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We are fortunate, I think, to live in a part of the world where we have 
a change of seasons.  All the seasons of the year have something 
about them that is special, even winter.  Spring, however, brings 
hope and this year we need all the hope we can get.   
Over the month of May and continuing into early June we see the 
greyness of late winter turn to green.  Our next-door neighbor has a 
flowering apple tree that has just burst into a mass of white blossoms.  
We see birds returning and if driving in the country go by fields with 
new born calves.  It is as if the world is reawakening after the sleep of 
winter.   
In many ways it feels as if we have been in ‘winter’ now for fourteen 
months.  With continuing high case numbers and record 
hospitalizations and ICU admissions, it may seem that there will be 
no end to ‘winter’.  There are, however, some glimpses of ‘spring’.  
Thanks to masking and shutdowns and now more widespread 
vaccinations, we have some hope that this ‘winter’ will end.  No, 
COVID is not going to go away, but will hopefully become 
manageable and allow us to return to a more ‘normal’ life, both 
personally and in the church.  We have an Easter hymn in our hymn 
book, number 209, that is not often sung, but expresses a sense of 
praise and hope. This is verse 2. 
 
“Sing gently in springtime, and join with the birds, who warble their 
music, a song without words, that floats through the air and that 
reaches the sky, a message of love to the Father on high.”     Edna 
Fay Grant 

 
Submit items for the July Newsletter by June 25th. 

mthain@telusplanet.net 
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WEBSITE 
www.oldchurchrd.com 

 
Visit it often to check for news and upcoming events.  If anyone has an item they feel 
might be appropriate for inclusion on the website please send it to 
website@oldchurchrd.com. 
 

During this time when we are not meeting face to face it is  
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT if you change contact information, 

eg. address, phone number or email address, that you notify the 
office at: office@oldchurchrd.com 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
     SCHEDULE: 

 
Sunday Worship: 10:00 – Watch the Website and emails for further    
information 
Ladies’ Group Meetings: Watch the Website and emails for further dates 
Men’s Group Meetings:   Watch the Website and emails for further dates 
Bible Study:                      Wednesdays at 10:00 See Website regarding 

access 
 

PLEASE NOTE SOME OF THIS MAY CHANGE DEPENDING ON CIRCUMSTANCES 
WITH COVID-19.  UPDATES WILL BE POSTED ON THE WEBSITE AND BY EMAIL 

 
Finances: 
 
Heat the Church--updated: 
Just as it is important to continue giving our regular donations to the church, those who 
wish to contribute to this fund can do so under the donate button on the website or by e- 
transfer as outlined below.  To the end of April, we have had 25 days covered.  Thank 
you to all who continue to support this. The suggested donation is $25 for a day. 
 
Financial Statement: 
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Our Net Variance continues to grow.  Please remember your giving as we come in to 
the summer months. 
 
For information on giving go to www.oldchurchrd.com/news 

Flower Calendar and Memorial Dedications: 
While flowers on the altar are on hold during this time of isolation, the opportunity still 
exists to remember loved ones and special dates as we do when sponsoring flowers.   
Please let us know of people and events that you might like remembered as a Special 
Dedication on a particular Sunday. If you so choose, you can make a donation to 
accompany your memorial and these can be designated to the Memorial Fund, General 
Fund, or any other Special Fund of your choosing. Special Dedications will appear in 
the announcements on the designated Sunday. If you wish to make a donation, 
please refer to the giving information noted above. If you are going to send a cheque, 
please email the office at office@oldchurchrd.com to let them know about your 
dedication and the Sunday you would like it to appear. If doing an e-transfer, put in the 
message section your dedication, the date you would like it to appear and the fund to 
which you would like the money designated.  

 

Update on the Windward Islands 

Noel Wygiera 

St. Vincent has seen a reduction in activity from La Soufriere, the volcano on the north 
end of the island. Violent eruptions have slowed significantly, and associated 
earthquakes have become far less frequent. As a result, NEMO (National Emergency 
Management Organization) has reduced the alert level from red to orange. The crisis, 
however, has not ended as the disaster moves into a post-eruption stage. Massive 
amounts of volcanic ash cover the island, particularly in the north. Recent heavy rains 
combined with accumulated ash have created flooding and mud slides. 

As the natural disaster evolves, the humanitarian crisis continues. Thousands of 
residents are being housed in temporary shelters, many of which are in church halls. 
The Anglican Church in St. Vincent continues to show leadership and compassion as 
parish communities care for their neighbours from the north. There is continued need for 
food and supplies, along with basic practical equipment for the shelters. One very 
significant need is water. 

We in the Diocese of Calgary can certainly come to the aid of our Companion Dioceses’ 
brothers and sisters on St. Vincent. The Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund 
is accepting donations to help those displaced by the volcanic eruption. Individuals, 
families, and parishes can contribute to the relief effort by visiting https://pwrdf.org/. 
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Several people from the Diocese of Calgary have visited St. Vincent over the years and 
have had the opportunity to connect with people and make friends. One of those friends 
is a young man name Limiske Berkley. Limiske lives in Barrouille, St. Patrick Parish, on 
the west side of the island. Although only 18 years old, Liimiske is a community leader 
who regularly gives motivational talks to youth in schools and other community venues. 
Currently, Limiske is active as a volunteer in emergency shelters. I was able to connect 
him with The Rev. Howard Thornton of St. Michael’s, Canmore who interviewed him 
and produced a short video to help introduce more of us to the people of St. Vincent 
and the challenges that they are facing.                                                                        
The video can be watched by going to https://vimeo.com/549404264   

The PWRDF website (pwrdf.org) also lists a number of other areas of need, including 
the COVID situation in India, a request from the Archbishop of Jerusalem for donations 
to help repair a hospital in Gaza damaged in the recent bombings and a project called A 
Light for Every Birth, among others.   

Around the Parish: 

We were saddened this past month to hear of the death of Diana Dixon, wife of Gordon 
Dixon.  Gordon was rector of this parish from 1983-1996.   
 
From this parish we also remember Dianne McKlusky, Audrey Murray, Gertrude 
Prefontaine, Audrey Sole and their families as they mourn these person’s deaths. 
 

May They Rest in Peace and Rise in Glory 
 

We are happy to announce the birth on May 20th of Veronica Lynn Blizzard to Shanna 
and Harrison Blizzard.  A little sister to Oscar and Gunnar.  
 

O God, you have taught us through your blessed Son that  
whoever receives a little child in the name of Christ receives  

Christ himself: We give thanks for the blessing you have  
bestowed upon this family in giving them a child. Confirm  
their joy by a lively sense of your presence with them, and  

give them calm strength and patient wisdom as they seek to  
bring this child to love all that is true and noble, just and  

pure, lovable and gracious, excellent and admirable,  
following the example of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.* 

Amen. 
*Book of Common Prayer, American Episcopal Church, p 443 
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Parish Council; 
We are pleased that Phil Wright has agreed to take Shanna Blizzard’s place on Parish 
Council.  He has provided this note: 

I am excited to be supporting the work of the 
Parish Council at St. Luke's Anglican.  My wife, son, 
and I have been attending St. Luke's since 2007.  We 
were attracted to the church because it seemed to 
balance the traditions we valued with a welcoming 
and engaging community that was open to 
change.  We also must acknowledge that we valued 
worshipping in our sanctuary and feeling a connection 
to generations of Anglicans who came before 
us.  Over the years our son attended Sunday School 
and confirmation; my wife Vandy has been actively 
involved in outreach.  My hopes for the church in the 
future are that it is able to return to face-to-face 
worship and fellowship with a healthy and vibrant 
church community.  With God's grace that may not be 
too far in the future. 

 
Devotional:                                                                                                                     
This is the next in our series of devotionals written by members of Parish Council.  This 
month it is written by Michael Thain. 
 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          Peace River from the top of the east 
                  hill towards downtown. 
 

I lift up my eyes to the hills; 
From whence is my help to come? 

My help comes from the Lord, 
The maker of heaven and earth. 

(Psalm 121, vs. 1-2) (BAS) 
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Lots of people have a favourite passage from scripture.  What is it that has made that 
passage a favourite?  Was it a circumstance, a reading, a sermon, a place, or a piece of 
music?  In my case, it started with a place, followed by music. 
When I was five, my family moved from Winnipeg to Peace River.  If you don’t know 
Peace River, the main, ‘old’ part of the town, is nestled in the valley of the Peace River 
with hills surrounding it.  Our home was in the valley, and it was my first experience of 
hills.  At some point, as I grew older, this psalm became meaningful to me.  It is a psalm 
of hope, and ends with: “The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in, 
from this time forth for evermore.” (vs 8)  
 
In eight short verses we have incredible assurance of God’s protection. I think it is an 
incredibly fitting psalm as we face the uncertainties of COVID 19. Sometimes we 
become so focused on where we are, and what is happening, and spend our time, at 
least metaphorically, looking down at our feet, worriedly concentrating on our next step.  
It is at these times we need to look up, whether it is to hills or not, to see from where our 
help really comes.  
 
Words of hymns can often be used as prayers and thanksgivings.  I am sure this is true 
for many of you.  For me, it is not just the words of this psalm, but a hymn adaptation of 
this psalm that I am much more likely to sing to myself than just recite the words.  In our 
current hymn book, it is number 543; “Unto the hills around do I lift up my longing eyes.” 
To hear a lovely rendition of verses 1,2 and 4, go to YouTube https://youtu.be/h-
OPPkenXvY.*  
*The words of the hymn, adapting this psalm, were written by John Campbell, Marquis of Lorne.  He was 
Governor General of Canada from 1878-1883.  His wife was Princess Louise Carolyn Alberta, a daughter 
of Queen Victoria, after whom our Province of Alberta and Lake Louise were named. 
 
Around the Church: 
 
Stone restoration: 
Shawn Thibeault, of Ravenstone Masonry and Conservation, has confirmed that he 
plans to start work on the church tower on June 24th and anticipates this phase one of 
the work to be done by August 23rd.   
Further information will be made available once we have it. 
 
Garden Crew: 
Garden crew is starting up for the year. We are in need of people to mow the lawn, and 
keep the church grounds neat and tidy. If you have a week or more you could help out 
please contact Beth Mapletoft at dbmaps@telus.net or 403 347 3223.  
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Prayer during a Pandemic 
This is from St. Paul's Church in Lexington, Kentucky and was provided by the Primate, Archbishop Linda Nicholls, to 
PWRDF, who posted it on their website. 

May we who are merely inconvenienced                                                           
Remember those whose lives are at stake.                                       
May we who have no risk factors,                                                   
Remember those most vulnerable.                                                                                  
May we who have the luxury of working from home                                            
Remember those who must choose between preserving their own health or making their 
rent.                                                                                                                                    
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close   
Remember those who have no options.                                                                       
May we who have to cancel our trips                                                                          
Remember those who have no safe place to go.                                                              
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market 
Remember those who have no margin at all.                                                               
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home                                                       
Remember those who have no home.                                                                             
As fear grips our country                                                                                                   
Let us choose love.                                                                                                       
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other,             
Let us find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbour.                         
Amen 
 
Prayer for the Middle East:                                                                                
Archbishop Naoum of Jerusalem asks the Anglican Communion and all of Christendom 
to join in the following prayer:    

“Almighty and Everlasting God: Our days are in your hands; we lift up all those in the 
Holy Land who are victims of violence and injustice, that you might empower your 
Church to bring healing to the wounded, relief to the suffering, and comfort to those who 
mourn; we pray also that you would soften the hearts of all those involved in the recent 
conflicts, that they would be led to work for justice and lasting peace in the land where 
your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ first came to bring hope and abundant life to all people; 
these things we ask in his Holy Name. Amen.” 
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