
 

Moving to Light Green 2022 
Social and Ecological Justice Huron 

LIGHT GREEN PARISH ADJUSTMENTS FOR TRANSITIONING TO CARBON NEUTRAL 
 

This is a guide for parishes across the Anglican Diocese of Huron. Some of these steps involve a 
small cost, however, you will soon notice the long term cost savings. This guide is only for the light 
green stage which parishes are expected to complete by 2021 with cost prohibitive steps kept to a 
minimum. This format for the light green stage is highly influenced by the Greening Sacred Spaces 
audit and the Diocese of Niagara’s Green Parish Accreditation (bronze level) program. 

 

SPIRITUALITY & WORSHIP  

1. Make regular use of environmental-focused prayers, liturgies, hymns, and/or 
songs in worship. Use themes of stewardship with ecology to encourage all to 
care and participate. 

a. Resources: 
i. https://diohuron.org/social-and-ecological-justice-huron-ministry-reso

urces/  
ii. https://diohuron.org/ministries/ (click on social and ecological justice) 

2. Replace all candles with environmentally-friendly candles (beeswax, palm oil*, 
soy).  

a. Most candles are made of paraffin and are toxic.  
b. * If you get palm oil candles, ensure they are sustainably sourced and not 

contributing to deforestation.  
c. We understand candles can get expensive and that you may wish to 

deplete your current stock of candles first. This is fine, however, when 
new candles are purchased, they are to be beeswax, soy, or palm oil. 

3. Place symbols of nature in the sacred space and/or in the garden. Indoor plants are 
used throughout the building to improve air quality.  

4. Symbols that are placed in or outside should not be plastic and preferably be locally 
crafted/sourced from sustainable materials. Also, make sure nature isn’t being 
destroyed or harmed to achieve this (i.e. cutting branches off trees). A “no harm” 
attitude must be used, leaving a place better than we found it.  

5. If you have staff or volunteers willing to maintain them, plants, green walls, and 
fountains are wonderfully aesthetic and mood lifting. (Maybe this is your chance for a 
full body immersion pool?) 

 
 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRIES 

 
1.  Explore nature-care issues in children’s activities within the faith community.  

 

https://diohuron.org/social-and-ecological-justice-huron-ministry-resources/
https://diohuron.org/social-and-ecological-justice-huron-ministry-resources/
https://diohuron.org/ministries/
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a. Encourage children/youth to partake in diocesan or broader groups for the 
environment.  

2. Do not use micro plastics such as glitter or buy materials with glitter or plastic on it. Avoid 
cheap dollar store crafts and use natural materials when possible. Note - painted rocks can 
be harmful to some wildlife (only use non toxic paints). 
 

OPERATIONS/MAINTENANCE  

1. A Green Facilitator has been appointed and attends Parish Council 
meetings. 

a. A Green Facilitator job description will be added to the Diocese of Huron 
website and a link will be sent by email when available. 

2. All vacuuming is to be carried out during non peak hours (see your local energy 
provider for peak hours)  

3. Use naturally made or environmentally safe cleaning products which are scent free.  
4. Resources: 

a. https://davidsuzuki.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/queen-of-
green-green-cleaning-recipes.pdf 

b. https://www.madeleineolivia.co.uk/blog/20-diy-natural-cleanin
g-recipes-hacks-tips  

5. The faith community has a ‘think twice before printing’ policy and an active paper 
reduction and recycling policy.  

ENERGY  

1. Utility expenditures and energy consumption are tracked and documented. 
a. Updates can be announced at parish council meetings and the parish can identify 

their priorities based on what is most expensive or consumed.  
2. A walk-through audit has been completed by a member of the faith community and an 

implementation plan to resolve identified issues is in place (a link to the audit will be sent 
out along with the job description from above when available). 

3. Signage at all light switches reminds people to turn off lights when not in use.  
4. Programmable thermostats are in use and summer and/or winter set-back temperatures are 

in place.  
5. Ceiling fans are in regular use in order to circulate heat during the winter and cool the 

space during the summer. (Unless instructed otherwise by the Diocese ie. not on during 
COVID-19). 

6. Have used caulk and spray foam to air-seal the building. Weather stripping on windows 
and doors has been upgraded.  

7. Equipment is shut down or in stand-by mode when not in use. All equipment is on power 
bars that can be easily turned off when required.  

a. When possible, replace old and outdated equipment with new efficient models.  
 

WATER  

1. Basic efficiency steps have been taken such as insulating hot water tanks and pipes 
and installing low-flow aerators on all faucets. Check regularly for leaky faucets or 
toilets.  
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2. Post signs advising people to limit water usage. 
3. Create a “no plastic water bottles” environment and encourage everyone to 

carry a reusable water bottle with them. This can be done for coffee too by 
encouraging all to bring a travel mug with them. 

 
PARISH GROUNDS 

1. Blue bins can be found in every area with the possibility of waste (inside and out). Signs are 
posted near the bins advising people as to what can and can’t be recycled.  

a. See if your area has an app for your phone or ipad for recycling to help you better 
sort your recyclables. 

2. The faith community composts regularly through their municipal composting program.  
a. Check your community’s website to find out if they have a composting program. If 

not, purchase a backyard composter and encourage its use. Use this compost in the 
church’s gardens.  

3. Exterior watering of the grounds only occurs in the morning and is shut off when it is raining 
or rain is expected.  

4. Consider planting more plants around the church and reducing the amount of lawn that 
needs to be mowed and watered. Pollinator plants and native species need your help too. 

a. Consider a vegetable garden, pollinator garden, owl and/or bat boxes (to 
reduce pests), etc.  

b. No pesticides are used in the garden. 

KITCHEN/EVENTS  

1. Use locally sourced food and drinks when possible.  
a. Check your local resources for farmers’ markets, farms that have farm stores/stalls, 

health food stores, etc. 
b. Fair Trade coffee is used for all parish events (including weekly ministries and 

coffee hour). 
2. Only use china, silverware, and glassware - nothing that gets thrown directly into the 

garbage. These can be sanitized after. 
3. The dishwasher is only used when full and then only using the most efficient program or 

cycle available.  

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE  

1. The faith community has studied its faith traditions recent statements on fossil fuel 
divestment.  

a. Resources: 
i. https://www.anglican.ca/about/ccc/cogs/ritf/ 
ii. https://www.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/Investing-with-a-Mission.pdf 

2. The faith community has researched the traditional territory on which it is located/the             
treaty it is covered by and incorporates a statement of land acknowledgement into its              
events.  

a. Resources:  
i. https://native-land.ca  
ii. https://www.whose.land/en/  
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AT HOME  

1. Promote and facilitate household environmental and energy audits and water 
conservation (watch your email for the link). 

2. Find your local watershed authority here: 
https://watersheds101.ca/learn-about-watersheds/find-out-about-your-watershe
d  

3. Promote and encourage households to use environmentally friendly cleaning 
products or make their own: 

a. Resources: 
i. https://davidsuzuki.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/queen-of-

green-green-cleaning-recipes.pdf 
ii. https://www.madeleineolivia.co.uk/blog/20-diy-natural-cleanin

g-recipes-hacks-tips  
4. Car-pool, use public transit, and bike (when possible). Carpooling to church services and 

meetings is encouraged; a sign-up sheet, map of parish homes, and a volunteer to 
facilitate this service has been established.  

5. Eat less meat. Consider eating smaller portions of meat or having vegetarian meals more 
often. ½ of our plate should contain vegetables, ¼ grains or starches, ¼ meat (no more 
than the size of your palm). 
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