
Trusting God through thick and thin.                      1 Kings 17:2-24; Heb 11:1,7-12. 
 
Background: We are in northern Kingdom (Israel) and Ahab is on the throne. The worship of Baal (the 
god of fertility) has become the state religion and the country is in the grip of famine, in keeping with 
God’s earlier Word given through Elijah the prophet (1 Kings 17:1).  The theme running through our 
passage is: “Trust God, not Baal”, with trust = take God at his Word and live in the light of that. This 
theme unfolds in three different scenes. We’ll go to each in turn. 
 
1. Scene 1 – 1 Kings 17:2-6.  At the brook the Lord uses ravens to feed Elijah. Why was this a very 

unusual and unlikely way to feed him?  (see also Lev 11:13-19).  
 
 
 
2. When Elijah was hidden at the brook, God’s Word was hidden from his people, and here we see 

the other famine in Israel – a famine of the Word of God. Why is being starved of God’s Word 
such an issue? (see Matt 4:1-4). Today, many of us have many Bibles and we have sermons every 
Sunday. Can we be starved of God’s Word? How?  What can help? 

 
 
 
3. Scene 2 – 1 Kings 17:7-16. It is striking that Elijah was not sent to any of the widows in Israel but 

to a widow in Zarephath, in Baal’s heartland. What does her response to Elijah’s request (vs 15) 
show us about trusting God? How do we also see that in Heb 11:7-12? How can that help us? 

 
 
 
 
4. The sermon mentioned some of God’s amazing promises that we can trust eg saved by grace 

(Eph 2:8-10); held in the grip of grace (John 10:28,29); a new glorious world is coming (Rev 21:1-
4). What others have been a special comfort – or challenge to you? Please share with the group.  

 
 
 
 
5. Scene 3: 1 Kings 17:17-24. The death of the widow’s son was nothing less than a disaster. The 

sermon mentioned two lessons that flow from the miracle here, the first being: Power over 
death.  In this setting (Baal’s heartland, the deadness of Israel’s spiritual life) how was this a 
powerful encouragement for Elijah. It points us to an even greater reality – read Jn 11:25,26. 
What does this mean as you think of death, either yours or others?  
 
 
 
 

6. The second lesson is We live in the mystery (of faith). Please read Rom 8:28 and discuss times 
when God’s good plan didn’t seem so good (this can be in your life, or in the life of others). How 
can these passages help us at times like that? - John 3:16; Matt 27:45,46. 

 
 
 
Please pray for one another and encourage one another to trust God. 
 


