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  Fearing for their lives, the desperate sailors 

shouted to their gods for help and threw the cargo 

overboard to lighten the ship. But all this time 

Jonah was sound asleep down in the hold.  So the 

captain went down after him. ‘How can you sleep at a 

time like this?’ he shouted. ‘Get up and pray to 

your god! Maybe he will pay attention to us and 

spare our lives.’      Jonah 1:5-6 

(NLT) 

 

How should believers relate to the world 
 

1. The believer should love the world  
 

  The seeds that fell among the thorns represent 

those who hear the message, but all too quickly the 

message is crowded out by the cares and riches and 

pleasures of this life. And so they never grow into 

maturity.                      Luke 8:14 (NLT) 
 

  For God so loved the world that he gave his one 

and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 

perish but have eternal life.             John 3:16 

(NIV) 
 

  When I am with the Gentiles who do not follow the 

Jewish law, I too live apart from that law so I can 

bring them to Christ. But I do not ignore the law of 

God; I obey the law of Christ.          

1 Corinthians 9:21 (NLT) 
 

  You are the light of the world—like a city on a 

hilltop that cannot be hidden. No one lights a lamp 

and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is 

placed on a stand, where it gives light to everyone 

in the house.  In the same way, let your good deeds 

shine out for all to see, so that everyone will 

praise your heavenly Father.     

          Matthew 5:14-16 (NLT) 

 

 

 

 

2. The believer should enjoy the world 
 

  The seeds that fell among the thorns represent 

those who hear the message, but all too quickly the 

message is crowded out by the cares and riches and 

pleasures of this life. And so they never grow into 

maturity.                      Luke 8:14 (NLT) 
 

  Command those who are rich in this present world 

not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in 

wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope 

in God, who richly provides us with everything for 

our enjoyment.         1 Timothy 6:17 (NIV) 
 

  The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it. 1 

Corinthians 10:26 (NLT) 
 

  So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do 

it all for the glory of God.  

           1 Corinthians 

10:31 (NIV) 

 

3. The Christian believer should differentiate 
from the world 

   

  If the world hates you, remember that it hated me 

first. John 15:18 (NLT) 
 

  Do not love this world nor the things it offers 

you, for when you love the world, you do not have 

the love of the Father in you.                          

1 John 2:15 (NLT) 
 

  I have given them your word. And the world hates 

them because they do not belong to the world, just 

as I do not belong to the world.        John 17:14 

(NLT) 
 

  You adulterers! Don’t you realize that friendship 

with the world makes you an enemy of God? I say it 

again: If you want to be a friend of the world, you 

make yourself an enemy of God.        

James 4:4 (NLT) 
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