hughes (finance/stewardship 3 of 3)—P Andrea Cain—A

Deborah Gabrielson (Mission & Outreach 1 of 3)—P

Rosemary Schlechty (Education 1 of 3)—P

Susan Johnston (facilities 3 of 3)—P

Deb Christiansen (Hospitality 2 of 3)—P

Kelly Kaiser Borning (Communication 2 of 3)—P

● New terms begin at the adjournment of the May meeting

Devotions: Deborah Christensen
Approval of Agenda: Motion-John, Second-Nancy. Motion approved.
Approval of  Minutes (March) : Motion-Deb, seconded-John. Motion approved.

Old Business:
Dogs 4 Vets update: No new news from Angela. John reported we are about a week away from the
Dogs-4-Vets being able to take over the facility. There are some items that will need to be moved.
Facilities may help with this.

Succession of Chamber Members: All positions have nominees (3 areas). Joe Weingartz for facilities, Glen
Gabrielson for Finance, Adam Pfau for council member at large. People who are vacating those positions
are encouraged to reach out to the new members to guide them through the transition. New members
will take over at the end of the JUNE meeting as the May Chamber meeting takes place before the May
Council meeting (so all current members need to attend May and June meeting, new members will join
for the June meeting). Patrick suggested that the June Chamber meeting possibly be in-person (safely,
socially distant, of course).  We would need to run it by Denise Viker to make sure we have the correct
guidelines in place.

Reports:
Council report: PPP Forgiveness loan is still not accepting applications. The new PPP loan has been
accepted by the council. The reopening plans have been going well. Easter went well and the outdoor
services were appreciated. Smaller groups have started meeting again. There was an amendment
accepted regarding the constitution to allow at-large council members to run for different positions on
the council before their current term is up. The Tempe A/C units (copper pipes) were vandalized and
stolen so steps have been taken to try to help prevent this (no trespassing signs, patrolling, etc.).



Pastor’s report: Pastor Thadd reported that reopening the church for in-person services has gone well. It
was nice to have this during holy week. Every service had good turnouts. Thanks to several who helped
with the successful services. Deb C asked for a heads-up when we are ready for returning to post-service
fellowship time so she can make sure we have supplies and items ready. The sign-up for worship was
brought up (when it is released, guidelines). When people show up they are checked against the list for
contact tracing. Thadd reported that the food drive that Deb G put together went over very well! The
town of Gilbert collected 60 tons of food.

Finance report: The focus of finance has been on PPP forgiveness, utilization of those funds to maintain
payroll, and applying for second-draw PPP funds. Without the PPP loans we would have been in a much
different situation, but we still are struggling with a shortfall due to reduced givings. Bringing the giving
up is crucial. $18,000 per week is what is currently coming in and we need $25,000 to meet the budget.
We need members to return as well as increased giving. Gilbert giving has dropped 25% in the first 3
months of 2021. During 2020 (year total) the giving was overall above the previous year. 2021 has been
much lower than the previous year.

Committee reports: No new information added to the committee report information that was previously
submitted.

New Business: Reopening: How to engage people and convince them to come back? We need to start
getting the word out that we are starting in-person services again. Personal invitation may be the best
way to get people to come back. Deb G suggested sending out a postcard with information on current
happenings. This was a well-received idea and was discussed at length. Putting out a call to members
may be another option to get people back. Social media (i.e. Instagram) may be another option.
Upcoming confirmation was discussed as that will likely bring in more in-person visitors.

Closing:
Prayer Concerns:  Nancy reported that Rosemary Wilson had a fall and broke her thumb at the wrist. She
is not able to have surgery due to age/medical conditions. She is getting ready to be transferred to a
rehab facility.  Angela reported that Peyton is in Seattle and is going to start the immunotherapy
treatment. A recent PET scan found several new tumors. The one on her ocular nerve has not grown (if it
grows she will be disqualified from this treatment). Prayers that this therapy works and the ocular tumor
does not grow.

Closing Prayer: Pastor Thadd.
Adjourned: Nancy made the motion to adjourn, Deb G seconded this motion. Chamber passed motion.
Adjourned at 8:43pm.

Devotions next month: Angela Nannenga
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