
Faith That Works Part 2  

James 1:5-11  

The Title Of The Message: “How To Get Wisdom” 

The Key Word: Believe  

The Thought: God gives wisdom, as we pray in faith, so that we can 
live powerful practical lives in Christ. 

The Breakdown: 

Verse 5 Who to Ask 

Verses 6-8 How To ask 

Verses 9-11 The Results 

Verse 5 Who to Ask 

James 1:5 NKJV - If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who 
gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 

If any of you lacks wisdom… Last week James asked us to have a 
different perspective on our suffering, instead of focusing on 
complaining or getting beat up by it, we were to count it all joy, instead 
of letting our suffering drag us back to hopelessness, we are to let it have 
it’s way with us, building patience in us, and allowing that patience to 
bring us into maturity so that we won’t lack anything.  

But now He says if any of you lacks wisdom let him ask of God… I 
want you to highlight and underline “let him ask of God” in your bibles, 



and I want you to note that James didn’t say, I want you to go to a 
counselor, I want you to go to your local politician, I want you to go to 
the psychologist or the local priest, reverend or pastor or get all your 
friends together and lets brainstorm or talk about it, and ask them for 
wisdom! For sure to get counseling from others can be good and to 
brainstorm is good, people may have some wisdom to share, but if that’s 
all we do, we can get ourselves into trouble. I’m reminded of Joshua a 
very godly man, Moses’ righthand man and he would become the leader 
of the Israelites, leading them into the promised land, guiding and 
directing them a man who had wisdom, common sense, understanding 
and knowledge. But because of all of that he wound up relying on his 
own wisdom rather than going to God. 

In Joshua chapter 9 we find a people called the Gibeonite’s they came as 
ambassadors to Joshua they acted as though they were from a far away 
land, they had old bags, old clothing, moldy bread, old empty wine 
skins, they were a part of the people God said to destroy, Joshua seeing 
all of these things relied on his own wisdom and instead of going to God 
first he made the decision to promise them safety, once he found out 
they had lied to him it was to late, and he had to keep his promise to not 
destroy them.  

Some might say well he should have consulted some counselors after all 
the word says that there is safety in counsel and that’s true notice… 

Proverbs 11:14 (NKJV) Where there is no counsel, the people fall; 
But in the multitude of counselors there is safety. 
  
Proverbs 15:22 (NKJV) Without counsel, plans go awry, But in the 
multitude of counselors they are established. 

Proverbs 24:6 (NKJV) For by wise counsel you will wage your own 
war, And in a multitude of counselors there is safety. 

We see that the word says that there is safety in counsel but that’s only if 
it is godly counsel, there can be counselors in your midst that are being 



used by the enemy to trick you or deceive you in the things God has 
called you to do. I’m reminded of 1 Kings 13 where we find a Man of 
God, a prophet who pronounced judgement on Jeroboam and everything 
he was doing, as he went through northern Israel, he was commanded by 
the Lord to go straight through the land he was not go back from where 
he came from, he was not to eat bread or drink water while he was there, 
another prophet of God heard about him found him, lied to him and 
convinced him that God told him to bring him back and he was to eat 
with him and have something to drink, instead of going to the Lord he 
believed him and went back and because of his disobedience he was 
judged and killed by a lion! Unfortunately we have gotten into the habit 
of trusting our own judgment, trusting others without going to the Lord.  

The word “Lacks” is interesting because it signifies to leave or 
forsake. Passively it means to be left, forsaken, or destitute. I guess 
you could say if any of you has left wisdom, forsaken wisdom or are 
destitute of wisdom let him come to God for wisdom. There is nothing 
wrong with seeking advice or counsel from others, but after that we need 
to go to the Lord for wisdom because intentionally or unintentionally 
that counsel can lead to troubles and failure at best and our death at 
worst. 

Even though the Lord is on our side, and even though He is for us, He 
will allow us to make our own decisions, and will allow us to suffer the 
consequences of those decisions. So the mandate is to go to God for 
wisdom even if the advice is flawless in our minds, even if it makes 
sense to us. Wisdom is the key to practical living, we can have all the 
knowledge we want but if we don’t have the wisdom in how to use that 
knowledge then its all for nothing, someone once said that “Knowledge 
is the ability to take things apart but wisdom is the ability to put 
things together.”  

Who gives to all… James points out two reasons we are to go to God 
for wisdom first its because God isn’t stingy with His wisdom but He 
gives liberally, this has the idea of God giving wisdom unconditionally, 
or simply, it also has the idea of giving wisdom generously. Secondly its 



because God isn’t petty He gives without reproach, there’s no sarcasm 
when we come to Him for wisdom even when we fail the first, second 
and third times.  

These two points show us that God is sincere in wanting to give us 
wisdom. He’s doesn’t sit there and remind us of how many times He’s 
had to give us wisdom or any other gifts, He not there saying now what 
do you want! Or What is it now! No, instead He gives simply, or singly 
without finding fault. God is gracious with us, we can know this even if 
others are not gracious with us God surely is gracious with us.   

Ephesians 1:7 (NKJV) In Him we have redemption through His 
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace… 

Verses 6-8 How To ask 

James 1:6 NKJV - But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who 
doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 

But let him ask in faith… So now that we know who to go to and why, 
we have the how, that is how do we ask? Notice James says we are to 
ask in faith, with no doubting, we could say pray in faith with no 
doubting this combination of faith, without doubting, is what Jesus had 
in mind when He was teaching the disciples about faith and prayer 
without doubting.  

Matthew 21:18–22 (NKJV) 18 Now in the morning, as He returned to 
the city, He was hungry. 19 And seeing a fig tree by the road, He came to 
it and found nothing on it but leaves, and said to it, “Let no fruit grow on 
you ever again.” Immediately the fig tree withered away. 20 And when 
the disciples saw it, they marveled, saying, “How did the fig tree wither 
away so soon?” 21 So Jesus answered and said to them, “Assuredly, I 
say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what 
was done to the fig tree, but also if you say to this mountain, ‘Be 



removed and be cast into the sea,’ it will be done. 22 And whatever 
things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.” 

The point here is not wisdom, withering trees or moving mountains but 
praying in faith without doubting, faith is more than just belief that God 
will give us what we ask for, but it has to do with having a relentless 
confidence and trust in Jesus, why is this important? First we should 
understand that God is not limited by a select number of those who 
would come and pray, because he says, God gives to all, but God can be 
and often is limited by unbelief and a lack of faith, He is also limited 
when the request or the prayer is made from selfish or foolish motives.  

When we fail to ave this confidence in Jesus, it creates doubt, the word 
used here for Doubt actually means To waiver James brings the 
meaning of Partiality, Distinctions or Division, to doubt is to be 
divided, in heart and mind, notice… 

For he who doubts… James says for he who doubts is like a wave of 
the sea driven and tossed by the wind. When he speaks of waves its not 
the idea of a gentle wave rolling in on the beaches no this is like a storm, 
like waves that are crashing against each other, this is the double minded 
person, one minute faith is saying yes we can do this the next doubt has 
crept in saying no we can’t! 

David Guzik breaks down the wave of the sea like this…  

A wave of the sea is a fitting description of one who is hindered by 
unbelief and unnecessary doubts. 

• A wave of the sea is without rest, and so is the doubter 
• A wave of the sea is unstable, and so is the doubter 
• A wave of the sea is driven by the winds, and so is the doubter 
• A wave of the sea is capable of great destruction, and so is the 
doubter 

-Pastor David Guzik 



James 1:7-8 NKJV - For let not that man suppose that he will receive 
anything from the Lord; 8 NKJV - he is a double-minded man, unstable 
in all his ways. 

For let not that man suppose… People like this have one foot in the 
world and one foot in the Lord, their minds, hearts and souls are battling 
against each other, like a turbulent sea, thrown around between belief 
and doubt. They are people who have no anchor in heaven, that anchor 
being an unrelenting trust in Jesus Christ. That being the case James says 
that people like this shouldn’t expect to get anything from the Lord. 

He is a double-minded man… Notice James calls this person double-
minded the word for Double-Minded is literally “Two Souled” the 
person with this problem has one soul tied to this earth and the other tied 
to heaven and trying to hold onto both at the same time, they don’t want 
to let anything go from earth and at the same time doesn’t want to give 
up heaven, what a place to be in, people trapped like this are unstable 
they can never be content, they can never have real peace, and are never 
really secure in the Lord. 

Verses 9-11 The Results 

James 1:9 NKJV - Let the lowly brother glory in his exaltation, 

Let the lowly brother glory… Those who are poor or lowly are to glory 
in his exaltation that is as the Lord lifts him up he is to be thankful for 
the place he is in with the Lord. What does this have to do with wisdom, 
because we need to have wisdom in order to praise the Lord in our 
lowliness or our poverty, in actuality as hard as it may be, to live like 
this, its even more difficult to do that when we have money!  

James 1:10-11 NKJV - but the rich in his humiliation, because as a 
flower of the field he will pass away. 11 NKJV - For no sooner has the 
sun risen with a burning heat than it withers the grass; its flower falls, 



and its beautiful appearance perishes. So the rich man also will fade 
away in his pursuits. 

But the rich in his humiliation… The problem with money is that we 
are so easily tied to it, to live humbly, requires wisdom, wisdom forces 
us to see the brevity of life and makes us see what is more important, 
people are like the flowers of the field, that dry up when the sun beats 
down on them, the rich should be reminded that even though they may 
be comfortable in this life its only in this life. Death and time are the 
great equalizers of peoples live rich or poor we all have a time set and 
then we meet with death. So the importance of gaining wisdom from the 
Lord in how we ought to live our lives daily.  

Hebrews 9:27 (NKJV) And as it is appointed for men to die once, 
but after this the judgment… 

Every person rich or poor has to deal with time and death, and so need to 
go to God, if you are not born again, that is of you have not received 
Jesus as your Lord and savior if you have not repented of your sin and 
surrendered your life to Christ then you will have to deal with eternal 
suffering. 

Application: 

1. When we go to God in prayer we are to pray in faith, knowing 
that He gives unconditionally and without finding fault. 

2. Doubt makes us double minded and seeks to remove the anchor 
of our souls Jesus Christ. 

3. Death and time are the great equalizer of those who are rich and 
poor, we need wisdom in how to live in both cases. 


