
Clothed in Christ: Put On Love 
 

1. We are starting a new series today that will sound a bit like the old 
series…because it is. Rather than using the garden metaphor, we are 
going to use other symbols such as our clothes, our closets, our 
attics, and the baggage we carry around with us: put off, put on.  

 
2. Galatians 3:26-29. I want you to notice three things in this passage, 

but we will only focus on one of them today.  
 

a. We are baptized into Christ.  
b. Our new life in Christ is a constant, intentional clothing 

ourselves with Christ, making ourselves less us and more him.  
c. When we are clothed with Christ, the distinctions between us 

fade. We are no longer defined by our gender or ethnicity.  
 

3. We are going to focus on the second point today and in this series: 
clothing ourselves with Christ. And what will that look like? Let’s look 
at these passages: 1st John 4:16-19. Now look a few verses later at 
1st John 5:2. It is here that a lot of us were shipwrecked for we were 
told that REAL love was being super obedient and worshiping and 
believing with precision.  

 
4. Love looked a lot more like a labor camp full of laws and rules and 

distinctions/divisions than I thought love was supposed to look like. 
No marriage would survive this format and any childrearing 
philosophy that looks like this will produce rebellious children, 
addictions, and broken hearts.  
 

5. Then Jesus comes along and says this: Matthew 22:34-40. 
Wait…there are a LOT of rules in the OT, over 600 by most counts. 
And Jesus comes along and says that love is what all those rules 
were about? How is that possible?  
 

6. Paul gives us some insights in Romans 8:10-13. This is one of those 
subjects that makes us stop and look back and see everything again 
for the first time (like “The Sixth Sense”).  
 

7. It may take us more than one Sunday to cover this, but it is important 
enough to take whatever time we need because ALL of the law and 



prophets hang on this and the NT tells us that we are known as 
Christians by our love.  
 

8. Let’s take a trip back in time to the top of a Mountain in the Sinai 
peninsula. God gives Moses a great amount of information and laws 
while they are up there together, but it all starts with 10 
Commandments. In Exodus 20, we get the list.  
 

9. The first three deal with our relationship with God. We will come back 
to those at a later date. (You shall have no other gods before me. 
Make no graven image. Do not take the Name of God in vain) 
 

10. The next two have a positive admonition: Exodus 20:8-12. 
Notice that, even here, we get flashes of love in the way we are to 
give the same rest and consideration to those who work for us that 
we take for ourselves and we are to honor those who sacrificed for 
us, in this case, our parents.  
 

11. Now we hit a section of negative commands and it is here I 
want to spend the remaining time. Exodus 20:13-17. Now, Jesus said 
that love of God and each other fulfills the law and Paul agreed, even 
naming some of the commands (roll the recording back and see!). Do 
you see it yet? 
 

12. You cannot love someone if you are murdering them. Note, this 
is not killing. Killing can be an accident, an act of negligence, an act 
of self defense or a function of the judicial system but murder is 
always the result of selfishness and a lack of love.  
 

13. What about adultery? Isn’t some adultery committed with love 
in their hearts for each other? Of course…but they are not the only 
people on the planet. If I love you, I cannot misuse you by using your 
body without making a lifelong covenant with you. I cannot sin against 
my wife if I love her and she cannot sin against me if she loves me. 
Loving ALL people means you cannot commit adultery with some of 
them.  
 

14. Stealing? By now, you should be getting ahead of me and good 
for you if you are. How can I take something from you if I love you? 
How can I take what you worked for, wanted, planned for an 



purchased just because I want it? I CAN do that out of selfishness, 
but not out of love.  
 

15. Don’t lie about anyone. Enough said? 
 

16. Don’t covet anything anyone else has. That one is hard to do 
(dad “I wouldn’t want to pay the taxes on that thing”) but that is why 
we put on clothes every day: clothing ourselves in Christ is not a one 
and done deal.  
 

17. Forgiveness for all of these sins and so many others is certainly 
there for all who turn to Christ. Salvation is an event and a process. 
That is why the blood of Christ continually cleanses us from all sin. 
That said, we play a part. Now that we are Christians, we are to dress 
appropriately. That requires planning, intention, and a serious look in 
the mirror (checking the dress code at churches, weddings).  
 

18. Time to check our closets and plan what we are going to wear 
to look more like Jesus.   


