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Dear People of Christ in the Diocese of Athabasca: 
 
Thank you.  As I review the past year and a bit, I want to say thank you to each and 
every one of you.  These have been difficult times!  I am very grateful for how you 
have responded – with reaching out to each other, supporting each other, caring for 
each other.  With prayer, and with action. 
 
We are finally at a stage where, our Lord be praised, Covid appears to be on the 
decline – with vaccinations increasing, the government just released their 
reopening plan.  Hopefully by my next update in the fall, Alberta will, as a whole, 
be largely re-opened.  What will that mean for our congregations, our parishes?  
Will we be able to reconnect and rejoin each other in praise and thanksgiving?  I 
pray it will be so. 
 
Looking at our finances, again my thoughts are “thank you.”  Everyone is going 
through difficult times, and yet: Manning has paid its full-years’ assessment in full.  
Fairview already above its yearly assessment and going strong!  Berwyn-
Grimshaw is at its yearly pro-rated amount, and All Saints’ Fort McMurray is 
almost there, as is Peace River.  Athabasca, Beaverlodge, St. Thomas’ Fort 
McMurray, Fort Vermillion, and Manning have all paid their insurance costs in 
full.  Parishes with stipendiary clergy are pretty much on track with their 
remittances to the diocese for pension contributions and employee benefits. 
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These are causes for celebration.  I am so grateful that each of you are pulling 
together, for it is only in us supporting each other as one unified family of Christ 
that we will be able to fruitfully engage in lovingly sharing God’s kingdom with 
everyone within our diocese.  As a diocese, we are keen to support each other, so 
parishes, please send in your monthly financial information into the diocesan 
Synod Office so that we can effectively do so, as our Executive Archdeacon has 
been asking.  I am now hopeful for, and praying for, the possibility that we may be 
able to give the National Church the money they were expecting from us this year, 
which we had warned them we would be unable to (and which we have not 
included in our budget).  This will require more giving in gratitude for the work of 
Almighty God.  You have shown that we can go beyond the expected.  Your giving 
back to God some of the blessing which He has blessed you with, is blessing all of 
us in turn.   
 
Even more, I am hopeful that we will be able to pursue ministries in areas which 
we have been unable to until now.  What if we were able to have people praying, 
not just occasionally, not just on Sunday, but talking with God 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, across the diocese?  Bringing before our loving Father all that 
concerns us, within each of our communities?  What if we were able to have 
people dedicated to pastorally serving, walking in Christ, in every community in 
northern Alberta?  What if we were able to have people walking alongside those in 
need, those trapped in drugs, in the sex trade, in abuse, walking alongside them and 
sharing the love of Christ with them?  What if we were able to have people making 
a difference amongst all ages in our diocese – in the extended care homes, in work 
places, in the high schools and colleges, in the families and among the young – 
sharing with them the love of Christ by our actions, walking with them, and being 
open to answering their questions and concerns, in love?  What if all of those 
people were us, wherever we may be?  Whatever God puts into our hearts, we can 
do according to His will. 
 
You may have heard in the recent news about discovering 215 bodies of children 
buried at the residential school in Kamloops.  My heart breaks over the pain to the 
families and relatives of these children, and of all who mourn, grieve, and are in 
shock.  This may bring back memories of past events, past hurts, past injustices.  
Here in the Diocese of Athabasca, we in the Anglican church ran three residential 
schools, one at Whitefish Lake (St. Andrew’s, 1903-1950), one at Wabasca (St. 
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John’s, 1894-1966), and one near present-day Grouard (St. Peter’s, 1894-1932).  I 
am not aware of any undocumented grave sites at those schools, but we do have 
grave yards there, with the documentation for them at the Provincial Archives in 
Edmonton.  We would eagerly assist a band, however we may, if they request for a 
search of our properties.  Whether documented or not, let us hold up all who have 
lost children while those children were away at a Residential School.  	We grieve 
the loss of these children for themselves and their existing families and also for the 
relationships and future children they themselves may have had as well.  These are 
our brothers and sisters in Christ.	

Let us be sensitive to those who are hurting, and walk alongside them, with Christ.  
Let us pray for the time when “the residence of God is among human beings.  He 
will live among us, and we will be His people, and God himself will be with them.  
He will wipe away every tear from our eyes, and death will not exist any more—or 
mourning, or crying, or pain, for the former things have ceased to exist.” (Rev. 
21:3-4).  Let us strive to truly represent God as His Image, not harming but 
showing our discipleship in His love. 

Jesus said, “strive first for the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as well” (Matt 6:33).  Let us together strive for God’s 
kingdom, showing by our lives and words what it truly means to be part of the 
family of Christ.  Everything we need will be provided to us by our loving Father.  
You are part of a good and mighty work in Christ. 

Thank you so very much, for showing that we can do this. 

With love in Christ; 

 
 
David Greenwood, Bishop 
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Financial Highlights to the end of March: 
 
Revenue 
 Actual Anticipated Notes 
Grant from National Church $18,750 $18,750  
Diocesan Proportional Giving $41,704 $39,284  
Donations $6,511 $12,500 Actually caught up the 

following month 
Investment, Rental, 
Miscellaneous 

$6,868 $9,700 Timing, Less investment 
return 

Total $73,833 $80,234 92% of forecast 
Expenses 
 Actual Anticipated Notes 
Support of Parishes $1,993 $19,625 Parishes pulling through! 
Diocesan Events & Travel $160 $0 Where possible, using 

Zoom 
Bishop’s & Archdeacon’s 
residence, Synod Office – 
utilities, repairs, insurance 

$7,073 $8,575  

Diocesan Office Expenses $3,951 $4,488  
Bishop & Archdeacon Travel $680 $3,750 Where possible, using 

Zoom 
Diocesan Salaries & Benefits $47,819 $49,372 Bishop, Archdeacon, 

Secretary; EI, CPP, 
Pension & other benefits 
for clergy 

Utilities for Small Rural 
Churches 

$746 $2,125  

Total Expenses $63,207 $88,718 Note that expenses don’t 
include our normal gift to 
the National Church, 
which would add 
$12,500 per quarter. 

Overall $10,626 ($8,843)  
 
 
 


