
Trinity Sunday
Sunday, May 30, 2021 

“Touched by the Gospel, we seek to be instruments of God’s Peace, 
for the sake of the World.”

Welcome in the name of Christ! We are glad to have you as part of our community this
morning. Your presence makes our celebration even more joyful!

Thank you for joining us for worship today. May God bless you and give you peace this
week.



WE GATHER TO WORSHIP
Worshipers responses in bold

Music for the Beginning of Worship “Adagio” Josef Rheinburger

Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, a the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
All: Amen. 

Pastor: Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor: God, our provider,
All: help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when they differ from

the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in you.
We take offense at your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share
with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.

Pastor: Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By Jesus, the worker
of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, the bread of life, you are shown God’s
mercy: a you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.

All: Amen!

Stand
Gathering Song “Come, All You People” No. 819
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Greeting
Pastor: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all. 
All: And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day
Pastor: Let us pray,
All: Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and we praise

your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and
bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Sit
The Children’s Sermon

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD
Scripture Reading Isaiah 6:1-8

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled
the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and
with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. And one called to another and said:  “Holy, holy, holy
is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with smoke. And I said:
“Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have
seen the King, the Lord of hosts!”

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs.
The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed
and your sin is blotted out.” Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for
us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!”

Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 29
Reader: Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
All: Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name; worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
Reader: The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the Lord is upon the mighty

waters.
All: The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.
Reader: The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; the Lord makes

Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
All: The voice of the Lord bursts forth in lightning flashes.
Reader: The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
All: The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. And in the temple of

the Lord all are crying, “Glory!”
Reader: The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore.
All: O Lord, give strength to your people; give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace. 
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Second Reading Romans 8:12-17

Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—for if you live according to
the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are
led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but
you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with
our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in
fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Stand
Gospel Acclamation “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” No. 172

Gospel Reading John 3:1-17

The Holy Gospel according to John the 3rd chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord.

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to him,
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart
from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God
without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can
one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one
can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what
is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes.
So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus
answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?

“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our
testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about
heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.
And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever
believes in him may have eternal life.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but
may have eternal life. “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that
the world might be saved through him.”

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sit
Sermon Pastor Rachel Laughlin

Stand
Hymn of the Day “Come, Join the Dance of Trinity” No. 412

Apostles’ Creed
Asst: Joining the saints of every time and place, we confess our faith:
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Sharing of the Peace
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.
All: And also with you.

Sit
Offering
When we give our offerings, we are offering to God a portion of what God has first given us: ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Take a moment to consider the ways God has blessed you this week. Where have you seen
God’s gift of resurrection and new life at work? What can you offer in return for these blessings? 

If you’d like to give a gift in support of God’s work at Prince of Peace, you can give online at
www.popportage.org, contact book keeper Sarah Maurer (bookkeeper@popportage.org) to set up recurring
online giving, use the QR code on the last page of the bulletin to give electronically or mail a check to Prince of
Peace Lutheran Church 1747 W. Milham Ave. Portage, MI 49024. We appreciate your support.

Offering Song “Creating God, Your Fingers Trace ”  arr. Michael Burkhardt
11:00AM

Creating God, your fingers trace the bold designs of farthest space;
let sun and moon and stars and light and what lies hidden praise your might.

Sustaining God, your hands uphold earth's mysteries known or yet untold;
let water's fragile blend with air, enabling life, proclaim your care.

Redeeming God, your arms embrace all now despised for creed or race;
let peace, descending like a dove, make known on earth your healing love.

Indwelling God, your gospel claims one family with a billion names;
let every life be touched by grace until we praise you face to face.

Offering Prayer
Pastor: God of Love, 
All: you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.

Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus
Christ. Amen.

Stand
Prayers of the Church

After “Generous God,” worshipers respond “pour out your love.”
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Prayers of Intercession

Lord’s Prayer
Asst: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Repeat “Hear Our Prayer” the after The Lord’s Prayer.

Sit WE ARE SENT OUT TO SERVE
Announcements
Stay up to date with all the latest community information on our website: www.popportage.org! 

We’d love to hear from you in the comments on the worship video posts on Facebook or YouTube or via e-mail
to any of our individual staff members. Share the link with family and friends!

We’d also love to see you at our Sunday Zoom fellowship hour at Noon after worship on Sundays. The link is
sent in our Friday Email Blast. Sign up on the website to be added to our email list or secretary@popportage.org
or contact Pastor Rachel (pastorrachel@popportage.org) for instructions on how to join the conversation!

Final Blessing
Pastor: The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, a be upon you now and forever.
All: Amen.
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Stand
Sending Hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!” No. 789

Dismissal
Pastor: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
All: Thanks be to God.

Music for the Close of Worship “Holy, Holy, Holy” David Cherwien
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Today’s Participants

9:00am
Pastor: Rachel Laughlin
Music: Janet Hill
Cantor: Bette MacKenzie, Tom Pederson,

John Thommen
Tech: Mike Whately
Reader: Bette MacKenzie
Prayers: Tom Pederson
Ushers: Paul & Gail MacNellis, John Brown

11:00am
Pastor: Rachel Laughlin
Music: Janet Hill
Cantors: Yvonne Gatz, Kim & Wade Lawrence, 

Diane Snyder
Tech: Mike Whately, Mark Clyne, Paul Guthrie
Reader: Beth Whately
Prayers: Kris Rieck
Ushers: Kris Rieck, Pete Eldridge

 Use this QR code to give electronically to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church.

Come, All You People, Text st. 1 and music © 1986 World Council of Churches, Geneva, Switzerland and the Asian Institute of Liturgy & Music,
notated by I-to Loh; English paraphrased by I-to Loh. Text sts. 2 & 3 © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. No license. 

Halle, Halle, Hallelujah, Text & Music: Public Domain Arr. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.
Permission under OneLicense Annual License A-710485 

Come, Join the Dance of Trinity, Text © 2001 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Music: Public Domain
Permission under OneLicense Annual License A-710485  

Hear Our Prayer, Text and music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Permission under OneLicense Annual License A-710485  
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!, Text & Music: Public Domain. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Worship Updates

9 AM Outdoor Service
• No masks required (unless you enter the building)
• Singing allowed
• BYO chairs/blankets for sitting outside or listen from your car
• Bulletins provided

If there is bad weather:
• We will alert the congregation via e-mail and social media posts by 

8 AM on Sunday.
• Service will move inside.
• Masks will be required indoors. 

11 AM Livestream Service
< Masks required
< Singing allowed
< Bulletins and PowerPoint provided

Communion will resume on Sunday, June 6. Prepackaged elements (wafer and
grape juice) will be used at both services. A Gluten Free wafer is available upon
request. 
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