
John 3:16 
One Verse Method

This is a step by step explanation, including diagrams, of how to use John 3:16 to share the Gospel with 
someone. 

Introducing the Verse
Transition:  John 3:16 is the most popular verse in the entire Bible. It’s popular because it shares the 
overarching theme of the Bible in just one sentence. Would you mind giving me 5 minutes to show it 
and explain it to you? 

Action:  Take a piece of paper and write the words to John 3:16 on the top of the page in this format. 
To help you remember the order, take note that the two phrases in the middle begin with “that” and end 
with a reference to Jesus. Number these phrases in the following order: 1, 3, 4, 2.

John 3:16
                           1. For God so loved the world
                           3. that He gave His only begotten Son,
                           4. that whoever believes in Him,
                           2. shall not perish but have eternal life. 

Explanation:  The reason that John 3:16 is the most popular verse is because it sumarises the whole 
Bible in four spiritual truths. If you understand these four spiritual truths, you will understand what the 
whole Bible is all about and what God wants you to know.

The spiritual truths are: 1) God has always had a PURPOSE, 2) Man has had a PROBLEM from almost 
the beginning of time, 3) God made a REMEDY to man’s problem, 4) Man is given an opportunity to 
RESPOND to God’s remedy. 



God’s Purpose
 
Transition:  Let’s look at the first truth.

Action:  Ask the person you are sharing with what they think are the three most important words in the 
first statement. When they say “God,” “Loved,” and “World” place quotes around those words. 

And then towards the middle of the page begin drawing your diagram using the words in quotes, World, 
Loved, and God. 

Illustration: If you were to ask a parent why they love their child—son or daughter—the most likely re-
sponse would be, “Becuase they are my child. They don’t have to do anything for me to love them, I just 
do because they are mine.” … God feels the same way abou us. 

Explanation:  God created people so that He could have a relationship with them. He intended that rela-
tionship to be one characterized by love—His love for us and our love for Him. 
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Transition:  Why do you think that most people are not experiencing this relationship with God today? If 
they were we’d hear more about it. 

Action:  Draw the word “sin” below the word “loved.” And then draw right angels to form a divide be-
tween “World” and “God.” 

Illustration: Imagine an orchestra that is performing a concert. All of a sudden one of the musicians be-
gins to play her melody. What would the director do? Would he make all the musicians leave the concert 
hall? No, only the one who played differently than all the rest. 

Explanation: Spiritually, when we do our own thing different from what God desires, we are going 
against Him. He is right to separate Himself from us; we are wrong to have done what we’ve done. God 
is perfect, we are imperfect. God doesn’t have sin, but we do. Just like the conductor, God needs to eli-
miate whoever is not following His perfect lead because God cannot coexist with sin. It is impossible for 
Him to remain perfect while living with those who are not. 

This is the result of sin. Sin is disobedience to God. When anyone offends anyone else it is understand-
able that it will cause problems in relationship. Our sin caused probems between the world and God—it 
separated us from Him.  
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Our Problem
Transition:  Now we come to the second spiritual truth. The second phrase says “shall not perish but 
have eternal life.” 

Action:  Ask, “What do you thnk are the three most important words in this phrase?” When they say 
“eternal life” and “perish” put quotes around those words. And then write the word in the angle on the 
left and draw an arrow pointing away from the word “perish” or “death” poitnint toward the word “hell.”  

Illustration: A long time ago in England there was a convicted criminal by the name of Charlie Peace. He 
had committed such atrocities that he had been sentenced to die. When the day of his death sentence 
arrived a minister walked the final walk with him while reading scripture. The minister read about heaven 
and about hell—heaven being marvelous and hell being a place of eternal fire where those sentenced 
to it will never die. Startled, Charlie asked the minister, “Are you telling me that I am going to be thrown 
into this place but I will never die? I will burn for eternity but will never be consumed?” The minister was 
surprised that he cared but he said, “Yes that is true.” Charlie answered him saying “If you were to spread 
broken glass across all of England, from one side to the other, and you told me my enemy was on the 
other side and this was his fate, I would crawl on my hands and knees from my side to his to warn him. 
Why is it no one ever told me this?” 

Explanation:  It is awful to be separated from God and the love He has for us; but it gets worse. The 
Bible teaches that whoever dies physically while being spiritually separated from God, that person will 
spend eternity in a very real place called “hell.”  



Transition:  This is bad news, but the second spiritual truth also has some very good news. 

Action:  Where we have “hell” on the one side corresponding with “death,” what word do you thnk we 
have on the other side corresponding with “eternal life”? Draw an arrow pointing away from the words 
“eternal life” and write the word “heaven.”  

Illustration: Jesus told his disciples that He was going to His Father (that’s God) to prepare a place for us. 
Think about this…if God created the entire world in six days, and Jesus has been working on heaven for 
over 2,000 years, can you imagine how incredible it will be? 

Explaination:  The Good News is that God the Father doesn’t want anyone to be thrown into hell for 
eternity. His desire is to have relationship with us as it was supposed to be from the beginning. He wants 
us to live forever in a place that the Bible calls the “Kingdon of God,” or “heaven.” 



God’s Remedy
Transition:  Now the question becomes, “What does one have to do to solve the problem of sin? This 
brings us to the third spiritual truth. 

Action: Ask the question, “What do you think is the one most important word in this phrase?” If and 
when they say “Son” place quotes around that word and then write the “S” and the “N” to each side of 
the “O” in “LOVED.” This will form a cross that you will draw the outline around to make apparent.

                       1. For “God”  so “loved” the “world”

                       3. that he gave his only begotten “Son,”

                       4. that whoever believes in Him

                       2. shall not “perish” but have “eternal life.” 
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Illustration:  The pyramids of Egypt are the world renown tombs of mummies which include the ancient 
kings of Egypt. Westminster Abbey in London is a famous burial site for most kings and queens of En-
gland from the thirteenth to the eighteenth centuries. The Green Dome in Medina is famous because 
of the remains of Islamic prophet Muhammed that lie beneath. The national cemetary at Arlington in 
Washington D.C. is famous because of the U.S. soldiers who lie at rest there. However, there is on major 
difference between these burial sites and the tomb of Jesus.  The tomb of Jesus is not visited because of 
what is inside, but rather it is visited because it is empty. 

Explanation:  God remedied the problem of our sin when He sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to live a perfect 
life and then die on the cross so that our sin could once and for ever be forgiven. The most wonderful 
part of that is that after Jesus died and was buried God raised Him from the dead because the sacrifice 
was an acceptable payment for our sin. This proved that God has the power to save and raise us up to a 
new and eternal life with Him.  



Our Response
Transition: The question now becomes, “How can a person cross the divide of separation on the bridge 
that Jesus provides?” The fourth spiritual truth answers that question. 

Action:  Draw a curved rainbow-esque arc between the word “world” and “God.” Explain that all of the 
words in this last phrase are important (maybe except for the “that”). Above the arc write “Whoever be-
lieves in me.” 

       
   WHOEVER BELEIVES IN HIM

Illustration:  A large crowd was was once watching the famous tightrope walker, Blondin, when he was 
crossing Niagara Falls. He crossed the falls many  times in one day. The distance was over 3,000 feet 
across and 150 feet above the raging water. Every time he finished  his trip he would ask the crowd if 
they believed he could take somoene with him as he crossed. And every time they said they believed he 
coiuld. But when he asked for a volunteer, nobody wanted to go with him. 

Explanation: It’s the same with Jesus. We can say that we believe in Jesus. But, in order to cross the 
divide we must make the choice of following Him…committing our lives to His truth. It’s not enought to 
simply know (1) that God loves you, (2) that your sin separates you from His love and ulitmately results 
in eternal separation in hell, and (3) that the death of Jesus on the cross is the remedy of our separation 
problem. It’s only effective when a person (4) believes in Jesus as the Savior and follows Him as their 
Lord that one can cross the divide caused by sin and enjoy the love relationship that was intended from 
the very begining. 



Invitation
Transition: Would it be OK for me to personalize this for you? 

Action:  Draw a circle around the word “whoever” on the arc. 

        
  WHOEVER BELEIVES IN HIM

Illustration:  If I gift you my pen right now, when would it become your personal property? When I of-
fered to you? or When you received it? 

Explantion: It is the same with crossing the divide. It does not become your experience until you receive 
it by faith. The Bible says that “whoever” believes in Him will cross to the other side and receive eternal 
life. Ask, “Where would you put yourself in this diagram?” 

• If the person puts themselve on the right side with God, express your happiness and then ask, 
“What was the circumstance of them receiving?” When and where did it happen. 

• If they put themselves on the left side with the World or somewhere in between ask, “Is there 
something that is holding you back from putting your full faith in Jesus’s work for you on the cross 
and then going over to the other side in relationship with God?” 

• If they say “yes,” ask what are the obstacles that are holding them back. If you don’t 
have the answer to their question or their explanation, tell them that you are going to 
pray about what they have told you; that you’ll research their concern and you hope to 
talk again real soon. 

• If they say “no,” get ready to lead them through a prayer that expresses their newfound 
faith to God. 



Prayer of Salvation
Tranistion:  Your deire to place your faith in Christ and cross the divide that separates you from a loving 
relationship with God is as easy as 1, 2, 3, 4. 

Action:  Place the number 1 alongside of the word “loved,” and the number 2 alongside the word “sin,” 
the number 3 alongside the word “Son,” and the number 4 alongside the word “whoever.” 

1

2

3

4

Explanation: One can easily place their faith in Jesus because He has done all the hard work already. We 
just need to talk to God and Jesus in prayer telling them of our desire. It’s important to keep in mind that 
the attitude of our heart is most important—more important than the words of our mouth. We could talk 
to God and say all the right words, but if our heart is not “in it,” if it is not convinced that Jesus’s sacrifice 
is the only way to have relationship with God, we won’t cross the divide. Can I halp you pray this payer? 
If yes, repeat after me? 

1) Father God, I know that you love me and always have, 2) I am sorry for the sin I have done that 
has caused our separation in relationship, 3) I know that you sent Jesus to forgive me of my sins, and 
4) I believe that what Jesus did--His death on the cross--was for me. I am placing my faith today in 
Him.  I pray this in Jesus’s name, Amen.


