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-As with Jesus, so with us- 

Date:  June 6, 2021 (Pentecost 2)  (Originally published June 10, 2018) 

1.  Texts:  1 Samuel 8:4-11, 16-20; Ps. 138; 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1; Mark 3:20-35. 

2.  Subject:  discipleship. 

3.  Topic:  martyrdom. 

4.  Aim:  encourage, challenge. 

5.  Proposition:  “If Jesus’ own family considered him crazy, what do you think will happen to us?” 
 

WHY NOT US? 

 

 Jesus once said, “Prophets are not without honour except in their own 

country and in their own house.”1  Yeah, we get it:  just look at what his own 

family thought about him:  “When his family heard it, they went out to restrain 

him, for they were saying, ‘He has gone out of his mind.’”2  Of course, this doesn’t 

come anywhere close to what the people of Nazareth were going to do:   

When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with 

rage. They got up, drove [Jesus] out of the town, and led him to 

the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they 

might hurl him off the cliff.3 

Now, he just passed through their midst, but their intent was clear:  let’s kill this 

bum! 

 

 Now, we’re not likely to be killed, but we certainly can expect some 

pressure because we are Christ’s disciples.  Jesus even said so. 

If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much 

more will they malign those of his household!4 

Remember the word that I said to you, “Servants are not greater 

than their master.” If they persecuted me, they will persecute 

you…5 

 

 Back in those days, Jesus was under pressure because he was presented a 

different view of God.  God, he said, is in your midst because I am in your midst.  

God’s kingdom has already arrived and it is not the political kingdom you 

 
1 Matthew 13:57.   
2 Mark 3:21.   
3 Luke 4:28-29.   
4 Matthew 10:25. 
5 John 15:20. 
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thought it should be.  Worship in the temple should be in Spirit and in truth—not 

an excuse for financial gain.   

 

 In our day, we’re also under pressure because we present a different view 

of God. 

 

 You see, for most people God is 

A. the kind, old, magical grandfather in the sky who is 

supposed to offer blessings to the people who behave well 

OR 

B. the mean, old tyrant who never punishes the people who 

deserve to be punished but rather goes after the 

individuals unjustly hurt by circumstances OR 

C. the confused, all-powerful being who is supposed to be in 

control of everything, including evil things, because 

“everything happens for a reason” and God is the guy 

behind those reasons.   

We disciples of Christ believe differently and know a different God. 

 

 We know that God created the world with us at its centre.  He created us 

with the freedom and the power to choose to love God—or not.  That freedom 

and power to choose always means that we must be allowed freedom in the midst 

of every circumstance, good or bad, blessing or disaster.  We disciples are free to 

love God through Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 Therefore, we disciples also know God as a redemptive God, the God who 

turns the circumstances of our lives to his glory and plan.  Our God takes both 

the good and the bad and uses them to bless both us and others.  The death of 

Lazarus and the blindness of Bartimaeus become opportunities to see God’s 

glory.  The crucifixion is transformed into resurrection.  The ascension becomes 

the doorway for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  God doesn’t make the 

circumstances; God redeems them.  That’s the God we represent.   
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 So it is that our God intends that we should experience his abundant life 

and love in the midst of whatever circumstances.  We are not his puppets and he 

is neither arbitrary—blessing some and not others with no apparent reason—nor 

is he divorced from our circumstances or absent without leave.  God loves us 

enough to give us the freedom and space to choose his love and his life.  And, 

whatever we choose, he is always working to redeem our choices and to turn 

them into his mission.   

 

 That’s the God we know and the God we are to represent in our words and 

actions.  That’s why we’re going to feel the same pressure that Jesus did—even if 

none of us will be killed for it.   

 

 But here’s a disturbing thought:  what if we’re not feeling the pressure and 

the edge of persecution?  What if everything is perfectly fine when it comes down 

to the reaction of others and our representation of God?  [Wait.] 

 

 There is an obvious conclusion:  if the world is not persecuting us as it 

persecuted Christ, then we perhaps we are not accurately representing Christ.  If 

we are not being maligned as Christ was maligned, then perhaps we are not 

serving as genuine disciples of the Master.  According to the Bible, the world is 

set against Christ and the kingdom of God.  If we are living as Christ’s disciples 

and as citizens of the kingdom of God, then the world must be set against us.  So, 

if we are not experiencing pressure from secular society, then our proclamation 

in word and deed might be insufficient.   

 

 The question for us now is this:  what will that pressure look like?  In Egypt, 

Syria, Iraq and Indonesia, it could look like a bullet in the heart or a bomb in your 

church.  In Canada, the appearance of pressure from secular society will look very 

different. 

 

 It will be ridicule, like those old sayings:  “Christians are a bunch of 

hypocrites,” and “The Church is just a crutch for the weak-minded.”  It will be 

the assumption that the Church is only out to brainwash you and to rob you of 

your hard-earned money.  It will be the presentation of clergy as pedophiles and 
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Christians as those with only blind faith.  The oppression from secular society will 

be seen as society either ignores us or forces us to shut our mouths.   

 

 It is time that we disciples started feeling that pressure as a response to our 

proclamation.  Society should notice that we speak differently and act differently.  

We should be attracting the enmity of the world just as Jesus did.  It is not that 

we are to go out of our way to create animosity—that’s not the goal.  The goal is 

to authentically and genuinely live as Christ’s disciples, which will naturally 

attract the animosity of the world.  We are to proclaim in word and deed that 

✓ God is redemptive love, whose mission is to save all people; 

✓ God’s love requires that we have the freedom to choose—

even to choose to hate God; 

✓ God’s love cannot be earned by our good behaviour—it is 

his free gift to give; 

✓ God works through and despite our circumstances to 

redeem our lives and turn them into his proclamation.   

Each one of us has to choose what words and actions will most effectively serve 

this proclamation.   

 

 So, we are choosing to live faithfully, even if it costs us.  But, for the sake of 

God himself, please remember that none of us lives the Christian life on our own.  

It is never that you singular have to experience the oppression by secular society.  

It is we plural who share in that persecution and spread the pressure around.  We 

are not individual disciples, left on our own.  We are members of the Body of 

Christ.  We are sisters and brothers in the Lord.  We are in this together.   

 

 I think that may be enough to get us through whatever being a disciple of 

Christ will mean. 

 

 AMEN.   
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