
Faith In The Storm part 19  

Job 23:1-24:25  

The Title Of There Message: “God’s Righteousness, Man’s 
Sinfulness” 

The Key Word: Why 

The Thought: Obedience to the Lord, means we can be confident in 
the Lord, unlike the disobedient and the rebellious. 

The Breakdown: 

Verses 1-14 Those Who Have Confidence In God 

Verses 15-24:12 Those Who Know And Don’t See 

Verses 13-25 Those Who Are Rebellious 

Verses 1-14 Those Who Have Confidence In God 

Job 23:1-2 NKJV - Then Job answered and said: 2 NKJV - "Even today 
my complaint is bitter; My hand is listless because of my groaning. 

Then Job answered… We come off of scathing accusations by Eliphaz, 
accusing him of stealing from the poor and the widow and the orphan, 
and also begging Job to quit holding on to the old evil ways, to repent 
and to find God, because his complaining is not helping! But notice that 
Job says listen this isn’t half of the complaining I can make!  

Job 23:3-5 NKJV - Oh, that I knew where I might find Him, That I 
might come to His seat! 4 NKJV - I would present my case before Him, 



And fill my mouth with arguments. 5 NKJV - I would know the words 
which He would answer me, And understand what He would say to me. 

Oh, that I knew where I might find Him… Eliphaz you tell me to find 
God but everywhere I look I can’t seem to find Him! Sometimes that the 
way it feels for us, we feel like God is so far from us, like He’s not 
listening to us, like our all of our searching and crying out to Him is all 
for nothing, but that’s far from the truth even for Job, God in Job’s case 
remained silent so that Satan couldn’t say well you didn’t give Job 
enough time to curse you to your face Job didn’t know it but he was 
proving how wrong the enemy was in his thinking of man and of God, 
Satan may be powerful but he is underestimating the power people have 
when they are submitted to God. We may not always feel like God is for 
us but He is, it may not feel like God is with us but He is, no matter the 
circumstance we find ourselves in whether its by our own fault or by 
something that was out of our control the Lord is there. 

Hebrews 13:5 (NKJV) Let your conduct be without covetousness; be 
content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, “I 
will never leave you nor forsake you.” 

Isaiah 41:10 (NKJV) Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, 
for I am your God. I will strengthen you, Yes, I will help you, I will 
uphold you with My righteous right hand.’ 

I would present my case before Him… Job says of I can just meet with 
Him I could present my case to Him and I’ll finally understand!   

Job 23:6-7 NKJV - Would He contend with me in His great power? No! 
But He would take note of me. 7 NKJV - There the upright could reason 
with Him, And I would be delivered forever from my Judge. 

Would He contend with me… This is amazing we see that even after 
all Job is going through all that he has suffered, he is still confident in 
the Lord, Eliphaz, Zophar, and Bildad had been riding Job because of 
the questions, and the cries and the doubts but Job knew that if he could 



have an audience with God, that God wouldn’t be offended but He 
would sit and would patiently and lovingly answer Job. Job also 
understood that upright men could approach the Lord and reason with 
Him, and he was confident that God would find him innocent. 

Isaiah 1:18 (NKJV) “Come now, and let us reason together,” Says 
the Lord, “Though your sins are like scarlet, They shall be as white 
as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They shall be as wool. 
  

Job 23:8-12 NKJV - "Look, I go forward, but He is not there, And 
backward, but I cannot perceive Him; 9 NKJV - When He works on the 
left hand, I cannot behold Him; When He turns to the right hand, I 
cannot see Him. 10 NKJV - But He knows the way that I take; When He 
has tested me, I shall come forth as gold. 11 NKJV - My foot has held 
fast to His steps; I have kept His way and not turned aside. 12 NKJV - I 
have not departed from the commandment of His lips; I have treasured 
the words of His mouth More than my necessary food. 

Look, I go forward… Jobs says I have sought in all places, I’ve gone 
forward, backward, left, right, but I can’t find Him! But he says He 
knows the way I take! We may not always feel the presence of the Lord, 
we not even know where He’s at, but we can be confident that God 
knows where we are, and where we are going. Job is confident that after 
the testing is finished he’s going to come out golden, because He has 
kept His way, he hasn’t deviated from the Lord, he hasn’t left the 
commandment of the Lord, and he has treasured the word of God, more 
than his necessary food. I love the confidence of Job, his faith in the 
Lord, and this was all before the cross how much more confidence 
should we have, because we have the cross! Job’s seems to come to the 
understanding that the circumstances he finds himself in are not 
corrective but more of a refinement process because he was confident 
that he had done nothing that would displease God, and so he says I will 
come forth as gold. There is a process where we may have to be 
corrected like being put in the furnace to remove the dross, but there is 



also a refinement process that bring us to a place that we reflect the 
image of Christ. 

Romans 8:29 (NKJV) For whom He foreknew, He also predestined 
to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the 
firstborn among many brethren. 

Philippians 3:20–21 (NKJV) 20 For our citizenship is in heaven, 
from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body that it may be 
conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which 
He is able even to subdue all things to Himself. 

I have treasured the words of His mouth… Notice now that Job says, 
“I have treasured the words of His mouth More than my necessary 
food.” Apparently the word of God existed even then so that Job found 
that it was more important than food itself, the world and even the 
church is very well versed in eating rightly I would say its even an 
obsession in making sure that we are eating the right physical food, 
some are on protein diets leaving behind all the carbs, others have left 
behind eating meat in favor of a vegetarian and now the popular vegan 
diets, some have dropped processed things, or sugar and things like this, 
I think its amazing how we make sure the physical gets the right and 
proper foods but with the spiritual man how much junk we inhale! The 
books we read, from people who are sketchy at best, the music we listen 
to, the spiritual people we listen to, like Christian Psychologist, that’s 
kind of like grape nuts its neither nut nor grape, the junk food! We ought 
to consider like Job that the word is more important than our food 
because that’s what transforms us.  

Job 23:13-14 NKJV - "But He is unique, and who can make Him 
change? And whatever His soul desires, that He does. 14 NKJV - For He 
performs what is appointed for me, And many such things are with Him. 



But He is unique… Job understands and sees that God is unique that is 
there is none like Him, He does whatever He wants and He knows what 
we need, even if we don’t. 

Verses 15-24:12 Those Who Know And Don’t See 

Job 23:15-17 NKJV - Therefore I am terrified at His presence; When I 
consider this, I am afraid of Him. 16 NKJV - For God made my heart 
weak, And the Almighty terrifies me; 17 NKJV - Because I was not cut 
off from the presence of darkness, And He did not hide deep darkness 
from my face. 

Therefore I am terrified… Job says therefore, that is because there is 
no other like God since He is the only God and since He can do 
whatever He likes, and has a hand in what we need, he says he’s terrified 
at His presence, and when he thinks of Him he is afraid.  

Job 24:1-6 NKJV - "Since times are not hidden from the Almighty, Why 
do those who know Him see not His days? 2 NKJV - "Some remove 
landmarks; They seize flocks violently and feed on them; 3 NKJV - 
They drive away the donkey of the fatherless; They take the widow's ox 
as a pledge. 4 NKJV - They push the needy off the road; All the poor of 
the land are forced to hide. 5 NKJV - Indeed, like wild donkeys in the 
desert, They go out to their work, searching for food. The wilderness 
yields food for them and for their children. 6 NKJV - They gather their 
fodder in the field And glean in the vineyard of the wicked. 

Since times are not hidden… Notice that Job ask why do those who 
know Him see not His days? This is interesting to me because it’s not 
those who don’t know God but those who know God who are blind to 
His presence and the fact that He sees and knows all things. Notice what 
they are doing they were stealing land, and flocks, they were driving 
away the donkeys of the fatherless, they were taking the ox of the widow 
leaving her and the fatherless nothing to help them to work their fields, 
they drove the needy off the road so they couldn’t ask for help, they 



forced the poor to hide because no one was there to defend them, forcing 
them to gather their food in the wilderness, and in the fields of the 
wicked.   

Job 24:7-12 NKJV - They spend the night naked, without clothing, And 
have no covering in the cold. 8 NKJV - They are wet with the showers 
of the mountains, And huddle around the rock for want of shelter. 9 
NKJV - "Some snatch the fatherless from the breast, And take a pledge 
from the poor. 10 NKJV - They cause the poor to go naked, without 
clothing; And they take away the sheaves from the hungry. 11 NKJV - 
They press out oil within their walls, And tread winepresses, yet suffer 
thirst. 12 NKJV - The dying groan in the city, And the souls of the 
wounded cry out; Yet God does not charge them with wrong. 

They spend the night naked… They were forced to spend the night 
naked, sometimes in the rain, trying to find shelter by a rock, some of 
the babies were taken from their mothers as collateral until their debts 
were paid, they would force the poor to go around naked, they would 
take away the sheaves from those who were hungry, and were forced to 
press out oil, and tread winepresses with out anything to drink. Keep in 
mind that this was being done to these people by people who know God! 
Job is perplexed that God would seemingly not care by not charging 
them with wrong immediately. 

  

Verses 13-25 Those Who Are Rebellious 

Job 24:13-16 NKJV - "There are those who rebel against the light; They 
do not know its ways Nor abide in its paths. 14 NKJV - The murderer 
rises with the light; He kills the poor and needy; And in the night he is 
like a thief. 15 NKJV - The eye of the adulterer waits for the twilight, 
Saying, 'No eye will see me'; And he disguises his face. 16 NKJV - In 
the dark they break into houses Which they marked for themselves in the 
daytime; They do not know the light. 



There are those who rebel… Job goes on then there are those who 
rebel against the Lord, they don’t know Him, they don’t know or care 
about living rightly, and so they on and murder the poor and the needy, 
they wait for the cover of night to steal and commit adultery think that 
no one sees them, breaking into houses at night, that they already 
checked out in the daylight, stealing, murdering, and raping,  but God 
sees them just like He sees those who know Him and are doing things 
like this.   

Job 24:17-20 NKJV - For the morning is the same to them as the 
shadow of death; If someone recognizes them, They are in the terrors of 
the shadow of death. 18 NKJV - "They should be swift on the face of the 
waters, Their portion should be cursed in the earth, So that no one would 
turn into the way of their vineyards. 19 NKJV - As drought and heat 
consume the snow waters, So the grave consumes those who have 
sinned. 20 NKJV - The womb should forget him, The worm should feed 
sweetly on him; He should be remembered no more, And wickedness 
should be broken like a tree. 

For the morning is the same… Notice they don’t care for the morning 
they are afraid someone will recognize them and know that it was them 
doing these things at night.  

They should be swift… In Job’s estimation these guys should be dealt 
with quickly, they need to die quickly, and the worm should feed on 
them sweetly and they should be forgotten and wickedness needs to be 
broken.  

Job 24:21-25 NKJV - For he preys on the barren who do not bear, And 
does no good for the widow. 22 NKJV - "But God draws the mighty 
away with His power; He rises up, but no man is sure of life. 23 NKJV - 
He gives them security, and they rely on it; Yet His eyes are on their 
ways. 24 NKJV - They are exalted for a little while, Then they are gone. 
They are brought low; They are taken out of the way like all others; 



They dry out like the heads of grain. 25 NKJV - "Now if it is not so, who 
will prove me a liar, And make my speech worth nothing?” 

For he preys on the barren… Job points out that the wicked seem to 
prosper but then soon realizes that God will deal with them eventually 
for Job he just thinks they should be dealt with not just in the grave but 
now, they need to suffer the things he’s suffering, still he knows that 
even though they may prosper at this time they will wind up like dried 
out heads of grain! And then he challenges all that are in hearing 
distance to prove him to be a liar! 

Application: 

1. We have confidence in God if we are obedient to Him, knowing 
He will prove us right, because He sees and knows. 

2. We can have confidence that God will deal with those who 
disobey God even though they know Him and are still doing 
wrong. 

3. We can have confidence that God will deal with the rebellious at 
the right time and according to His will.


