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Let's begin with a mystery today... shall we?


In the early 1600's... [1 HTC Suffolk]  
There was a bit of iconoclastic fervor... 

That accompanied the reformation movements...

Throughout Germany and England.


Meaning that... 

People who were anti-Catholic... 
Mucked about...  
Smashing statues...

Images of saints... 

Art of all kinds... 

In churches...

Including stained glass windows. 


One of the churches attacked in this way...

Was Holy Trinity Church in Long Meldford, Suffolk, England. 

This is the stained glass work... [2 HTC North Door]

Found above the north door...


You have St. Dominic on the left...

St. Peter on the right. 

And Mary cradling the crucified Jesus...

In the center. 


But if you look very closely...

There's a little round window...

Under all the amazing art.


This is a closeup of that... [3 HTC 3 Hares]

Itty bitty round window.

It's called the Three Hares. 

You can see where the window was repaired...


But more interesting than that...

Is the fact that there are three hares... 
Not rabbits... mind you...

Rabbits have shorty ears...

Hares have long ears.

 
So... three hares... [4 Three Hares]

But did you notice...

There are only three ears. 

Among them. 


Sure... it looks like they have two ears each... 
But in reality... there are only...

A total of three ears. 




They say... this is an image of the Holy Trinity.  
Because they are all connected...  
In fact they share each other's ears... 

But they are all individual hares.


Three in One.

One in Three. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

But that's not the mystery. 

The mystery is... 

The earliest version of this three hares motif...

Was found in a Buddhist cave... 

In China. 


This image... is present in all major religions. 

Christian, Jewish, Islamic, and Buddhist cultures

All have examples of the three hares...

Painted... stained glass... plaster... and metal work. 


It has been found throughout...

Asia and Europe.

Separated by 5000 miles...

And across the span of 1000 years. 

 
But how it spread... 

Over location and time... 

Is a complete mystery. 

 
What it means to all these different groups...

Is a complete mystery.

 
Why it would be so significant... 

To all these world religions... 

Baffles smart people... 

Who know things. 


Now. This.  The Three Hares... 
Is a good and worthy mystery...  
And sets the mood...

For us to celebrate...

Holy Trinity Sunday.  [5 Trinity]

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Here are a few facts about Holy Trinity Sunday. 


It's the only weekend of the entire church year...

That is based on a doctrine of the church...

Instead of guided by the scriptures for the day. 

Not a bible story per se. 


The word Trinity does not...

I repeat it DOES NOT...

Appear in scripture...

Anywhere. 




It took the Universal Church...

You know before we became the divided... 

Denomination based entity we are today...

 
It took the early church... 

Nearly 400 years to decide about Trinitarian orthodoxy...

To get this all "straightened out"... 

At the Council of Nicaea... 


And of course... the result was... 
The Nicene Creed. 


If you want more confusing details... 
About what the church believes regarding the Holy Trinity...

I encourage you to go home...

After church....

 
And look up... either in a hymnal... 

Or on the internet... 
The Athanasian Creed. 


It is long. 

It is confusing. 

But it's what we believe.

It's a whole lot of words.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

And if there has ever been a case...

Of less being more...

In my opinion... 

We should heed that practice...

When talking about the Holy Trinity... 

Because... every time... 
We try to explain... 
How it works...

We end up... 
In some kind of heresy. 

 
It's a trap. 

It defies human logic.

It is more... than we can comprehend...

Or explain... 

Or contain...

In our human brains. 


We can't put God in a box. 


So... maybe...

We should we should just do... 

What Brother Elric did.

He was a 12th century monk, 

Who badly botching a sermon 

On the Holy Trinity.




And as a direct result...

Took a vow of silence...

For the rest of his life.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

But... as they say...

I have the floor.

So I have to say something. 

About this day.

This text.

This God. 


Let's start with Nicodemus. [6 Nicodemus.]

From the gospel lesson. 


So.  He's an important guy.

He has some impressive credentials... 
That are acknowledged...

By the gospel writer...


He's a Pharisee. 

Which means he is highly educated...

In the Law of God... 

And the politics of his day. 


John also states... 
That Nicodemus is a leader of the Jews.

Pharisees were more in touch... 
With the people...

Not rich, powerful, or important.

But still influential with the people. 


And then later... in this lesson...

Jesus says...

You are a teacher of Israel. 

So again.  A rabbi. 

A teacher.

A leader. 


And it seems... 

That he's talking on behalf of... all the Pharisees...

There are about 6000 of them...

Active at the time of Jesus. 

 
That's a big group. 

I think it would be hard... 
To get any kind of consensus. 

 
But Nicodemus...

Acts as though... 
He's speaking for the whole group. 


He says...  to Jesus..

Rabbi... teacher... 




WE know... 

That you are a teacher... 

Who has come from God. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Whenever I would say WE...

Growing up. 


Like WE wondering if...

It would be ok... 

To go swimming...

Down at the lake.

 
Gramps would say... WE?  [7 Mouse in Your Pocket]  
You got a mouse in your pocket?

Meaning... if you're talking for yourself... 
Don't say WE...  
Say I. 


Stand up. Ask your question.  
Speak for yourself. 


It seems to me...

That Nicodemus...  
Was actually...

Speaking for himself.

 
But he just needed...

To NOT BE... 

The central focus...

Of Jesus' attention.

 
He wanted to ask Jesus something... 
But he didn't want him to know... 
That it was coming from him.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

You know... 

How in today's world... 
Someone will ask a question... 
And then say... 
Well... I'm asking for a friend.

 
And you know... 
Darn well... 

There is no friend.

They want to know the answer... 
But don't want to bear the responsibility...

Of asking a direct question. 


So Nicodemus says...

WE know you are from God.

We know you're a teacher. 

We know that no one... 
Can do the miracles... 




The signs... 

The casting out demons...

That you do... 
Apart from God.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

See. That's just not true.

He's not speaking for the Pharisees...

They don't all agree... 
With what he just said. 


Some of the Pharisees... 
Thought Jesus was doing...

The miracles and signs he performed...

And casting out demons...  
By the power of the devil.

 
They said to Jesus...

By the power of Satan... 
He casts out Satan. 


But Jesus say...

Pish posh.

That's not how it works.

A house divided against itself...

Cannot stand. 


Anyway.

I hope you can see. 

It wasn't WE. 

It was HE. 


Nicodemus believed that Jesus was from God.

Nicodemus believed he was a great teacher. 
Nicodemus believed that Jesus did miracles... 
By the power of God. 


He was just afraid to tell Jesus...

He believed. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

That's why he came at night. [8 Nick at Night]


Seriously.  This was a shady rendezvous. 

It happened at night... 
Because Nicodemus... 
Didn't want anyone else to see.

That he was talking to Jesus. 


You know... people who have nothing to hide... 
Can do their stuff...

During the day. 

In the light. 

Without any fear...

Of being exposed. 




But Nicodemus is hiding. 

So what does this guy want?

I mean... he's going against his tribe... 
The other Pharisees... 

 
He's taking this huge risk... 
By talking to this heretical itinerant teacher...


He's afraid...

So he comes at night...

But he's still there. 

Isn't he. 

He's standing there... 

In the presence of Jesus. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

And I think it's because...

Something is stirring...

Inside of him. 


He's heard and seen Jesus.

And something is happening to him. 

Something is working on his heart. 


He's starting to believe.

And he wants to believe.  Kind of. 

And he's hoping against hope.... 

That this may be true. 

That something is here. 


But if he is going to step up...

He needs more. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

And even though...

I'm sure he has all kinds of questions... 
To ask Jesus. 

 
Jesus does not give him that chance.

He looks at Nicodemus... 

And says... 


I'm telling you the truth...

NO ONE can see the Kingdom of God... 
Without being born from above. 

Some versions of the text say... 
Without being born again. 
 
Both are right.

Born from above.  Born again.  
Both are supported by the Greek. 

For us... it seems a bit ambiguous. 

But both true. 


And Jesus and Nicodemus...

Go back and forth... 




And the poor guy...

Tries to understand...


But he's trapped.

You have to feel sorry for him.

He just doesn't understand.

 
He's trapped between everything he has been taught.

His entire religious TRADITION... 

And his deep NEED to understand... 
How God works. 


And the actual faith that is required... 

To allow the Holy Spirit... 

To work inside of him. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
So... instead of going through all that...

Let's get to the bottom line... the take away... 

Which has two parts. 


First of all... [9 Born From Above]

Being born again. 

Being born from above.

Comes by the Holy Spirit. 


Did you notice in this interaction... 
With this spiritually hungry man... 
Who was willing to do... 
Just about anything.

To gain the kingdom of God. 

 
Jesus says... 

It's not up to you.

It's the Spirit. 

And the Holy Spirit works the wind. 

It blows... wherever it wants to blow.


You have no choice.

IN this situation.

If the Holy Spirit is working on your heart...

Then you best let go...

And let it work. 


Because... 

It does what it wants to do. 
It works how it wants to work.

It accomplishes... whatever God wants to accomplish,. 


And so it is with faith. 

It is the Holy Spirit....

That draws us to Christ. 


Not us... coming to Christ on our own.




----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Luther wrote: 
I believe that I cannot...

By my own strength or understanding... 

Believe in Jesus Christ my Lord or come to him. 


But instead The Holy Spirit who has called me 

Through the gospel.

Enlightened me with his gifts.

Made me holy,

And kept me in the true faith. 


Just as The Holy Spirit calls, gathers, enlightens,

And makes holy the whole Christ church on earth. 


That is the work of the Holy Spirit. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

And the other take away... [10 God's Plan]

From Jesus' interaction with Nicodemus is...

That this has been the plan... 

The whole time. 


Jesus says...

God.  You know... God the Father. 

So love the world... 

That he gave his only Son. 

You know... Jesus. 


So that everyone who believes in Jesus...

May not perish.

But may have eternal life. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

By the way... 

Speaking of mysteries...

That are completely out of our control...

How about that Holy Trinity!


Did you notice...

How all three persons...

Of the Holy Trinity...  
Were worked into...

The teaching of Jesus. 


The Spirit gives us new birth. 

God initiated the plan.

Jesus is the connection...

Between God and us. 


Three person.

One God. 
One mission.

One hope.

One life. 




----------------------------------------------------------------------------

So.  What does this all mean?


I don't know.

Seems like... 

I see myself in Nicodemus.

 
I want to understand. 

Because I think that understanding... 
Will somehow make me... 

A better... smarter... more important person. 


People like to be right. 

But right is not the same as righteousness.

Which comes to us... 

From the outside.

By Christ. 


So.  I think this story... 

That John has given us... [11 Let Go]

Is really a gift...

It's an invitation... to let go. 


To not have to have all the answers.

To embrace the mystery of the nature of God.

To admit we don't understand the thing we don't understand. 

To trust that there is a plan at work. 

That is greater than... all of us. 


And to just go with the call... 

When the Holy Spirit is warming our hearts.

To believe that God wants us... just as we are... 


And then... to live out that trust...

In our relationships with each other. 


To let go of the need to justify.

To let go of the idea that we know everything. 

To let go of trying to control other people... 

So they... think, act, and believe... just like us. 


It's not out job. None of it. 


And it's out of our control... anyway... 

This is something God has done.

There is nothing more to do.

There is nothing you can do. 


There is no way for us to add... anything...  
To the salvation we have been given... through Christ. 


So thanks be to God!  

Because this is really good news. Amen!


