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WE CAN CONNECT 

 

 Please Pray For: 
• Woodcliff United Church 

• Cynthia Dyck (health concerns) 

• For a full recovery for those who have Covid 

• Gloria for her surgery to be successful 

• The Church of Jesus Christ Latter-day Saints 

OUC Has A New Affordable Housing Fund 

Good news! Consistent with our church’s ongoing commitment to affordable housing in Okotoks 
our Board has established a stand alone Affordable Housing Fund. 

This Fund can be used to provide incentives to members, adherents, and friends of OUC to  
create affordable secondary suites and studio apartments on their property. It can be used to  
incentivize non-profit developers to construct purpose-built  affordable rental apartments in  
Okotoks. The Fund can be used in partnership with other churches in our area to create critically 
needed affordable housing opportunities for our neighbours here in Okotoks. 
 
Our Affordable Housing Fund has just been established so our dreams for it may be a ways off. It 
needs the support of our members, adherents, and friends. Whether you can contribute a little or 
a lot, every contribution to the Fund is welcome. This designated Fund deserves our support.  
Affordable housing is a critical issue for our community. We have helped and we want to help 
some more. Donations can be made to Okotoks United Church, with a designation that it’s for 
The Affordable Housing Fund. 

Summer Student Job Opportunity at Okotoks United Church 
Administrative Assistant 
270 hours over the summer - up to 30 hours per week - flexible arrangement available to  
accommodate other part-time employment. Student must be between 15 and 30 years of 
age. Wage: $15.50 per hour 
 
Duties:   
Assist and provide vacation coverage for the Office and Facilities Administrator with administrative 
duties such as: 
• reception,  
• Newsletter creation and distribution,   
• provide research support on Justice issues,  
• create PowerPoint worship slides  
• support the Affirming Ministry Team re LGBTQ2S+ issues   
• organize a leadership manual,  
• video the orientation session for the new AV system - create manual 
• other duties as assigned 

If you, or someone you know would be interested in this position, please contact Karen Pryznyk or 
the church office. 



Vol. 2, Issue 19  May 14, 2021 

 

 

Getting to Know Our (New) Ministers! (Pt. VI) 

As we prepare for the start of our ministry partnership, we thought it would be fun to spend some 
time Getting to Know Your Ministers! For the next few months, Rev. Julia and Matthew will inde-
pendently respond to a series of questions. In fact, what would YOU like to know about Matthew 
and Julia? Email the office your questions, and they’ll do their best to answer them!  

Matthew: 

In More Voices what is one of your favourite hymns and why? MV #90: Don’t Be Afraid. This 
hymn is such a moving reminder of how the presence and love of the Holy is always with 
us.  

What are some of your travel highlights? Spending time in the monastic community of 
Taizé; travelling three times to Colombia; backpacking Guatemala; wandering through Ire-
land with my spouse; and living in Halifax for a year while completing my first Master’s De-
gree. 

What is an ideal day for you? Any day that involves (1) quality time with my family, (2) some 
quiet, solitary time for reading and writing, and (3) crossing a few things off the to-do list!  

What or who has had a significant transformative role in your life? My daughter has already 
taught me so much about priorities, presence, attention, and intention. My spouse con-
stantly models grace, thoughtfulness, and gentleness. My two ministers growing up (Rev. 
Ken DeMan and Rev. Danielle James) also planted countless seeds that continue to bear 
fruit in my life.  

Name 5 people (dead or alive) you would most like to spend time with? My three grandpar-
ents who have passed away; my first minister, Rev. Ken, who died when I was 15; and Eu-
gene Peterson—also passed—whose works on ministry have influenced me immensely.  

When do you feel most comfortable in your own skin? Preaching, teaching, and playing 
with my toddler.  

What are your top two love languages? Quality Time and Words of Affirmation.  

Julia: 

In More Voices what is one of your favourite hymns and why?  MV #176. I love the sweeping 
scope of the hymn and it’s movement through life. I also love the melody. Often hymns ap-
peal to me as much for the music as the words.  

What are some of your travel highlights? I have had so many amazing travel experiences: 
Israel; Turkey and Greece; India for educational travel, each for a month or more. Once to 
Nicaragua and twice to Africa (Kenya and Namibia) for mission projects. They have all had a 
profound impact on me and taught me much about the complex world we live in.  

What is an ideal day for you? Quiet time in the morning to read or walk and listen to a pod-
cast, working outside to build or fix something, quality time in deep conversation with one 
or two good friends. 

Continued on next page 
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Getting to Know Our (New) Ministers! (Pt. VI) ...continued 

Julia: 

What or who has had a significant transformative role in your life? My grandmother and an 
aunt have been instrumental in nurturing me. My Dad taught me a lot. I’ve had some amaz-
ing teachers and friends, and many, many people have written books that have been trans-
formative for me.  

Name 5 people (dead or alive) you would most like to spend time with? My mother, who 
died when I was six and who I have no memory of. I’d love to spend some time with my 
grandmother who died in 1991. My Dad. I would love to spend some time with Jesus. I actu-
ally can’t think of a fifth.  

When do you feel most comfortable in your own skin? When I’m in deep conversation with 
one other person and we are in “flow.” I love this.  

What are your top two love languages? Quality Time and Acts of Service. 

Covid Vaccination  

Here’s a picture of Julia getting her first Covid vac-
cination!  

If you need more information about the Alberta Covid 
vaccination program check out Alberta Health  
Services’ website at: 
 
 
 https://www.alberta.ca/covid19-vaccine.aspx 

Can you speak a language other than English? Pouvez-vous parler une langue 
autre que l'anglais? ¿Puedes hablar otro idioma que no sea el inglés? Maaari 
ba kayong magsalita ng ibang wika kaysa sa Ingles? Können Sie eine andere 
Sprache als Englisch sprechen? Sai parlare una lingua diversa dall'inglese?  

Karen Pryznyk needs you for a short scripture reading in your mother tongue on Pentecost Sun-
day, May 23.  If you would be willing to help out please give her a call or email.   

https://www.alberta.ca/covid19-vaccine.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/covid19-vaccine.aspx
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Seeding Hope, Chinook Winds Annual Regional 
Meeting 2021:   

Carol Price, Shirle Ternan, and Sally Salter are your  
representatives to the Chinook Winds Region and part of that 
role is to attend the Chinook Winds Region Annual Meeting. 
Again, our meeting was on Zoom and when we saw the 
agenda – 9:00 to 5:00 each day, we wondered how that 
would be - 2 full days of Zoom! 
 

Ends up we really enjoyed the 2 day event!  It was filled with wonderful music and worship, very 
inspired speakers, and well organized and interesting business.   

Rev. Jeff Chu, our theme speaker, used the Parable of the Sower or as he named it, the Parable of 
the Soil, to talk about the diverse soil of The United Church of Canada.  Soil is life-giving, it is a 
source of conflict, it carries nutrients, it is a home for many organisms and in the compost pile we 
find signs of resurrection.   

Michael Blair, The United Church of Canada General Secretary, encouraged us to tell stories of 
how God continues to be at work in our lives.  He focused on the themes of discipleship (inviting 
each other on this journey of following Jesus Christ); direction (strategic planning); partnering with 
other denominations where there is a shared goal; and seeking beauty (reconciliation and apolo-
gy). The UCC 44

th
 General Council Meeting is to be held in 2022. 

We participated in the business of the Region.  Key points of the business included: 
• Changes to Policies and Procedures 
• 6 Motions were presented, discussed, and passed – the intentions of the motions are: 

i. Opposition to the proposed Government of Alberta Social Studies curriculum that violates 
the April 14, 2014 agreement between Alberta and the Truth and Reconciliation Commis-
sion.  

ii. That General Council engage in ecumenical dialogue with other Communities of Faith.  
iii. Elect Council Commissioners to the 44

th
 General Council  

iv. Elect 2 members to Chinook Winds Executive  
v. Motion of gratitude to the Chinook Winds Executive 
vi. That the Meeting receive the reports in the Reports and Agenda Booklet 
 

We received additional information on becoming an Affirming Region which will help us in taking 
our next steps. We were introduced to the team who will lead the new ‘First Third Ministry’ initiative 
which is focusing on people in the first third of their lives.  This initiative is in partnership with Pacific 
Mountain Region. 
 
The full motions and recordings are on the Chinook Winds Website and for the gardeners in our 
congregation, the recording of Rev. Jeff Chu speaking on compost resurrection is very interesting! 

Sincerely, Carol Price, Shirle Ternan, and Sally Salter 
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NEWS FROM ST. ANDREW’S UNITED CHURCH 
Written by P. Marie Wedderburn 

 

On Thursday, May 6
th
 just before 2 p.m. the occupants of four-

teen vehicles left St. Andrew’s United for a birthday drive-by. 
When we arrived at the birthday celebrant’s home we saw that 
another person had arrived to celebrate this birthday. So we 

honked our horns and waved to the birthday celebrant as we made a circle drive around the yard. 
Is it not great to gather in this way, if possible, to honour the person whose birthday it is?  
 

Then on Sunday morning, twenty-one people gathered together for our weekly virtual conversa-
tions. This week Julia asked us to check-in by answering the question “Who was your best friend 
growing up?” As we went around the circle, we heard of friends who have stayed connected 
through the years, others who are no longer with us, others whom we have lost contact with, and 
still others whom we have made contact with again recently. 
 

For those of us who joined the Okotoks service, Julia’s question led into a couple of statements 
that she made during her message that I continue to ponder: “The kingdom of God is built through 
one relationship at a time” and the “importance of forming strong relationships” as the first disciples 
did in their community (Acts 1). I continue to ponder my answer to Julia’s question posed in the 
discussion time following the service of “How do you nurture your relationships?” So I ask “What 
are your answers to these questions?” 
 

Some of us attended the Chinook Winds Regional Meeting via Zoom on Friday and Saturday. If 
you want to know what happened at the meeting, please contact Shirle, our lay representative to 
Chinook Winds Region. 

Kid’s Korner: 
 

Kid’s Ministry meets for a Zoom Sunday School 

following our morning worship service. We start at 11:30.  Youth group will 

meet every second Friday by Zoom. We start at 6:30.  
  

For links to the meetings and detailed happenings on  
specific dates, please contact Candice 
at cndcsutton@gmail.com 
 

mailto:cndcsutton@gmail.com
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Okotoks United Church Office - We’re here for  you! 
The office continues to remain open at this time Monday to Friday 9:00 - 2:00. Please  
contact Diane at okunited@telus.net or 403-938-4357 for church related news.   
 
To contact Julia email her at okjulia@telus.net or phone her at 403-702-2249 (cell) at any time.  
 
Congregational Care Team invites you to reach out for  confidential spiritual and compassionate 
care by email at: okcongregationalcare@telus.net   

Please refer to our website www.okunited.ca for updated information and links to the newsletter.   

Treasurer Position Soon Open on the Board 

This is Stewart Thomas's last year as Treasurer for our Church Board.   

We would like to invite you to consider taking over this position by the Fall so that there can be 
some overlap before Stewart takes a well-deserved break.  

Due to the work of our excellent bookkeeper, Audra Brown, 
the workload is light.  You should have a head for finances 
and a heart for taking care of our church.  It involves check-
ing over the monthly financial reports and summarizing them 
for the Board once a month or as needed.  You will prepare 
an annual budget with the help of the various team leaders. 

mailto:okunited@telus.net
mailto:okjulia@telus.net
mailto:okcongregationalcare@telus.net

