


Acts 8:1-3 NLT
Saul was one of the witnesses, and he agreed 
completely with the killing of Stephen. A great 
wave of persecution began that day, sweeping 

over the church in Jerusalem; and all the believers 
except the apostles were scattered through the 
regions of Judea and Samaria. [2] (Some devout 

men came and buried Stephen with great 
mourning.) [3] But Saul was going everywhere to 

destroy the church. He went from house to house, 
dragging out both men and women to throw them 

into prison. 



Acts 8:4-8 NLT
But the believers who were scattered preached 

the Good News about Jesus wherever they went. 
[5] Philip, for example, went to the city of Samaria 
and told the people there about the Messiah. [6] 
Crowds listened intently to Philip because they 

were eager to hear his message and see the 
miraculous signs he did. [7] Many evil spirits were 
cast out, screaming as they left their victims. And 

many who had been paralyzed or lame were 
healed. [8] So there was great joy in that city.



Contagious:
Bad News Spreads…

Good



We Like Bad News



When we focus on the 
Bad News,

No News is Good News



Bad News Spreads… Good



Bad News Scatters, 
but when it’s ours

We try to Restrict It



There is a story about a wise man living on one of 
China's vast frontiers. One day, for no apparent 
reason, a young man's horse ran away and was 

taken by nomads across the border. Everyone tried 
to offer consolation for the man's bad fortune, but 
his father, a wise man, said, "What makes you so 

sure this is not a blessing?"
Months later, his horse returned, bringing with her 
a magnificent stallion. This time everyone was full 
of congratulations for the son's good fortune. But 
now his father said, "What makes you so sure this 

isn't a disaster?"
•



Their household was made richer by this fine 
horse the son loved to ride. But one day he fell off 
his horse and broke his hip. Once again, everyone 

offered their consolation for his bad luck, but his 
father said, "What makes you so sure this is not a 

blessing?" A year later nomads invaded across the 
border, and every able-bodied man was required to 

take up his bow and go into battle. The Chinese 
families living on the border lost nine of every ten 
men. Only because the son was lame did father 

and son survive to take care of each other.



“What appears like a blessing and 
success has often turned out to be 

a terrible thing. 
What appeared to be a terrible 

event has often turned out to be a 
rich blessing."



However,
Bad News Can Spread 

Good News



Persecution Spreads 
Philip and the Believers



Stephen’s Death Spreads
Paul’s Ministry



The Great News about 
Bad News

Is that when 
God Renews

It Spreads the Good News



Our Struggles
Spread the Gospel



Sharing Good News from 
Bad is

Contagious



What appeared to be a 
terrible event 

turned out to be our 
richest blessing.




