
1-2 Kings                                                                            Study Notes 
Lesson 19 - 2 Kings 11:1-16:20 

Introduction 

Jehu’s revolution offered only a temporary reprieve from judgment, and the remainder of the 
history of the northern kingdom is a downward slide toward exile. During this period of just 
over 100 years, the writer moves back and forth between the two kingdoms: Judah is 
occasionally faithful, but Israel is consistently disobedient. The result is the exile of the ten 
northern tribes, a judgment so severe that the next section, chapter 17,  includes  a lengthy 
theological explanation.


Study Questions


1. How do the events in chapter 11 demonstrate God’s sovereignty?


2. Summarize the actions taken by Jehoiada the priest in chapters 11 and in 12:1-9. How 
does this man demonstrate strong and worthy leadership?


3. What is significant about the actions taken by the people of Judah in 11:18? How would 
you compare and contrast their actions with what King Jehu had earlier done in Israel in 
10:18-28?


4. How does the reign of Joash of Judah slide downhill into disappointment and tragedy? And 
what do you think was the cause of this?


5. From the evidence in chapter 12, what does God want his people to remember most about 
Joash of Judah?


6. In 13:14-19, what is the chief significance in the things that were said and done during 
Joash’s meeting with the dying prophet Elisha?


7. Look closely at 13:22-23. What is most significant about this summary statement of the 
Lord’s heart and perspective toward rebellious Israel?


8. What does 2 Kings 14:26-27 reveal about God’s character, especially in light of Israel’s 
persistent spiritual corruption?




9. Israel’s kings during the nations final days are now recounted in rapid succession (15:1-38) 
In what ways are the events of this section anticipated earlier in 1 and 2 Kings (consider, 
e.g. 1 Kings 14:15; 2 Kings 10:30; 15:12)?


10. In chapter 16, what things do you see King Ahaz doing wrong?


11. From the evidence in chapter 16, what does God want his people to remember most about 
Ahaz of Judah?


Theological Soundings 
1

Worship Reform.  Amid the Baal worship that had occupied God’s people during the preceding 
years, the temple had fallen into neglect. Second Kings 8-12 emphasizes the the purity of the 
temple worship in the life of God’s people. Joash’s coronation ceremony takes place within the 
temple courts (2 Kings 11:11-12), while the slaughtering of the wicked Athaliah must not occur 
within the temple confines (v.15). When Joash begins to rule after a long period of Baal 
worship, repair of the temple is desperately needed (12:4-16). This portion of scripture 
emphasizes the importance of the worship of God’s people as they draw near to God in 
accordance with the institutions he has ordained.


Personal Reflection


In what ways do these actions of the kings and the people affect your life today?


What do you consider the most difficult part of remaining  faithful to God in such a sinful 
world?


Take time to read through Psalm 42 and use this as a prayer before the Lord.

 Ortland pg. 641


