
"Logs and Sawdust" 
Matthew 7:1-6 

 
 
 
    Overview            “Here comes de judge!!”  Some of us might recognize this catchphrase which  

      became popular in comedic circles during the 1960’s.  Originally a song lyric, the  
      phrase became widely popular on TV shows, in music, and in pop culture.  
 
      The phrase has undoubtedly lost some of its humor given the widespread  
      judgmental attitude of our present day.  Everywhere you look, it seems someone   
      is passing judgment and denouncing someone (or something).    

  
                                Jesus had something to say about the subject.  His words may have been  
                                delivered over 2000 years ago but they sound timely in the midst of a world that  
                                often prefers blind anger over understanding and discernment.  
 
 
 
Getting Started  Passing Judgment 

 
 1.   If you could be any kind of judge, which one would you be (baseball umpire,  
  football referee, talent show judge, legal judge, etc.)?   Why?   
 
   2.   Do you think our legal judges should be appointed or elected?  Explain your  
  reasoning.  
 

3.   Have you ever felt unfairly judged?  What were the circumstances? 
 
 
 

 
 The Text   

 “Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2 For in the same way you judge others, 
 you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.  

3 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no 
 attention to the plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me 
 take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 

5 You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the 
speck from your brother’s eye.  

6 “Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample 
them under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces. 

  

                Matthew 7:1-6 (NIV) 

 

 

 

 



 
The Video (optional)    “Logs & Sawdust” – Matthew 7:1-6 – by Dennis Bunio, May 23/21   

   (view at www.immanuelonline.ca). 
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Understanding 

 
 1.  What is the command that Jesus gives in Matthew 7:1?   
 
 2.  What kind of “judging” is Jesus referring to in this passage?  Is He calling us  
  to avoid any kind of critical thinking or discernment at all  (Review  
  John 7:24: 1 Cor. 5:12, 6:1-5; Gal. 2:11; Phil. 3:2; Titus 3:10;  

    1 John 4:1-2)?  If not, what “judging” is He referring to (check  
    Matthew 5:21-22; Luke 6:36-37)? 
 
   3.  Why, according to verse 2, should we not judge others?  How does this create 
    a problem for us (see Rom. 2:1-5)?  Who is going to judge us in turn (see  
    also Heb. 12:23)? 
 
   4.  When we judge others, who really is the one with the problem (vs. 3-4)?   
    What imagery does Jesus use to communicate this point?   Why does  
    Jesus refer to one eye problem as being so much smaller than the other?  
 
   5.  What should be our initial response when we feel tempted to judge others  
    (according to verse 5)?  How does Jesus view us if we judge others? 
 
   6.  In verse 6, what does Jesus caution us to not do?  Who do you understand  
    the “dogs” and “pigs” to be?  What are the “pearls”?  Why would Jesus  
    include this instruction after His comments in verses 1-5? 
 
 
  
   Applying  

  1.  Which do we tend to notice first – the speck in our brother’s eye or the log in  
    our own?  Why is that? 
 

 



   2.  Aside from referring the person to this passage, what Scripture or steps would 
    you point a person to if they are struggling with a judgmental attitude?   
    Consider Matthew 18:15-17; 1 Cor. 11:28; James 2:13, 4:11-12; 5:9. 
 
   3.  The Greek word used for “hypocrite” occurs only in this one place in the entire 
    Gospel of Matthew (vs. 5).  Why do you think it is reserved for this   
    teaching (how does it especially fit the context of what Jesus is saying)? 
 
   4.  How does taking the approach described in verse 5 change our attitude (if at  
    all) to the person we initially wanted to judge?  Review Gal. 6:1,  
    1 John 1:8-10. 
 
   5.  Does Jesus suggest in verse 6 that we are not to share the Gospel with  
    anyone except those we know will accept it?  What does Jesus’ own  
    example suggest?  How would you apply this verse in your efforts to share 
    Jesus? 
 
   6.  Sometimes we are most critical of others over an issue that is of great   
    challenge in our own life.  Review your own pet peeves (where you are  
    most likely critical of others).  Is there any way your focus on those things  
    is a reflection of your own personal struggle?  How might you ensure you  
    do not judge people over such things? 
 
   7.  What steps will you take in the coming week to balance the need to be   
    discerning (judging people and situations rightly) with the need to be  
    gracious and non-judgmental towards others? 
 
 
 
Memory Verse(s) 

    

 5 You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see 
 clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.  
                   
         Matthew 7:5  (NIV) 
 

  
 
Extra Resources 

  
v “Logs & Sawdust” – Matthew 7:1-6 – by Dennis Bunio, May 23/21 (view at 

www.immanuelonline.ca).  Pastor Dennis helps explain the truth (and the 
faulty interpretations) of this well-known passage.  

v “Judging Others: The Verse Pagans Love to Quote” - by John MacArthur 
(article on www.gty.org, Jan. 14, 2021).  MacArthur provides clarity on the 
kind of judging God wants us to practice.  

v “Avoiding Improper Judgments” – (devotional on www.ligonier.org, 
Tabletalk Magazine).  This brief devotional makes the point that we 
need to be harsher on ourselves than we are on others.   

 

 


