
 

Glad Tidings 

 

   June 2021 

Firs t  R eformed Church ,  Vo lga ,  SD  

“I bring you glad tidings of great joy…” 

Pastor Dave Finishing up June 20 
 
Pastor Dave will be finishing up Proverbs this month and also completing his time 
of ordained pastoral ministry. 
 
 June 6—We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper together and looking at          

proverbs about table manners. The baptism of Asher Volkers, son of Jason and 
Laci Volkers will also be celebrated. Darwin Husby will bring ministry of praise. 

 
 June 13—The last sermon on various proverbs will happen on this Sunday and 

a praise team will lead our singing. There will be an open house for the        
Landegents that afternoon (see other newsletter announcement).   

 
 June 20 —This will be the Sunday for Pastor Dave’s last sermon as 

First  Reformed’s pastor and he will be preaching from Philippians 
1. A praise team will lead the singing and they will sing a ParaPraise 
song for ministry of praise. 

 
 June 27—Lee Vanderaa, Bible teacher and school counselor at Southwest     

Minnesota High in Edgerton will be the guest speaker. Lee is a SV alum. 
                                                                                         
       

 
More Information About ARC 
 
At this point, FRC is still making plans to join the rest of the Dakota Classis in          
separating from the Reformed Church in America (RCA) and likely joining with        
the Alliance of Reformed Churches (ARC). 
 
The RCA’s Book of Church Order outline a number of steps that need to be taken to 
make this happen, the first two steps of which we have already taken:                           
(1) our consistory sent a letter of intention to leave the classis and                                 
(2) a Dakota Classis committee met with representatives from our consistory to      
ascertain if this truly was the will of the consistory. Elders Gene Bjorklund and Tom 
Kleinjan and deacon Don Jones did this on May 13 (along with many other Dakota 
Classis churches). 
 
Step (3) is next: to have a special congregational meeting with a Dakota Classis        
representative to vote on actually leaving the RCA. The classis has asked churches     
to hold off on this while we wait for ARC to get a little more organized . When we do 
have this congregational meeting, it needs be announced on two successive Sundays 
in church at least  10 days before the meeting with a copy of the notice mailed to all 
confessing members at least 10 days before the meeting. The meeting is to be held in 
the sanctuary with a secret written ballot taken with numerical results reported to 
the classis.  
And then the last step is for the classis to officially act upon it. 
 
To know more about ARC, you can check their website at arc21.org.                              
Through generous donations, ARC has hired Dan Ackerman as Director of                   
Administrative Leadership and Operations (Dan had been the Zeeland Classis leader) 
and Tim Vink as Director of Spiritual Leadership and Outreach (Tim was on the RCA 
staff in overseeing new church starts. 
 
Our classis pastor Seth Sundstrom, who will be guiding our consistory and search 
committee through the time of not having a pastor, is on the ARC planning team, so he 
can keep the church abreast of what’s happening.   
  
  
 

 



                                                                                                                                       
      The following members needed medical care recently and               
 appreciate your prayers: 
 

 
 Bob Olson— radiation therapy 
 

 
Upcoming Task Force Meetings 
 MESA Task Force—June 7 at 7 p.m. 
 Worship—June 7  at 7:30 p.m. 
 Congregational Care Task Force—June 9 at 7 p.m. 
 Consistory—June 9 

 
 
Search Committee Update 
The Search Committee has met twice in the last month with classis pastor Seth          
Sundstrom to learn about the process and figure out what the church might be           
needing in the next pastor.  
 
Because of Al Kooima’s passing, we have had to make a few changes in the make-up       
of the committee. Keith Van Duyn was added to the committee, and will be the prayer 
coordinator for the search committee. Also, the leadership of the committee will be 
shared between Polly Vander Wal, Michelle Vande Weerd and Barb Dyer. Don Jones will 
be responsible for adding relevant pastor search matters to our website and a Facebook 
page. 
 
Those who are on the Search Committee are the five people mentioned in the previous      
paragraph, plus elder Kelly Vander Wal, Brian Callesen, Jason Hove, Bruce Lucas, Dori 
Ohm, Melissa Olson, Preston Vander Wal and Roberta Volkers  
 
 

Return to Some Normalcy on June 6 
Starting on June 6, our worship services will be more like they were before the pan-
demic.   We will be passing offering bags and communion trays, and having the children 
come forward during offerings to bring their gifts to God to place in the receptacle at the 
front of the sanctuary. 

  
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

Looking Back Ten Years……….   2011!! 
 Candidate Pastor Dave Landegent led us in our morning worship on June 5 
 FRC served beef sandwiches along with pie and ice cream at Old Timer’s Day 

netting a profit of $911 
 Pastor Carl Boersma from Faith Reformed Church led us in morning worship in 

the absence of Pastor Thvedt as he was recuperating from surgery 
 Father/Son/Child supper was held with Pastor Dan Overbo speaking on his two 

recent mission trip experiences 
 Seminary Student Ryan Feltman and youth director at The Dell Rapids             

Reformed Church was our guest pastor on June 19 
 Aaron and Rachel Busmann were married on June 17 
 Cody and Brittany Knapp were married on June 25 
 A special congregational meeting was held on June 29 on whether to extend a 

call to Pastor Dave (and Ruth) Landegent  
 

  
“Knights of North Castle” VBS June 1-4 

The Knights of North Vacation Bible School will be at the      
Sioux Valley School from Tuesday to Friday, 6 to 8:15 p.m.     
each evening. Michelle Vande Weerd and Dawn Lucas from FRC 
are serving on the planning team.  
 

Because of construction, you will need to use the administrative 
door on the west side of the school to drop off and pick up your 
children.   
 

We are very excited to have over 85 children registered for      
the event. We will gladly accept new registrations and/or        
volunteers. If you did register, you should have received an 
email with reminders for the week. 

 

If you would like to make a monetary donation to go towards snacks for the        
children each night, please give those donations to either Dawn Lucas or Michelle 
Vande Weerd.  
 
Whether you had children in the VBS program or not, you are invited to the closing 
program at 7:30 p.m. on Friday night, June 4, to hear the music and share in the 
time of fellowship. 
 
 
  



June 13 Open House for the Landegents 
Because Pastor Dave’s last preaching day is also Father’s Day when many people have 
family obligations, the Congregational Care Task Force will hold a public open house in 
their honor on Sunday, June 13 from 2-4 p.m. 
 
Their children will NOT be there for the Open House, but they will be there for Pastor 
Dave’s last Sunday on June 20. Ben and his family (wife Sarah, and children Autumn, 
Jonny and baby Amy) will be around starting the night of June 16 until the morning of 
June 24. They will drive down to Sioux Center on June 19 for a party for Pastor Dave 
and Ruth’s daughter Talitha’s 40th birthday with other relatives there. 
 
The actual date for Perkins to load up the moving van is Friday, June 25.                        
The Landegents will stay at Ruth’s sister in Brookings that night and drive out to       
Oregon the next morning.  
 
The Landegents have purchased a home in Salem about two miles north of Ben’s home 
(a quick 6-minute drive). The address is 4987 Wind Spring Way, NE #28, Salem, OR 
97301. They will keep their same phone number.   
 
 

Dad’s Perfect Gift 
 

I picked some yellow flowers that were growing in our yard,                                                                           
put them in a fancy vase and made my dad a card. 

 
My sister laughed and boldly said, 

“Your gift is very  silly. 
Dads like ties and grills and tools, not stuff that’s sweet and frilly.” 

 
But when I gave my dad his gift, his face was all aglow. 

 
“Why thank you son, for pulling weeds, now I’ll have less to mow”. 

 
 
 

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!! 

Highlights of Last Month 
 About 46 came to the Mother/Daughter/Friend Tea on Wednesday May 5.    

Pastor Teri Johnson from Brookings spoke on “Letting Go of Fear and Living in 
the Moment of God’s Light and Love”.  

 Our Sunday School children recited their memory work on the Sundays of May 
2 and 16. On the first date, the kindergarten and 1st graders shared John 3:16 
and our 2nd-3rd graders prayed the Lord’s Prayer. On the May 16 Sunday, the 
4th-5th graders recited Psalm 23 and the middle school quoted Heidelberg 
Catechism Q and A 1-2. 

 Mathew Olson graduated from 8th grade at the Volga Christian School           
ceremony at FRC on Friday, May 21.  

 
 

Hy-Vee Receipts 
As of April 2,we have reached our goal of $150,000!!!!  When a $1000 refund 
check comes, it will be divided evenly between Center of Hope’s Bicycle Ministry 
and Freedom’s Gate Church both in Sioux Falls.                                                                                                                                                                 
Freedom’s Gate is a ministry that is just getting started by Pastor Jason Wiersma, 
formerly of Living Stone Prison Church in Springfield.  
This is a new church in Sioux Falls for former inmates. 
 

As of May 26, our total is $15,131,35. Thank you for saving your receipts in the   
past and keep saving them and put them in the basket along the north wall in the 
fellowship hall.  Keep eating, stay healthy making every bite count!   
 

Service Project for June 
The MESA Task Force service project for June is normally items for mother/baby 
baskets for the Center of Hope. Because of COVID, they are currently well-stocked 
with baskets that could not be distributed over the past 15 or so months. This year, 
they have asked us to do a men’s blue jean drive instead, as their stock of blue jeans 
on hand is running out. They are looking for all sizes, new or used (as long as they 
can still be worn). 
Now is a good time to hit the yard sales and buy a pair or two to donate.                    
A collection bin will be set up in the fellowship hall to place your donations in     
during the month of June. Any questions can be directed to Val Mullett 
 

An on-going service project is saving greeting card fronts AND the verse inside. 
Please cut off any personal notes and signature.  
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
8th Grade Graduates 
Kaedyn Sapp and Seth Vander Wal graduated from Sioux Valley Schools in a 
ceremony held on Tuesday, May 25. 
 

Mathew Olson graduated from Volga Christian School on Friday,  May 21 in a 
ceremony held at FRC. Mathew’s Cadet counselor, Steve Van Heerde was the 
guest speaker. 
 
 

College Graduate 
Amy Vandermeer finished her course requirements at Northwestern College in 
Orange City, Iowa at the end of the fall semester 2020. 
Her formal graduation from Northwestern was held on May 8 when she received 
a BA in elementary education with endorsements in reading and early childhood. 
 

Amy did some substitute teaching at Sioux Valley and then served as a long-term              
kindergarten substitute teacher in the Elkton School district during the 2021 
spring semester. 
 

She will be teaching 1st grade at Deubrook (her alma mater). This summer she is 
employed at the Boys and Girls Club in Brookings. 
 
 
 
  

High School Graduates 
 
 
Evan Jon Koerner,  was welcomed by 
his parents, Ron and Jodi Koerner and 
sisters Ellie and Jenna on April 5, 2002. 
 
Evan’s summer plans are to work at     
Dakota Wholesale Bait.                                    
He plans to attend SDSU with an             
undecided major.  
 
A verse in scripture that brings comfort  
to Evan is Jeremiah 29:11—. “For I know 
the plans I have for you,” declares the 
Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future”.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No matter what your future holds, may you 
always find peace as you follow God’s perfect 
plan for your life. 
“In all your ways acknowledge him, and he shall 
direct your paths”.   
Proverbs 3:6 

Of course, it’s been work, but it’s  also been fun, 
And you can be proud that the job was well done! 
And here is our wish that the days ahead, too 
Will be very happy for you! 



Andrea Megan Vandermeer is the daughter of Sako and Wiekie                  
Vandermeer. ‘Dre’s’  older sisters Ytsje, Amy and Ashley also welcomed her 
into the family on October 12, 2002.   Younger siblings include Emma and   

Ryan.  
 
Andrea plans to work at Runnings in  
Brookings this summer and spending lots 
of time with her family. 
 
Her plans include enrolling at the                  
University of Sioux Falls majoring in       
history and secondary education.              
Her ambition is to study abroad in          
England! 
 
A  Bible verse that has helped Andrea 
through the pandemic was Psalm 86:11. It 
helped her because it was about persever-
ance and pushed her to be her best. “Teach 
me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in 
your truth; unite my heart to fear our 
name.” 
 
 
 

 
Chloe Andre Vande Weerd was also a Sioux Valley graduate. 

Father, God, we thank You for these graduating students. 
 
We pray that you will give them direction, purpose and perseverance 
as they enter the next phase of their lives. 
 
Give them clearness of mind to move         
forward into the plans and purposes that 
You have for them. 
 
May these young people gain wisdom from 
You and have discernment for proper       
behavior. 
 
Raise up Christian mentors for these    
graduates so they have someone to hold 
them accountable for their actions. 
 
We pray that they will rise above ungodly behaviors and have the 
boldness to stand up for what is right wherever they work, study or 
socialize. 
 
Give them wisdom to spend their time and money wisely. 
 
Grant them success for their efforts at every turn and guide their feet 
to follow Your ways. 
 
May they be eager to do good and not evil all the days of their lives. 
 
Use them in mighty ways, dear Father. 
 
In Jesus Name,  
 
Amen.  
 
 


