
Faith That Works Part 3  

James 1:12-20   

The Title Of The Message: “Character Revealed” 

The Key Word: Deceived  

The Thought: Enduring trials has its reward of good gifts, causing 
us to listen and then speak. 

The Breakdown: 

Verse 12 The Blessing Of Durability  

Verses 13-15 Where Temptation Comes From 

Verses 16-18 Where Good Gifts Come From 

Verses 19-20 What We Should Do 

Verse 12 The Blessing Of Durability 

James 1:12 NKJV - Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for 
when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the 
Lord has promised to those who love Him. 

Blessed… James has called on us to look at suffering from a different 
perspective, and has called us to count it all joy, because various trials 
bring a testing of our faith, that refines us and builds patience, last week 
he encouraged us to go to God and ask for wisdom, warning us to pray 
for wisdom without doubting. Now James points out that when we 
endure temptation that we are blessed and we will be rewarded with the 



crown of life or the crown of victory! There are some that believe that 
this crown of life isn’t meant to give us eternal life because we have that 
when we have placed our faith in Jesus, but that this crown of life gives 
us the ability to enjoy heaven in a deeper way. 

The believers bible commentary has this interesting take, 
Everyone’s cup will be full in heaven but people will have different 
sized cups—different capacities for enjoying heaven. This is 
probably what is in view in the expression crown of life.  

There are four other crowns that the believer receives besides this one 
found here.  

The Imperishable crown: On earth those in Greece when they had the 
olympic games would give this crown to the winner but it would perish, 
we run a spiritual race and we gain an imperishable crown.   

1 Corinthians 9:24–25 (NKJV) 24 Do you not know that those who 
run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way 
that you may obtain it. 25 And everyone who competes for the prize 
is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable 
crown, but we for an imperishable crown. 

The crown of rejoicing: The Christian also gains a crown of rejoicing, 
we should be those who rejoice because of the salvation that Jesus has 
provided, because our sin is forgiven, because we have certain promises, 
the fact that we will one day be in the presence of the Lord face to face 

1 Thessalonians 2:19 (NKJV) For what is our hope, or joy, or crown 
of rejoicing? Is it not even you in the presence of our Lord Jesus 
Christ at His coming? 



The crown of righteousness: Notice also that the Christian will receive 
a crown of righteousness is given because of our love for the Lord, love 
for His word, love prayer, love for His church. 

2 Timothy 4:8 (NKJV) Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me 
on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His 
appearing. 

The crown of glory: The Christian receives a crown of glory. 

1 Peter 5:4 (NKJV) and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will 
receive the crown of glory that does not fade away. 

When do Christians receive these crowns? They receive them at the 
Bema seat of Christ there are two judgments seats, the Bema seat and 
the great white throne judgment seat, one seat is to judge rewards that 
Christians receive, the other is to judge those who have not believed. 

2 Corinthians 5:10 (NKJV) For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done 
in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 

Revelation 20:11–12 (NKJV) 11 Then I saw a great white throne and 
Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled 
away. And there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw the 
dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. 
And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the 
dead were judged according to their works, by the things which 
were written in the books. 

Promised to those who love Him… How do we gain these crowns? 
Because of our endurance, when we resist temptation and endure 
through that process then we gain the crown of life. Its interesting to me 
that our love for Christ is the motive for resisting temptation, because 



the only way we can rightly resist the passion of temptation is by having 
a greater passion for Jesus, that we might honor and glorify Him. They 
like Joseph say how can I do this great wickedness and sin against God?  

Verses 13-15 Where Temptation Comes From 

James 1:13 NKJV - Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am tempted 
by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt 
anyone. 

Let no one say… God may test us but He never tempts us, although 
Satan at times can turn that testing into temptation and so this makes it 
hard to tell what is a temptation from Satan and what is a testing from 
the Lord. He will never tempt us because He is not tempted by evil, the 
testing that God brings is there to draw the best out of us but the 
temptation that Satan brings os there to bring out the worst, testing 
draws us near God and temptation try to take us away from God.  

James 1:14-15 NKJV - But each one is tempted when he is drawn away 
by his own desires and enticed. 15 NKJV - Then, when desire has 
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings 
forth death. 

But each one is tempted… Satan may bring temptation to us but its our 
own flesh that acts up, Satan knows exactly what to bring our way that 
will make the carnality of our flesh act up but we are the ones that allow 
our desires to be enticed, we start lingering on the very thing we seek to 
avoid, instead of replacing that thought with the word or godly 
conversation, instead of heading out to church or calling the pastor or 
mature brothers and sisters in the Lord we choose to entertain those 
thoughts, it may be hard or even embarrassing, but better to risk 
embarrassment than to be chained down by our appetites for sin.  



When desire has conceived… Notice if we fail to deal with it, our 
desire has conceived and gives birth to sin, and sin when it is full-grown 
gives birth to death, I understand what it means to deal with these things, 
you try again and again to stay away from that temptation, you confess it 
to the Lord you read the word and pray but that desire is still there 
nagging away, and you in to it a little feel guilty repent before the Lord 
your desire is to never do it again but there it is the next day or hour or 
even minute, but I’m here to tell you as long as you keep it a secret you 
will never get away from it, you will never put it in check, you will 
never kill that area of the flesh because you have not confessed it to your 
brother or sister in the Lord, sometimes we don’t see the realness of sin 
because we go to God and confess and think I’m good, and then we 
wonder why we struggle so much, when it comes to our flesh and the 
strong desires of the flesh we have to confess our sin to each other. 

Proverbs 28:13 (NKJV) He who covers his sins will not prosper, But 
whoever confesses and forsakes them will have mercy. 
    
James 5:16 (NKJV) Confess your trespasses to one another, and 
pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent 
prayer of a righteous man avails much. 

This is the importance of men’s and women’s ministry because it s=ives 
an opportunity to have an intimate setting where you know men and 
women are there to hear, and to pray, to share scripture or even to just 
listen. Doing this now sheds light on our sin and then we can deal with it 
once people know then we can go to them or call them and ask for 
prayer, because dome off those enticements can be very strong and we 
need to be encouraged, held accountable, have strong prayer in order to 
have them removed. But if we fail to do that then we will see that sin 
row and devour us, it will bring spiritual death and even physical death 
into our lives and its not always with us alone but this death is like a 
bomb or a virus and spreads through the church, the family and anyone 
we have influence over, both in the spiritual and physical.  



How many times have people given in to their desires and gone back to 
drinking or drugs only to have a child et ahold of those drugs and die 
from them or drown in a pool because they nodded off, or others have 
been killed because they decided to et behind the wheel of car drunk or 
high, or how many times have we passed off inadvertently to others 
because we failed to deal with it? 

Verses 16-18 Where Good Gifts Come From 

James 1:16 NKJV - Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. 

Do not be deceived… James says don’t be deceived! God isn’t the one 
tempting you its not in His character to do that instead he points out 
what God actually does. 

James 1:17-18 NKJV - Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variation or shadow of turning. 18 NKJV - Of His own will He brought 
us forth by the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His 
creatures. 

Every good gift and every perfect gift… He gives good gifts to His 
children because He wants us to prosper, I’m reminded of what Jesus 
said to His disciples in Matthew  

Matthew 7:7–12 (NKJV) 7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and 
you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who 
asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be 
opened. 9 Or what man is there among you who, if his son asks for 
bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him 
a serpent? 11 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give 



good things to those who ask Him! 12 Therefore, whatever you want 
men to do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets. 
   

He’s not like other gods who are like the people that created them, there 
is no darkness in Him, there are no dark sides to Him, He has never 
treated His creation badly, it is sin that has done that, He on the other 
hand has created us by the word of truth. That we might be a kind of first 
fruits of His creatures.  

Verses 19-20 What We Should Do 

James 1:19 NKJV - So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be 
swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; 

So then… Because of these things we should make it our business to be 
quick to hear, we always apply this to husbands and wives or people 
who are trying to argue there point but in the context of dealing with sin 
have we been practicing this? If we have then why are we no better? 
Why are there still visions in the church? Why is sin still having its way 
in the church? Why are we not swift to hear is it because w are 
preoccupied with what we really want to do verse what we need to do? 

Let every man be swift to hear… When we choose to be swift to hear, 
then we must make the choice to be slow to speak 

James 1:20 NKJV - for the wrath of man does not produce the 
righteousness of God. 

for the wrath of man… 

Application: 



1. If we endure the trials that are set before us then there will be 
the reward of the crown of life. 

2. Testing that comes from the Lord is meant to bring the best out 
of us, temptation is meant to bring the worst out of us.  

3. Because we are tempted and because good things from the Lord 
we ought to do all we can to be quick to listen, slow to give our 
opinion and be slow to anger. 

4. Let us remember that our anger never brings about the 
righteousness of God. 


