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     One of the challenges and gifts of study and preparation for a Sunday homily is 

discovering what God wants me to share with God’s people this week. What you 

and I see and hear from what is usually a well-known set of scriptural readings 

depends on how we hear them this day. Our receptivity and insight depend on so 

many things… from being tired, worried or busy to the family and community 

challenges and joys that shape every day. 

     The 181
st
 Synod of the Diocese of Huron is in our rear-view mirror, and you 

will hear from your Synod delegate next Sunday. Please take the opportunity to 

read Bishop Todd’s two-part charge to Synod or view that and/or the entire 

proceedings on the Diocesan website under the media tab on the top banner.   

     I would like to share with you some of my reading in preparation for Pentecost 

2021. 

     “In brief, at Pentecost a community of brothers and sisters in Christ came into 

being ‘all one in Christ Jesus’. The whole church, not just official appointees, 

needs to make a new start, with women and men imagining the church with 

Pentecost as the corrective template. 

     The laity are the People of God, the whole people, the laos. As well ask about 

the role of the laity in the church as about the role of water in a river. Ecclesiastics 

should not pretend to have separate status as church directors and spokespersons. It 

would be a start in the right direction if they got to know the membership so as to 

encourage those with appropriate competence in different fields to speak from a 

faith basis, in place of themselves, and to bring into play the Spirit-endowed gifts 

of the people to build up worship as in 1 Corinthians 14…and let the church be the 

church.” 

(Wild Goose big book of worship resources; publishing division of the Iona 

Community, 2017; pg. 150). 

     Pentecost is often referred to as the birthday of the church, when the Holy Spirit 

descended as promised on all God’s people. It was awakening and empowering for 

those witnesses, and it can be awakening and empowering for you and me in 2021. 

We can choose to be ‘all one in Christ Jesus’. We can choose to identify and offer 

the gifts we have for use in this time and this place. And we can choose to be open 

to the leading of the Holy Spirit.  

     A closing prayer: “Holy God, you challenge ordinary people to live in your 

truth and love. As we worship you today, touch our hearts with your bright fire, 

that we may live the vision that befits your knowing of us. AMEN” (ibid, pg. 170) 


