God’s Justice

The Judgment of God

16 \When the men got up to leave, they looked down toward Sodom, and Abraham walked along
with them to see them on their way. ¥ Then the Lorb said, “Shall | hide from Abraham what |
am about to do? 8 Abraham will surely become a great and powerful nation, and all nations on
earth will be blessed through him.® For | have chosen him, so that he will direct his

children and his household after him to keep the way of the LorD by doing what is right and
just, so that the Lorp will bring about for Abraham what he has promised him.”

20Then the LoRD said, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so
grievous 2! that | will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has
reached me. If not, | will know.”

The Negotiation of Sodom

22The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained standing before

the Lorp. 22 Then Abraham approached him and said: “Will you sweep away the righteous with
the wicked? 2 What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will you really sweep it away
and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in it? 2> Far be it from you to
do such a thing—to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked
alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?”

26The Lorb said, “If | find fifty righteous people in the city of Sodom, | will spare the whole place
for their sake.”

33 When the Lorp had finished speaking with Abraham, he left, and Abraham returned home.
Genesis 18

Lot’s Hospitality

The two angels arrived at Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gateway of the
city. When he saw them, he got up to meet them and bowed down with his face to the
ground. 2“My lords,” he said, “please turn aside to your servant’s house. You can wash your
feet and spend the night and then go on your way early in the morning.”

“No,” they answered, “we will spend the night in the square.”

3 But he insisted so strongly that they did go with him and entered his house. He prepared a
meal for them, baking bread without yeast, and they ate.

Sodom’s Wickedness



4Before they had gone to bed, all the men from every part of the city of Sodom—both young
and old—surrounded the house. > They called to Lot, “Where are the men who came to you
tonight? Bring them out to us so that we can have sex with them.”

6 Lot went outside to meet them and shut the door behind him 7 and said, “No, my friends.
Don’t do this wicked thing. 8 Look, | have two daughters who have never slept with a man. Let
me bring them out to you, and you can do what you like with them. But don’t do anything to
these men, for they have come under the protection of my roof.”

9“Get out of our way,” they replied. “This fellow came here as a foreigner, and now he wants to
play the judge! We'll treat you worse than them.” They kept bringing pressure on Lot and
moved forward to break down the door.

Lot’s Rescue

10But the men inside reached out and pulled Lot back into the house and shut the door. * Then
they struck the men who were at the door of the house, young and old, with blindness so that
they could not find the door.

12The two men said to Lot, “Do you have anyone else here—sons-in-law, sons or daughters, or
anyone else in the city who belongs to you? Get them out of here, 13 because we are going to
destroy this place. The outcry to the LORD against its people is so great that he has sent us to
destroy it.”

The Allure of Sin

1450 Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who were pledged to marry his daughters. He
said, “Hurry and get out of this place, because the LORD is about to destroy the city!” But his
sons-in-law thought he was joking.

15With the coming of dawn, the angels urged Lot, saying, “Hurry! Take your wife and your two
daughters who are here, or you will be swept away when the city is punished.”

16 When he hesitated, the men grasped his hand and the hands of his wife and of his two
daughters and led them safely out of the city, for the LorD was merciful to them. 7 As soon as
they had brought them out, one of them said, “Flee for your lives! Don’t look back, and don’t
stop anywhere in the plain! Flee to the mountains or you will be swept away!”

18 But Lot said to them, “No, my lords, please! *°® Your servant has found favor in

yourld eyes, and youl® have shown great kindness to me in sparing my life. But | can’t flee to
the mountains; this disaster will overtake me, and I'll die. 2° Look, here is a town near enough to
run to, and it is small. Let me flee to it—it is very small, isn’t it? Then my life will be spared.”



21 He said to him, “Very well, | will grant this request too; | will not overthrow the town you
speak of. 22 But flee there quickly, because | cannot do anything until you reach it.” (That is why
the town was called Zoar.)

23 By the time Lot reached Zoar, the sun had risen over the land. 2# Then the LorD rained down
burning sulfur on Sodom and Gomorrah—from the LORD out of the heavens. 2> Thus he
overthrew those cities and the entire plain, destroying all those living in the cities—and also the
vegetation in the land. 26 But Lot’s wife looked back, and she became a pillar of salt.

Abraham Looks Toward Sodom

27 Early the next morning Abraham got up and returned to the place where he had stood before
the Lorp. 22 He looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah, toward all the land of the plain, and
he saw dense smoke rising from the land, like smoke from a furnace.

2950 when God destroyed the cities of the plain, he remembered Abraham, and he brought Lot
out of the catastrophe that overthrew the cities where Lot had lived.

30| ot and his two daughters left Zoar and settled in the mountains, for he was afraid to stay in
Zoar. He and his two daughters lived in a cave. Genesis 19

Sin

Now this was the sin of your sister Sodom: She and her daughters were arrogant, overfed and
unconcerned; they did not help the poor and needy. *>° They were haughty and did detestable
things before me. Therefore, | did away with them as you have seen. Ezekiel 16

7In a similar way, Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding towns gave themselves up to
sexual immorality and perversion. They serve as an example of those who suffer the
punishment of eternal fire. Jude

Judgement

Your country is desolate, your cities burned with fire; your fields are being stripped by
foreigners right before you, laid waste as when overthrown by strangers.
8 Daughter Zion is left like a shelter in a vineyard like a hut in a cucumber field, like a city under
siege.
9 Unless the Lorp Almighty had left us some survivors we would have become like Sodom, we
would have been like Gomorrah.
10 Hear the word of the LorD, you rulers of Sodom; listen to the instruction of our God,

you people of Gomorrah!



11 “The multitude of your sacrifices— what are they to me?” says the LORD.

“l have more than enough of burnt offerings, of rams and the fat of fattened animals;

| have no pleasure in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats.

12\When you come to appear before me, who has asked this of you this trampling of my courts?
13Stop bringing meaningless offerings! Your incense is detestable to me.

New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations— | cannot bear your worthless assemblies. Isaiah 1

26 “Jyst as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man. ?’ People
were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the
ark. Then the flood came and destroyed them all.

28 “1t was the same in the days of Lot. People were eating and drinking, buying and selling,
planting and building. 2° But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven
and destroyed them all.

30 “It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed. 3! On that day no one who is on
the housetop, with possessions inside, should go down to get them. Likewise, no one in the
field should go back for anything. 32 Remember Lot’s wife! 33 Whoever tries to keep their life will
lose it, and whoever loses their life will preserve it. Luke 17

Grace

“For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, 2! putting them in
chains of darkness!® to be held for judgment; > if he did not spare the ancient world when he
brought the flood on its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and
seven others; &if he condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by burning them to

ashes, and made them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly; 7 and if he
rescued Lot, a righteous man, who was distressed by the depraved conduct of the lawless 2 (for
that righteous man, living among them day after day, was tormented in his righteous soul by
the lawless deeds he saw and heard)— ?if this is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue the
godly from trials and to hold the unrighteous for punishment on the day of judgment. 2 Peter 2



