
May 30, 2021   Trinity Sunday A reflection

Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalm 29; Romans 8:12-17; John 3:1-17

“May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with

you all for ever.”

I have used these words in countless gatherings of Christians as we prepared to celebrate Holy

Communion or to worship God using the liturgy of Morning Prayer.  The words originally come from St.

Paul as a prayer of blessing for the people of Corinth as he ended his second letter to them.  This prayer

has been adopted by most Christian communities as a short blessing either at the beginning or the end of

a worship gathering. In this blessing Grace, Love, and Fellowship are the three attributes of God which

are highlighted as the three persons in the Trinity are mentioned.  I rarely try to describe the Trinity but I

do affirm that from its earliest days the Christian Church had some idea of the importance of keeping

this concept at the centre.  On this Trinity Sunday we give thanks that God has been revealed to us in

many ways and that, even though it is sometimes confusing, God is One.  St. Paul, a lifelong monotheist,

did not become a pantheist when he realized that Jesus was the long awaited Messiah but it is through

his writings that scholars were first introduced to the reality that, while God is One, God is seen in three

persons.  It is a matter of faith that, though I don’t completely understand it, can be accepted as truth so I

can with firm conviction declare that ‘the Lord our God, the Lord is One’ while regarding the Holy Spirit

and Jesus Christ as part of the Divine Unity.  So, rather than apply yet another poor metaphor, I have

chosen to focus attention on the three attributes mentioned in that short prayer with which I began.

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. A frequently used definition of Grace is “unmerited favour”

and as wonderful as that definition is it comes far short of the depth of the concept to which the word

points.  Perhaps, as St. Paul employed the word, he was thinking of the fact that from one point of view

he had no business being called an apostle.  If there was anyone on earth who should not be called a

friend of Jesus it was Saul of Tarsus and yet, through the grace of Jesus Christ, Paul was forgiven and

drawn into the fellowship once again and given a task within that fellowship by the one who saved him. 

We see another example of this concept of grace in today’s reading from Isaiah.  The prophet Isaiah

receives the unmerited gift of forgiveness through the burning coal which touches him.  And then we

have Nicodemus who puzzled over the phrase ‘born from above’ and later may have learned that this

second birth was an act of pure grace - a gift from Jesus the Messiah. We are offered this grace by our

Lord and Saviour Jesus and invited into a relationship with him.  This living relationship provides a way

to be restored to be God’s image and likeness and to be restored to our primary purpose of bearing God’s

fruit in this world.  The unmerited favour of Jesus Christ forgives our past and gives us a wonderful



present which looks into a future of eternal life with God.  This thought causes me to humbly rejoice

about the “Amazing Grace” - that unmerited favour which has been bestowed on me and that drew me

back into the fellowship with a task given to me within that fellowship by the one who rescued me.

The Love of God.  From the unmerited favour of Jesus Christ we turn our attention to the love of

God (the Father). The Grace of which we’ve been speaking is an action brought about by the love of

God for all of humanity.  A love that is not merely sentimental but is restorative. A love that calls for

obedience and yet forgives. A love that, as St. Paul describes, ‘bears all things, believes all things, hopes

all things, endures all things, and never ends’. (1 Cor 13:7,8)  This love of God (agape) lays down its life

for a friend and shines a light into the dark corners in order to bring about healing.  We see Isaiah in the

throne room of God and learn through the event that Isaiah was sent to a nation which had strayed in

order to bring them back into the fellowship. The mission upon which Isaiah was sent was motivated by

the love of God for his covenant family.  The warning as well as the punishment that the nation endured

when there was no repentance shown was motivated by the love of God.   A parent who loves a child

will discipline that child in order for the potential within the child to develop and we see in the love of

God the same kind of action. This love is described in many ways in scripture. We read from St. Paul of

the adopted child - having been brought into the fellowship of God’s family - crying ‘Abba! Father!’ just

as those who were born into the family cry. Each of us, in some way, is like that adopted child. Whether

we are orphaned from God’s family because of sin or some other reason our welcome back through the

Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ is motivated by the love which God has for each of us. St. John said it

this way, “Behold what manner of love the Father has given unto us that we can be called the children of

God for that is what we are.” (1 John 3:1) This all means that you and I can pray with conviction to “our

Father in heaven”.  The love of God sent Jesus into the world, sends the shepherd after the lost sheep,

sends the Holy Spirit to draw all people to Jesus. I rejoice at the fact that I am one of those adopted into

this world wide family of God’s people. 

The Fellowship of the Holy Spirit.  The Grace of Jesus Christ brings us back into relationship

with God and God’s children and the Love of God fills our hearts and grants us access to God’s life. The

Fellowship of the Holy Spirit forms the bond that exists between Christians. This bond, described using

the English word ‘fellowship’, is a translation of a much richer Greek word that speaks of an inseparable

bond and is described in the passages from the Acts of the Apostles as ‘devotion to one another’. (Acts

4:32-37) More than just a description of friendship the word describes a complete dedication to the other

people in the company.  If a brother or sister was going without food the fellowship provided for them. 

If an absent brother or sister needed help it was offered with gladness. In the context of the Roman



Empire this fellowship was compelling in its difference to the every day relationships in society. This

fellowship is the family into which we are drawn through the Grace of Jesus Christ and the Love of God

the Father.  In many ways it is much more dramatic than we realize and its potential has often not been

reached by the average Christian gathering in our day.  In our day the dramatic difference between the

way the world outside the Church operates and our lives within the fellowship is sometimes disguised

but it is still quite dramatic. We do see aspects of the wonder from time to time but the full expression of

the ‘fellowship of the Spirit’ is described in terms which lead me to understand that many of us fall far

short of realizing what it truly means.  Think of this. Even during these times of separation the

‘fellowship of the Spirit’ continues to bind us together and draw from us the ministry to the world

around us which God wishes to be accomplished.  In this fellowship we live for God and our lives are

spilled out for others in a way that honours the diversity that exists in the human condition while

respecting the dignity of every human being.  This fellowship is that for which the world yearns I believe

and those of us who have been adopted into that fellowship are asked to open our hearts and minds and

allow the Holy Spirit’s fellowship to grow in our lives.  We might then be moved to, as the early

Christians were, share everything we have with each other.  Or we may be moved to create an outreach

ministry that touches the people in our neighbourhood with God’s love and Christ’s grace. Or we may be

moved to allow God to transform what we do into something which has an even greater impact on the

society in which we live. The richness and wonder of the fellowship of the Holy Spirit is something for

which my heart yearns and I pray it is something for which your heart yearns as well.  The mission of

God’s Church depends to a great degree on the strength of the fellowship in each Christian congregation

and the source of that fellowship is the Holy Spirit of God.

Three aspects of God’s character which are pointed to in a few words is what St. Paul first

penned in his second letter to the Christians in Corinth.  These words have such a depth of meaning that

we could study them forever and not completely plumb their depths. With that in mind I close as I began,

“May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Love of God the Father, and the Fellowship of the

Holy Spirit be with you this day and for ever more. Amen. 


