
Forgive Us: Ongoing Repentance 
2 Samuel 12:1-14 (May 30, 2021) 
Begin with Prayer 
In silence, invite the Holy Spirit to guide you. Pray: Search 
me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my 
thoughts. See if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting.” (Psalm 139:23-24).  

Reconnecting and Debriefing 
Take a moment to check in with one another (2 minutes each). 
1. How have you experienced God’s presence in the past week? 
2. Who is your closest spiritual friend, who encourages you when you are living right, but 

also confronts you when you do something wrong? 

Introduction 
Whether we gather in person or online, our goal remains the same: to be a people 
apprenticed to the life of Jesus. His life and teaching is our example and our 
source of truth. Remember the commitments we make to each other to foster 
safety and freedom as we pursue spiritual growth together:  
• Whenever possible, please listen to the sermon prior to gathering (Sunday or online). 
• While we are meeting (even online), commit to focussing rather than multitasking. Be all here. 
• Give every person an equal opportunity to share, even if it takes time to form or finish their 

thoughts.  
• Be respectful and non-judgmental. 
• Honour sharing boundaries z Honour sharing boundaries (only what you have permission to 

share, no gossip) and guard confidentiality (what we share here stays here). 
• Don’t try to fix, problem-solve or rescue; keep pointing one another to the truths of the gospel 

for our lives.  

Listening to God’s Word 
David should not have been there. But there he was, letting his gaze linger on a beautiful 
woman whose husband was fighting his battles. That secret contemplation of sin eventually 
led David to commit adultery (or worse) with Bathsheba, and then to arrange for death of her 
husband, Uriah. David describes the weight that burdened his heart while he denied his sin in 
Psalm 32. However, the day of reckoning came upon David. No matter how much we avoid 
dealing with the unpleasant consequences of our sins, there is a day when we are held 
accountable for what we have done before God. In this week’s study, David’s experience will 
serve as a framework to understand what a journey of confession and repentance entails for 
apprentices of Jesus. 
 
Small Group Discussion 
Read 2 Samuel 12:1-14. Then discuss together: 
• What is your first thought when you read through this/these passage(s)? 
• How does the parable in 12:1-4 creatively reveal the nature of David’s sin? 
• What does Matthew 7:5 reveal about David’s reaction in 12:5-6? 
• How do you think you would respond to Nathan’s confrontation in 12:7? 
• How does God demonstrate his love for David (12:7-8)? 



• In your experience, what role has God’s love played in your repentance?  
• How does Nathan characterize what David had done (12:9)? What does this 

teach us about sin?  
• What consequences does God’s judgment bring for David’s sin? (12:10-12)   
• How did God react to David’s confession in 12:13-14? 

o What does it say about repentance? 
o What does it say about how God deals with sin? 

• Read some of the other verses Matthew shared on Sunday: Romans 7:15-19, 
Mark 1:14-15, Proverbs 27:6, Acts 20:21. What do these teach us about the 
ongoing role of repentance in the life of Jesus’ apprentices?  

• On a scale from 1 to 10, how would you rate your readiness to admit your 
wrongdoings, small or large? 

• What longing or desire does this Scripture awaken in you?  
• How do you sense the Holy Spirit calling you to respond to or act on what 

we have read and discussed?  

Series Practice: Examen 
Throughout the centuries prayerful people have found direction for their lives through the 
practice of the “examination of conscience,” or “examen.” The examen leads us to listen 
deeply to the data of our lives. It helps us recognize the things that bring us death and 
life. Once these things are known, they become part of our ongoing interaction with God 
in prayer. The following practices will help you to make the examen part of your spiritual 
life as a useful way to recognize your wrongdoings and cultivate ongoing repentance. 
• Entry Level Practice: Make a list of feeling words. For example: accepted, anxious, 

apathetic, confused, defeated, disgusted, ecstatic, enraged, paranoid, weepy, 
undecided. At the end of each day, in the presence of God, prayerfully let these words 
help you articulate what drains, tempts or saps you, and what gives you life and helps 
you walk in intimacy and obedience with Christ. Let this knowing inform your choices. 

• Foundational Practice: Ask some of your family and close friends to help you to see 
your blind spots. Ask question like, What do I do that hurts you? How could I better 
love you? What is it like to be with me? Do I show interest in others or talk mostly 
about myself? Let their answers guide you in a time of confession and repentance 
before God. 

• Stretch Practice: Look back over the past year. List the things that brought you life 
and the times you were able to truly give and receive love. Make another list of the 
life-thwarting moments. What do you discover about yourself? How can this self-
awareness help you to choose a healthier, God-directed life? 

Caring for One Another  
• Do you or your family have a need that the Life Group can help meet? 

Using Psalm 32 as a guide, based on what you’ve shared together, spend time 
listening to God and praying for one another. 


