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-Contemporary parables of the kingdom- 

Date:  June 13, 2021 (Pentecost 3) 

1.  Texts:  1 Samuel 15:34-16:13; Ps. 20; 2 Corinthians 5:6-11; Mark 4:26-34. 

2.  Subject:  parables. 

3.  Topic:  writing contemporary parables. 

4.  Aim:  educate, inspire. 

5.  Proposition:  “Having a ready parable or two is good for the kingdom of God.” 
 

OUR PARABLES OF THE KINGDOM 

 

 All of Terry Leer’s parishes know this definition by heart: 

A parable is a story told by Jesus to teach us a lesson about God 

and his people using everyday situations, sometimes with a 

surprise.   

Let me repeat that. 

A parable is a story told by Jesus to teach us a lesson about God 

and his people using everyday situations, sometimes with a 

surprise.   

 

 So, every parable told by Jesus is a work of fiction.  There never was a son 

who squandered his inheritance and had to come home to beg his father’s 

forgiveness.  There never was a judge who refused to hear a widow’s case.  Every 

Jesus parable is a work of fiction. 

 

 But every Jesus parable uses settings that all his listeners recognize.  They 

knew that the road from Jericho to Jerusalem was a dangerous one.  They knew 

what fisherman or farmers did.  Everyone knew all about sheep and goats—and 

the shepherds who kept them.  The settings are real enough, but the stories 

themselves are fictional. 

 

 Jesus used those stories to teach people about God and his relationship with 

the Jews.  He kept the stories simple and sometimes used an element of surprise 

to keep it memorable.   

 

 So, the kingdom of God is like someone who scatters the wheat kernels by 

hand, in a method called broadcast seeding.  And then, because he knows nothing 

about agricultural science, he just waits and by some miraculous process the seed 

sprouts and grows. 
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 Or the kingdom of God is like someone who plants mustard seeds along 

the edge of his wheat field and just leaves them to grow into bushes to produce 

more mustard seed.   

 

 “A parable is a story told by Jesus to teach us a lesson about God and his 

people using everyday situations, sometimes with a surprise.”  You surely see the 

difficulty now.  Jesus’ parables are not using everyday situations for us.  They 

were everyday back then.  But the context has changed, and they are no longer 

parables for our time. 

 

 We have two ways of approaching this.   

 

 First, we interpret the parables of Jesus.  This involves recreating an 

understanding of the context back then.  Broadcast seeding was normal back then.  

Growth of anything, including your wheat field, was considered a gift from God.  

Sure, they knew that the crops needed rain and that manure helped crops to grow, 

but both of these were gifts from God.  God gave the growth.  With such 

information we can interpret the parables.   

 

 The second way of approaching the change in context is to write our own 

parables.  We can come up with our own stories using our own context to teach 

people a lesson about God and his relationships with us.   

 

 “A parable is a story told by the Church to teach us a lesson about God and 

his people using everyday situations, sometimes with a surprise.”  With what can 

you and I compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? 

 

 The kingdom of God is like a woman who, upon finding a nearly 

miraculous cure for her arthritis pain, goes around telling everyone she can of her 

discovery and of her now pain-free life.   

 

 The kingdom of God is like when a professional athlete starts a foundation 

to help underprivileged children enjoy the physical and social benefits of team 

sports. 
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 The kingdom of God is like a woman who runs out of her house to tell all 

her neighbours about a pandemic tax benefit she received.  But in her excitement, 

she forgot her mask and as a result three of her neighbours caught Covid-19. 

 

 “A parable is a story told by the Church to teach us a lesson about God and 

his people using everyday situations, sometimes with a surprise.” 

 

 We now have three contemporary kingdom parables, the Parable of the 

Arthritic Woman, the Parable of the Professional Athlete and the Parable of the 

Covid Spreader.  Each story uses a contemporary context that we all know and 

understand.  So, interpret each parable right now. 

 

[Allow listeners to offer interpretations.] 

 

 In the Parable of the Arthritic Woman we learn that being a citizen of the 

kingdom of God brings a nearly miraculous new life which demands that the 

believer proclaim it near and far.   

 

 In the Parable of the Professional Athlete we learn that citizenship in the 

kingdom leads to service to the world and especially to the disadvantaged.   

 

 In a surprising twist, the Parable of the Covid Spreader uses Covid-19 as a 

metaphor for evangelism.  The disciple is to go out and excitedly spread the news 

of the kingdom in such ways as others are empowered to become citizens.     

 

 But, surely someone will want to ask, why bother with modern parables?  

Surely, Jesus’ parables are good enough.  They are in the Bible, after all.   

 

 Jesus used the stories set in his time to teach people about God and his 

relationship with his chosen people.  The stories were memorable and also 

provided an excellent starting point for meaningful conversations.  “What do you  

mean, the kingdom of God is like when a farmer scatters his seed?”  With such a 

question, the disciple can begin to effectively evangelize others.   
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 To just say, “Jesus told this story about a farmer,” will not be effective.  

People today will dismiss Jesus’ stories as being too old to have much meaning.  

Parables are just for Sunday Schools.  People today will not accept Jesus as God 

incarnate, whose stories have authority and meaning for believers.  But today’s 

believers can easily say, “When I think about belonging to God, it makes me think 

of a woman with arthritis who had to tell everybody about this miracle treatment 

for pain that she found.”  Then your listener can say, “I don’t know what the heck 

you mean.”  You’ll find a more open door to your proclamation because of a 

contemporary parable.   

 

 So, to write your own parable, start by thinking about what part of God and 

his relationship to us you want to explore.  Today’s parables were about the 

“kingdom of God”, since the parables from the lectionary were kingdom 

parables.  But you could choose the love of God or the Body of Christ or 

forgiveness, whatever.  Once you’ve narrowed your focus, then let your 

imagination roam freely.  What common experience might illustrate your point 

or challenge someone to ask questions?  Make your parable simple with only a 

few characters, who are somehow illustrating your one point.  Maybe make it 

memorable by inserting something unexpected—like the Covid Spreader being 

used to describe evangelism.   

 

 Once you’ve written a parable or two—or three—keep them in mind when 

you’re talking with others.  Look for an opportunity to say, “When I think about 

God, it reminds me…”  Then, when your listeners look at you as if you were 

crazy, you follow up with the interpretation of your parable.  Ta-daa.  With a 

parable in your pocket, you’ve opened the door to evangelism, just as Jesus did 

two thousand years ago. 

 

 AMEN.   

 


