
Faith That Works Part 4  

James 1:21-27  

The Title Of The Message: “The Word Becoming Flesh” 

The Key Word: Receives  

The Thought: Laying aside sin, receiving the word, and then 
obeying the word, the word becomes flesh making us useful. 

The Breakdown:  

Verse 21 Laying Aside And Receiving 

Verses 22-25 Doing Not Just Hearing 

Verses 26-27 Useless Verses Useful  

Verse 21 Laying Aside And Receiving 

James 1:21 NKJV - Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of 
wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is 
able to save your souls. 

Therefore… The word therefore is important here because it brings us 
back to what James was talking about earlier in verse 18, speaking of the 
fact that God of His own will, created us “by the word of truth,” so we 
might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures. Often times the therefore 
is connected with verses 19-20 but in its context this has more to do with 
the word of God rather than the ability to be quick to listen, slow to 
speak and being slow to anger. Why? Because it’s the word of God in 
our lives that allows those things to happen, it’s the word of God that’s at 
the center of the Christian life, again why? For this simple reason you 



may be able to argue with brothers and sisters in Christ, you may be able 
to argue with deacons, elders, assistant pastors and even the pastor, you 
may even feel like you can justify how you live to people, but you can 
never argue against the word of God.  

That’s because we are born again by the word of God, and because the 
word of God is at the center of our lives we must lay aside all filthiness 
and overflow of wickedness, James is not asking for sinless perfection 
but reasonable and practical perfection, that is we are to be doers of 
God’s word, but in order to do that we must be willing to lay aside all, 
not some, but all filthiness, the word “lay aside” means “casting off, 
that is to throw off or to peel off” in todays language we might say 
“get rid of, throw out or throw away.” Notice what we are to get rid 
of, filthiness, “Filthiness” is “moral defilement” What is moral 
defilement? It has to do with “The absence of restraint, anything goes, 
filthy conversations, coarse joking, and indecency.” Not only are we 
to get rid of filthiness but we are get get rid of the overflow of 
wickedness, “Overflow” means “more than the ordinary,” there is a 
place to start in our repentance and that is to get rid of filthiness and the 
overflow of wickedness, that which is not normal, imagine having an 
overflow of filthiness and wickedness in our lives, while in the world we 
had just that an overflow of filthiness and wickedness, “Wickedness” 
has “the idea primarily of being bad”, and denotes “Evil, depravity, 
malignity and maliciousness,” its also just plain old “Naughtiness!”    

Ephesians 4:22–24 (NKJV) 22 that you put off, concerning your former 
conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful 
lusts, 23 and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and that you put 
on the new man which was created according to God, in true 
righteousness and holiness. 

When we are born-again then we are to lay aside our former lifestyle, to 
lay aside, is really a picture of someone taking off a coat or a shirt, we 
are to take off all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, but notice what 
Ephesians says we are to “Put on the new man” instead of having an 



overflow of filthiness and wickedness we are now to have an overflow 
of the Spirit, of love, righteousness and holiness, how do we do that? 

Receive with meekness… James says to receive with meekness the 
implanted word which is able to save your souls. When I think of 
receive I think of ingesting it, taking it all in, gorging on the word. 

1 Peter 2:2 (NKJV) as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the 
word, that you may grow thereby…  

Peter points out three things that are critical to receiving the word, the 
first point has to do with our…  

#1 Attitude… What is your attitude toward the Bible? Peter says that we 
should be like newborn babies, what do new born babies do? They are 
constantly grabbing for a bottle looking for milk, babies need milk to 
keep them alive, when our children were babies, they constantly had to 
be fed every two hours and then every four in order to survive, and so do 
Christians we need the spiritual milk to keep our spirits alive, so 
Christians like babies, need to constantly be grabbing for their bibles, 
reading their word. How often are you reading the Bible? Is it daily? It 
should be, are you reading through it systematically? Are you taking a 
book of the Bible and just diving into it?  

#2 Hunger…  Notice Peter says desire the pure milk of the word, the 
word “Desire” means “too long for greatly,” it’s The idea of being 
hungry, are you hungry for the word?  

In the book by Howard and William Hendricks “Living By The Book” 
says that There are three basic kinds of Bible students. There is the 
nasty medicine type. To them the Word is bitter -yech!- but its good 
for what ails them. Then there is the shredded wheat type. To them 
the scripture is nourishing but dry. It’s like eating a bale of hay. 
Then the third kind is what I call the strawberry and cream folks. 



They just can’t get enough of the stuff how did they acquire that 
taste? By feasting on the word. - Howard and William Hendricks 
“Living By The Book” 

#3 Purpose… Peter says the purpose is to grow, notice he says that you 
may grow thereby, when we are born again we are baby Christians but 
we are not meant to be babies forever, God has provided the word so 
that we can grow to be doers and not just hearers only. 

Verses 22-25 Doing Not Just Hearing 

James 1:22 NKJV - But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving yourselves. 

But be doers… With maturity comes the understanding of doing, this is 
a disciple, a disciple is one who imitates his teacher, we should 
remember it’s not those who hear the word but those who obey the word 
that are justified in the sight of God.  

Romans 2:13 (NKJV) (for not the hearers of the law are just in the 
sight of God, but the doers of the law will be justified; 
  
Jesus taught that it is those who keep the word that are blessed. 

Luke 11:28 (NKJV) But He said, “More than that, blessed are those 
who hear the word of God and keep it!” 

Over and over again we read about the grace of God, God’s word says 
it’s by grace that we are saved, that the grace of truth came through 
Jesus, it’s by God’s grace that we are who we are, by His grace we have 
gifts that allow us to minister to each other. But God’s grace should 
produce a grateful response of obedience or the doing of the word. 

Deceiving yourselves… Heres the problem when we fail to respond in 
obedience to God’s grace, we deceive ourselves, that is we are in danger 
of deluding ourselves, unfortunately many are deluded today in this very 



way because they haven’t connected the word of God’s grace with the 
response of grateful obedience. 

1 Samuel 15:22 (NKJV) So Samuel said: “Has the Lord as great 
delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of 
the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than 
the fat of rams. 

James 1:23-25 NKJV - For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a 
doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 24 NKJV - 
for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind 
of man he was. 25 NKJV - But he who looks into the perfect law of 
liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the 
work, this one will be blessed in what he does. 

For if anyone is a hearer… James illustrates the difference between 
those who hear the word only, and those who hear the word and are 
obedient to do it. The one who hears the word only is like that person 
looks in the mirror and when he leaves he immediately forgets what he 
looks like, but those who are obedient to what they hear are blessed in 
what they do. I like that James uses the Mirror as an illustration no one 
ever stands in front of a mirror forever, but when we look at the word 
thoughtfully and attentively, we find it is a mirror of our former lives 
and the lives that we struggle with and the lives we strive to live.   

Verses 26-27 Useless Verses Useful 

James 1:26 NKJV - If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and 
does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one's religion 
is useless. 

If anyone among you… James now shows the practicality of how the 
word becomes flesh by using the tongue as an example, he says if you 
think your religious and you can’t put your tongue in check then you're 
lying to yourself, and your religion is useless. 



Proverbs 12:18 (NKJV) There is one who speaks like the piercings of 
a sword, But the tongue of the wise promotes health. 

But deceives his own heart… I think its interesting that when the 
tongue isn’t restrained, how it convinces us, it deceives us, it can keep us 
from the the truth, and keeps us from seeing the reality of our personal 
religion, and how destructive we have truly been, on the other hand 
when the tongue is properly controlled it can do great things and do 
great good. 

Proverbs 15:2 (NKJV) The tongue of the wise uses knowledge 
rightly, But the mouth of fools pours forth foolishness. 

James 1:27 NKJV - Pure and undefiled religion before God and the 
Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep 
oneself unspotted from the world. 

Pure and undefiled religion… James makes three points of what 
undefiled religion is, #1 to visit orphans we may not have many 
orphans in the region but we do have plenty of fatherless children, those 
kids whose dads are absent from the home, we are to visit the word visit 
has more of the idea of getting involved with their lives, spending time 
with them, sharing the word and encouraging them, spurring them on to 
live their lives for Jesus Christ, #2 We are to visit widows in their 
trouble, often times when widows are older they have no man to help 
them in the thins they need to accomplish around the house the heavy 
things of life, to comfort them, and encourage them. #3 we are to keep 
ourselves from being stained by the world, the believer is to be in the 
world but not of the world, unfortunately many a Christian has gone into 
the world seek to bring the good news only to be stained by the world, 
that is to fall into great sin. The only way to be effective in a world filled 
with sin is to keep from being stained by it, we are the light shining 
garments that stand out in a world of filthiness and overflow of 
wickedness.    



Application: 

1. The Word becomes flesh when we lay aside all filthiness and 
overflow of wickedness. 

2. The Word becomes flesh when our attitude, hunger and purpose 
for the word is working in our lives. 

3. The word becomes flesh when we become obedient to the word 
of God.


