
 
1Then Joseph could not control himself before all those 
who stood by him. He cried, “Make everyone go out  
from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made  
himself known to his brothers. 2 And he wept aloud, so 
that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of  
Pharaoh heard it. 3 And Joseph said to his brothers, “I  
am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his brothers 
could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his 
presence. 
 
4 So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, 
please.” And they came near. And he said, “I am your 

brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 And  
now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves  
because you sold me here, for God sent me before you  
to preserve life. 6 For the famine has been in the land  
these two years, and there are yet five years in which 
there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7 And God sent 
me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, 
and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8 So it was not 
you who sent me here, but God. He has made me a  
father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler 
over all the land of Egypt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 “5And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me before 
 you to preserve life. . .  7And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive 
 for you many survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but God. ”  Genesis 45:5–8 

 

 

 “There are no thorns so sharp that God’s fingers cannot weave them into a crown of glory.” 
              —James Stewart 

 

 

 



 

  

 a.  God decides what will come to pass 

 

  God’s invisible hand is not just directing the destiny of nations; it is directing the smallest and most  
  random details of your life. 

 

  For want a nail the shoe was lost 
  For want of a shoe a horse was lost 
  For want of a horse a rider was lost 
  For want of a rider the battle was lost 
  For want of the battle a kingdom was lost 
  All for the want of a nail. 
 

 b.  God is not the author of evil 

 

 c.  We are not puppets. Our actions matter and we are held morally responsible for them. 

 

  “5 And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent 
  me before you to preserve life.”  Genesis 45:5 

 

  “this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified  
  and killed by the hands of lawless men.”  Acts 2:23 

 

  “In this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed,  
  both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do  
  whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place.”  Acts 4:27–28 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 


