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Position Paper - COVID Response  

Preamble 
The evangelical community is divided right now over the issue of the restrictions placed on 
churches to help combat the Covid19 virus that has plagued the world for over fifteen months. 
As leaders of Faith Baptist Church our great desire is to make decisions in accordance with the 
Scriptures, that glorify God and are genuinely helpful to the people of our church. 


The leadership of Faith Baptist Church has taken the position that the rules imposed by the 
government should be obeyed. The following is an attempt to explain why we have taken that 
position and why we continue to believe that this is the right, God-honouring, and biblical 
position to take.


Our Position 
1. We believe that the restrictions imposed upon churches by the COVID19 rules are not 
religious persecution. The Scriptures are clear that Christians are to obey the civil authorities 
unless obedience to them would necessarily involve disobedience to God (Romans 13:1-7; 1 
Peter 2:13-17; Acts 5:29). The current regulations do not forbid prayer, virtual gatherings, Bible 
study, worship services. We know that when this health crisis is over churches will be meeting 
again as they have in the past. We believe that our political leaders deeply desire all the 
activities of our society to be back to normal, including worship according to the dictates of 
conscience. A government bent on persecuting the church does not lump the church in with 
other corporate events such as restaurants, concerts, bingo halls, sporting events etc. to shut 
them down as well. The current policies are not singling out churches. Churches, mosques, 
synagogues, temples and meeting places of various types are all included in the current 
regulations. 


2. We believe that the suspension of corporate worship services and other in-person 
gatherings of God’s people is not a violation of the principle of weekly gatherings. Exceptions 
to a principle brought on by emergencies do not negate the rule. War, plague, sickness, 
weather, and other things have often caused churches to temporarily close their doors until the 
crisis being faced was concluded. We believe that the injunctions of Scripture to meet together 
are not violated by such events. Faith Baptist Church is not forsaking or abandoning the 
corporate worship of God. We long to be meeting together again when we can greet one 
another maskless, give a hug, and sing to one another in Psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, 
among other things. The church has not been dissolved and we are not letting the world 
decide how we are to meet or what we do and say in our worship services. We are responding 
to a public health crisis and believing that those in authority over us are honestly doing their 
best to get societal life back to normal. 


3. Governments have a God-given mandate to promote what is good in society (Rom 13:1-4). 
Since covid restrictions have been introduced to protect public health—a very good thing!—
governments have acted within their God-given mandate in introducing such restrictions. We 
may, of course, debate whether current regulations represent the best way to protect public 
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health—there will always be differing views on that issue. But disagreements on matters of 
policy do not provide Christians with grounds for disobeying Scripture’s command to submit to 
governing authorities when they act within their divine mandate.


4. We believe that the position taken by our church is a better witness to the community than 
refusing to abide by the rules set down by the government regulations for all of the peoples of 
our society. We are not trying to please men rather than God in this. We have not surrendered 
the faith for the sake of our own peace, popularity, and safety. But we do believe that we show 
ourselves to be demonstrating love to our neighbour by abiding by the regulations that the 
government has implemented for the good of all its citizens.


Biblical Rationale  
There are several Scriptures that relate to the stand that we are currently taking. Here are just a 
few.


Hebrews 10:25: This is a verse that we all know quite well and that has been used long before 
Covid19 was a reality, to encourage people to attend a service of corporate worship. It is often 
interpreted to be a command to meet. It is not. Still less is it a command to meet in a particular 
way, or even to continue meeting in the same way as the church has met in the past, whatever 
the circumstances. This verse is directed, not to church leadership about the need to hold 
meetings, but to backsliding Christians who are staying away from church gatherings. In our 
current circumstances, it would seem to apply, not to church leaders who decide that the 
public good requires us to meet in different ways than those to which we are accustomed, but 
to those who absent themselves from such church meetings as we are able to hold. 


We should be constantly praying that we will be back together in person to worship and 
fellowship with each other again as soon as possible – so that we can encourage one another 
to keep on in the faith. In the meantime, we should be seeking to encourage one another in 
whatever ways we can, no matter what restrictions have been placed upon us (Hebrews 
10:24-25). But we should not see the current restrictions as forcing us to disobey a command 
in this text to hold corporate worship services.


Daniel 1-6: Perhaps the best biblical testimony regarding how individual believers should live a 
godly life in the face of great ungodliness and persecution is found in the first six chapters of 
Daniel. The accounts of the fiery furnace and the lion’s den episodes are sometimes being 
used today to say that we should not abide by the current regulations set down for churches 
by the provincial government. But it is important to point out that we are not being commanded 
to commit idolatry, as were the three young friends of Daniel in Daniel 3 and Daniel himself in 
Daniel 6. No one has told us that we must worship a god other than our God. And no one has 
said that we must pray to a god other than the God we pray to. The most instructive lesson for 
us out of Daniel’s life occurs in Daniel 1 regarding the matter of Daniel and his friends refusing 
to eat the food that was prepared for them. When ordered to eat food that Daniel and his 
friends thought would defile them (the text does not tell us why), Daniel and his friends: 1 – 
resolved not to eat the food, 2 - asked for permission not to have to eat it, 3 – suggested an 
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alternative plan when their request was denied. (I suspect that if the alternative plan had also 
been rejected, Daniel and his friends would still have refused to eat. But they sought a more 
amicable way of resolving the issue.) 4 – The reason Daniel’s proposal was accepted was 
because God had caused the government official to have a positive view of Daniel and his 
companions (Daniel 1:9). Given these four things we can conclude that a better approach for a 
church or group of churches would be to communicate with the provincial authorities and state 
the good reasons for permitting churches to meet in ways other than what has been decided. 
Our church has been a part of such requests.


Romans 12:17 (2 Corinthians 8:21): If we are known by the name of Christ, then the 
reputation of the gospel is at stake in all that we do (1 Timothy 6:1; see also Romans 2:24). 
That is why Paul tells us to “give thought to do what is honourable in the sight of all.” To 
disobey public health measures in a time of pandemic is in fact to act dishonourably in the 
eyes of many, by jeopardizing the health of others. It thus brings reproach rather than honour 
on the name of Christ. 


Romans 14: We believe that disagreement over whether churches should abide by the 
regulations comes under the category of what Romans 14 calls “disputable matters” (Romans 
14:1 NIV). These are things that are not wrong in and of themselves but which some people 
cannot practise without violating their consciences. In relation to such things, God tells us to 
be convinced in our own minds (verse 5). We would never be told to be convinced in our own 
minds about idolatry, the trinity, or any other essential doctrine of the Christian faith. The things 
referred to in Romans 14 are whether a Christian should only eat vegetables (verse 2), whether 
all days of the week are alike or if one day is better than another (verse 5), and whether wine 
should be drunk (verse 21). In such cases, Paul pleads that we neither judge nor despise those 
who disagree with us (verse 10), and that we cause no unnecessary offence (verse 13). The 
man who eats meat should not serve meat to his vegetarian guest. The wine drinker should not 
serve wine to his teetotaller friend, and the one who believes all days are the same should not 
invite his Sabbatarian friend to play baseball on Sunday afternoon. But where no offence is 
involved, believers have the option to observe days or not, drink alcohol or not, and eat meat 
or not.


Our current situation is similar, in that the views of godly people differ: some say that to abide 
by the Covid 19 laws is to disobey God, others that the restrictions are not a violation of a 
command of God. If we are to obey Paul’s words in Romans 14, we must not judge or despise 
our brothers and sisters who think differently than we do. But while we can and must respect 
different views, in our situation, the leadership of a particular Christian community does not 
have the option of accommodating both positions: a church building cannot be open for those 
who want it open and at the same time closed for those who think we should abide by the 
rules put into place. What we can do at our church is acknowledge that neither side wants to 
disobey God, and we can seek to understand each other’s position. In the words of Romans 
14:6, “The one who observes the day, observes it in honour of the Lord. The one who eats, 
eats in honour of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains 
in honour of the Lord and gives thanks to God.” 
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Conclusion 
As leaders, we would never say that the decisions the church has made cannot be improved 
upon. We are seeking to lead to a greater knowledge and love of God and neighbour. Our 
sincere desire is that all who are a part of Faith Baptist Church grow more and more in living a 
godly life in Christ Jesus. If we believed that abiding by the current regulations was against 
God’s will, we would, without hesitation, stop the church from abiding by them. We know that 
there are good, godly Christians arguing two opposing things in all of this and we need to 
weigh the arguments and be in much prayer for all who seek to honour God in very trying 
times. What we must not do is be divided in our devotion to Christ and His testimony in the 
world or accuse other believers who disagree with us of forsaking the truth.
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