
 

 

110 North Third Street 

River Falls, WI 54022 

715-425-2052 

www.firstchurchrf.org 

As Jesus’ courageous disciples,  

living God’s grace, we strive to: 

◼ Worship faithfully 

◼ Welcome openly 

◼ Grow spiritually 

◼ Care passionately 

◼ Serve generously 
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leadership (think David), and   

even strength (think Samson).   

The work of the Spirit is to make 

sure God’s voice is heard so God’s 

purpose can be seen and done     

in the world.  But in the Old 

Testament at least, the work of the 

Spirit is often confined to certain 

gifted leaders.   

In the New Testament, however, 

the Spirit literally stages a break 

out.  Instead of just working 

through gifted leaders, the Spirit 

falls on all believers.  The words 

above from Acts 2 are taken from 

the Pentecost story when God’s 

Spirit works through a scared and 

fearful group of followers of Jesus.   

Unsure what to do next, the Spirit 

leads them forward into the 

uncharted future.  In fact that 

seems to be one of the primary 

functions of the Spirit -- to provide 

a way forward, a way out of a 

current problem.  To be clear, the 

Spirit does not magically remove 

the problem, but the Spirit helps 

people find creative and 

courageous solutions.  In the   

Bible at least, it does this through 

bringing groups of people   

together to study, worship and  

pray together.  Matthew 18:20  

puts it this way — whenever two or 

three are gathered together in my 

name, I am with them.   

Like many of you, I see so many 

intractable problems in our world 

today.  Israel and Palestine. 

Poverty.  Racism.  The endless 

partisan political bickering.  It all 

seems too much some days and  

we just want to tune it all out.    

And yet even with all these real 

problems, I remain incredibly 

hopeful.  I am hopeful because     

if the Spirit is God’s voice in the 

world, that voice refuses to be 

silent, even when we look away or 

turn away.  I am hopeful because  

if the Spirit of God is poured out 

on all people, and not just our 

leaders, there are many, many 

people through whom God’s voice 

can be heard and through whom 

God’s will can be done.  I am 

hopeful because God is alive and 

at work in our world today and 

refuses to give up.  I am hopeful 

because God is raising up new 

leaders who are coming up with 

creative solutions to ancient 

problems.  I am hopeful because 

of the ways you as God’s people  

in River Falls continue to show   

up and use your gifts to be the 

hands and feet, the voice and   

even pocketbook of God’s work 

on earth today.  I am hopeful 

because as we pray each week — 

God’s will will be done on earth as 

it is in heaven.  May God’s Spirit 

continue to breathe into each and 

every one of us.  Amen.   

Let us pray.  Come, Holy Spirit.  

Come and fill me with your breath.  

Form and shape me using the gifts 

you have given to me.  Speak to 

me words of comfort and support 

and yes even challenge.  Lead me 

in your paths.  Empower me to   

be your agent of compassion and 

grace.  Amidst all the other voices 

clamoring for my attention, help 

me to listen for your still small 

voice calling me to acts of mercy, 

love and grace.  Amen.   

Pastor Chris 

Pastor’s Page 
...I will pour out my Spirit upon all 

flesh and your sons and daughters 

shall prophesy…  Acts 2:17 

The word ‘Spirit’ appears about 

500 times in the Bible.  That is a 

lot of Spirit!  But how does the 

Spirit work?   

In the Old Testament it often 

refers to the breath of God within 

us that gives us life.  Often times 

the Spirit is the source of creativity, 

the parts in each of us that makes 

us unique.  Sometimes it is the 

source of wisdom (think Solomon), 



 

 

Day.  We will worship outside  

on the church lawn unless it rains 

and then worship will move to 

the Fellowship Hall.   

We will no longer need to 

register for worship. We also 

hope to restart Coffee Fellowship 

in June.   

We are closely monitoring best 

safety practices from the CDC, 

health department and the 

Wisconsin Council of Churches.   

Projects Following 

Worship for Kids 
Calling kids and families! Come 

for a special, short craft project 

following worship on June 13, 

July 11, and August 22.  

Summer Worship!   
Starting Memorial Day 

Weekend, the worship service 

time will move to 9:30 am and 

continue that way through Labor 
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VBS Volunteers Needed 
Please consider volunteering to help 

with Vacation Bible School this year. 

We need teachers and craft volunteers 

for August 3–5, 9:00–11:00 am. Please 

help! To volunteer, please use the  

sign-up link.   

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-

vbsvolunteers 

Register Now for VBS, 2021: Create! 
August 3–5, 2021 

9:00–11:00 am 

Children age 3 through completed Grade 5 are invited to participate in the 2021 

VBS program, Create!  The sessions will focus on The Parable of Talents and what it means to be made in the 

image of a creative (and still creating) God. Students will use their own creativity and work on a variety of art 

projects…including not one but TWO special wood “Marshall Projects.” Please extend an invitation to friends 

and neighbors.  All are welcome!   

Please register on the website:  https://firstchurchrf.org/pages/vacation-bible-school 

Youth Ministry Search Team  
After the departure of JaNae Westrich this past April, a small 

Youth Ministry Search Team has been appointed by Church 

Council comprised of Pastor Chris, Diane Crist (Personnel), Kathy 

Rausch (Moderator Elect), Scott Elsesser (parent of teens), Melissa 

Wilson (parent of teen) and church interns Jenna Lawrence, Evan 

Luedtke and Jada Trautmiller.  They are currently revising our job 

description and thinking creatively about future tasks and ministry 

ideas.  We hope to have a new Youth Minister in place by the fall.  

Please continue to pray for guidance for them.   

COVID Vaccine Clinic at Church 
The Pierce County health department will be at church on Wednesday, June 2 from 5:00-7:00 pm for a 

COVID vaccine clinic.  They will be administering the Pfizer vaccine which has been authorized for people   

12 years and older.  Those younger than 18 must have parental authorization.  You do not need to sign up,   

but we would like to know the approximate number of people to expect so please sign up here:   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-covid 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-vbsvolunteers
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-vbsvolunteers
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-vbsvolunteers
https://firstchurchrf.org/pages/vacation-bible-school
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-covid
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Looking to Fall: Conversations on the Lawn      
for Parents 
The Christian Education Committee and pastoral staff are making plans for 

Sunday School, Confirmation, and church interns in the fall. We need your 

input to help guide plans and decisions. We ask parents of students age 3 

through church interns to come for a one-hour conversation in June. Issues to discuss include: 

• What kind of Sunday morning schedule best meets families’ needs? 

• Should we move to a dedicated Sunday morning education hour? 

• What about the confirmation program works well for your family? What else would you like to see? 

What do you recommend we adjust? 

• What church music opportunities would interest your family? 

• What concrete actions can the congregation take to support you as you raise your child(ren) in faith? 

Please come to one of these conversations:  

 Wednesday, June 16, 6:30–7:30 pm on the church lawn (Fellowship Hall if rainy) 

 Tuesday, June 22, 6:30–7:30 pm on the church lawn (Fellowship Hall if rainy) 

Please sign up on the church website or here: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-family 

Memorial Garden 
Dedication  
On Sunday, May 30, Memorial Day 

Weekend, we will dedicate the new 

Memorial Garden inside the existing  

church garden during the 9:30 am 

Summer Sunday Worship Service.  

This will be the final resting place for 

the saints of First Congregational Church. Copies of the 

Memorial Garden Policy and costs are available in the church 

office and on the church website:  https://firstchurchrf.org/

pages/sign-up-sheets 

Church Softball 
It appears that the River 

Falls Church Softball league 

will happen this year!  For more 

information contact Matthew Thurston   

at 715-781-3626 or Deb Hoffman at    

612-308-4945.  Please sign up if you are 

interested in playing. Games are played 

on Monday nights at Hoffman Park. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-church1 

 

What Has the Pastor Been Reading?   
Below are some suggestions from Pastor Chris. 

The Heart of Business by Hubert Joly — Written by the recent CEO of Best Buy who turned the company 

around and saved it from possible extinction, he argues that purpose and human connection lie at the heart    

of business success.  A practicing Catholic, he articulates a positive ‘theology’ of work that makes for fulfilled 

workers and increased profits.   

The Power of One by Bryce Courtenay — Follows a young, poor white boy in South Africa from the 1930’s    

to 50’s.  Made into a movie by the same name in 1989 this is an incredible novel not just about overcoming 

obstacle in a difficult world but about redemption.   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-family
https://firstchurchrf.org/pages/sign-up-sheets
https://firstchurchrf.org/pages/sign-up-sheets
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-church1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-church1
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People in the Pews:  Carole Mottaz 
1. Where did you grow up/hometown?   

London, England 

2. Where do you live now?  

On Division Street in a beautiful 1880 farmhouse.  I came to River Falls 

on an exchange program in 1972 and….met my husband.  We dated long 

distance for 2 years after I returned to England, seeing each other four 

times a year.  We decided it was cheaper to get married. 

3. How long have you been attending First Congregational Church?   

Since January 2008 

4. What keeps you coming back to church at UCC?   

The fact that Chris tailors his sermons to meet my needs when things are tough (or so it seems!) and my 

lovely church family. 

5. What is your favorite Bible passage, quote, or hymn. Why?   

The hymn, “It is well with my soul” is a much-loved song.  During difficult times, I share my problems  

with God until it is well with my soul. 

6. What is your favorite childhood memory? (This does not have to be church related.)   

Christmas was always a magical time because not only did Father Christmas bring gifts but he also brought 

the Christmas tree and decorations.  On Christmas Eve the house was bare.  On Christmas morning the 

tree was up and all of our presents were there.  We could never figure out why dad took a nap after 

Christmas dinner, missing the excitement and joy of 6 energetic children! 

7. What is your favorite hobby or pastime?   

My favorite hobby is designing non-profit/philanthropic projects.  River Falls is an incredibly supportive 

community for innovation. Some of my favorite pastimes are travel, reading, singing in the church choir, 

gardening and sewing when I have time. 

8. What gives you comfort or joy during these of Covid-19 days?   

Socially distanced, masked activities with friends, zooming family members in England and Australia, 

planning the next trip and, of course, church. 

9. Tell us something about you or your family that may surprise us.   

I was the youngest second dan black belt in Judo in England when I was 18. 

Donations for Shut In 

Bags Needed 
One of the good things to come out 

the pandemic are the 25 shut in bags 

that are delivered each month by 

volunteers.  We are looking for donations of small 

gifts or handmade items that can be put in these gift 

bags. Home baked cookies, small handmade items, 

even seasonal dollar store items are all great additions 

to this ministry, but there must be 25 of them. 

Contact the church office for more info.   

  Sunday, May 30 Memorial Garden Dedication  

  Sunday, June 6    Graduation Sunday  

  Saturday, June 19 Ruth Reilly Memorial Service  

  Sunday, June 20 Sitz Baptism  

  Sunday, June 27 Fuller Baptism  

  August 3—5 Vacation Bible School  
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Church Workers and Leaders Needed 
One of the best ways to get to know other people is by joining a church 

committee or team.  These groups meet monthly to do the work of the church.  

Especially this past year when we were often isolated from one another, these 

committees and teams were amazing in the ways they not  only got the church’s 

work done, they also maintained their connections   and cared for one another.   

Below is a list of our current church leadership needs.  Groups generally      

meet the third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm for one hour.  New   

members will begin in September at the All Church Meeting Night on Tuesday, 

September 21.   Please look at the list of needed workers below and prayerfully 

consider how you may use your gifts in God’s service.  Contact the church office 

for more details or to sign up.   

• Christian Education—Provides faith formation programs for children, youth and adults 

One Team Member Needed 

• Deacons—Work with the church worship life and membership 

3 Team Members Needed 

• Discipleship—Oversees church fundraising and generosity efforts 

Full 

• Endowment Grant—Distributes grants from our Endowment Fund 

1 Team Member Needed 

• Mission Education—Coordinates the various missions of the church both inside and outside          

the church walls 

Full 

• Music—Provides musical opportunities to enrich the life of the church 

1 Team Member Needed 

• Trustees—Works to oversees the church building and finances 

4 Team Members Needed 

• Welcoming—Provides welcomers and opportunities for people to get to know one another 

2 Team Members Needed 

Congratulations Graduates!   
We offer our congratulations to our 2021 High School graduates!  The future plans of each 

graduate will be highlighted in the next issue of the newsletter.  Those graduating this year 

include:  

Ethan Cernohous, Nyssa George, Dennis Grisar, Zachary Johnson, Zachary Martin, Madelyn Morrow, 

Meridith Okal, Sophia Okal, Ellen Rayne, Kimberly Swanson, Erin Syverson, Olivia Vanasse 

Be sure to join us as we bless them on Graduation Sunday, June 6, at the 9:30 am summer worship service.  

Well done! 
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New Church Van Needed 
Perhaps the most hopeful sign we are nearing the end of the pandemic is the need 

for a new church van.  You may recall that when the pandemic began we sold our 

old church van (an aging  2004 Ford Econoline 15 passenger van that was rusting 

and had high mileage) rather than have it sit unused for a year.  As we anticipate a 

more normal fall we will need a church van to continue our current ministries.  

Below please find some details about the Church Van Campaign.  

Q:Do we really need a church van?    

A:  Yes!  In fact Stacy says on Wednesday afternoons when we pick up kids for Wednesday School we could 

use two church vans!  The church van is used to pick up Wednesday Schoolers, take our youth on trips to 

Feed My Starving Children, retreats and monthly trips.  The van is driven back and forth to Back Bay Mission 

in Biloxi, Mississippi for our annual mission trips saving us many dollars in baggage fees.  We also hope to 

resume senior lunch trips in the fall.   

Q:  What kind of van are we looking for?  

A:  Church Council has authorized a small team to research options for a used 15 passenger van that is safe, 

has about 50,000 miles on it and will be easy for both youth and seniors to enter and exit.  Right now we are 

looking at both Sprinters and Transits in the used car markets.   

Q:  Can we get an electric or hybrid church van?   

A:  After carefully looking into this option, the short answer is no.  While 

there are some exciting new possibilities for hybrid vans, they would have to 

be bought new which would double our price.  An all electric van would not 

allow us to use it on trips to Back Bay.   

Q:  How much will it cost?  

A:  We estimate it will cost between $30-$32,000 dollars used.  The used car 

market is really hot now, driving up costs so we are starting a Church Van 

Campaign to raise $32,000 to purchase a slightly used church van.   

Q:  When will we get it? 

A:  When we raise the money!  We hope we can quickly raise the money in 

the next 8 weeks so we can purchase it, have it lettered with our church name 

and be ready for us by September.  Please write ‘Church Van Campaign” in 

the memo line.  You can also make donations on the church website under 

the ‘give’ option.  No gift is too big or too small!  

Spring Break Mission Trip 
Last year’s trip to Back Bay Mission in Biloxi, MS was 

cancelled due to COVID.  This coming year, we have again 

secured 25 spaces for this bi-annual trip to spend the week 

fixing houses in hurricane prone Mississippi.  The dates align 

with the River Falls, Hudson and UWRF spring break calendars — March 12-19, 2022.  An informational 

session will be held this fall.  In the meantime — mark the date!  Did we mention it will warm and sunny in 

Biloxi in March?  Join us!  Open to youth and adults.  See Pastor Chris for more details.  
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Two Church Lawn Mowers Needed!  
Our team of two lawnmowers is now down to one. We REALLY need two more 

people to join the three-person church lawn mowing team.  Training provided, we 

work with your schedule and the team signs up for weekly shifts making sure our 

church lawn looks its best for Sunday mornings.  Interested?  Want more info?  

Contact the church office 715-425-2052 or office@firstchurchrf.org 

Church Staff 
You can contact them via their email and cell numbers  

which are below. 

Chris Myers—chris@firstchurchrf.org - 715-441-2497 

Missy Luedtke—missy@firstchurchrf.org - 715-222-5427 

Stacy Myers—stacy@firstchurchrf.org - 715-338-6406 

Dave Ostendorf—dave@firstchurchrf.org - 715-441-6559 

Jamie Mills—degolierjamie@gmail.com - 715-419-0850 

Dave Mountain—focusfan2001@yahoo.com - 715-245-6854 

Tim Bylander—timthefixitguy@gmail.com - 715-808-2900 

 

Church Yoga 
Jan Hansen's church yoga group meets on Tuesdays 

and Thursdays in the church Fellowship Hall from 

9:00-10:00 am and via Zoom.  Please contact the 

church office to receive the Zoom link.  

Pastoral Acts 
Graveside Service for Phyllis Huber, May 15 

Funeral for Bernice Adeline Larson, May 18 

Free Money for  

Church Ministries 
The church has created an Amazon Smile account 

through which the church can receive a portion of the 

price of each purchase you make though Amazon.  It is 

important to know that you need to do two things for   

the church to receive this money.  First, go to Amazon 

Smile by typing in smile.amazon.com and then add    

First Congregational Church River Falls to your   

Amazon Smile.  Second, every time you order you    

must order through your Smile account by going 

to smile.amazon.com. Once you do this, the church    

will receive 0.5% of each eligible order.  Please contact 

the church office if you have questions.   

Simpson Shelter Supply Needs 
• Twin, full, and queen size blankets and  

sheet sets—new 

• Pillows—new 

• White t-shirts—new, sizes small and  

medium 

• Large tubs of Country Time Lemonade   

and Kool Aid mixes (we use these in     

Igloo containers for meals)  

• Hot sauce 

• Coffee—ground, caffeinated 

• Products for textured and natural hair 

• New shower curtains and shower rings 
 

There is a box at the church for donations.  

Thank you! 

     Week of     

  May 23, 2021   Year to Date 

General Fund Income*    $   5,290     $ 245,420 

General Fund Operational Needs   $   9,262     $ 194,502 

A full accounting of all income and expenses is available in the 

church office. 

*Includes annual and monthly gifts. 

mailto:office@firstchurchrf.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Phone:  715-425-2052 

E-mail:  office@firstchurchrf.org 

Website:  www.firstchurchrf.org 

STAFF 
Chris Myers, Pastor 

Dave Ostendorf, Minister for Community and Outreach 

Stacy Johnson, CE Minister 

Missy Luedtke, Office Coordinator 

Joel Larsen, Moderator 

Jamie Mills, Music Coordinator and Bell Choir Director 

Marsha Pearson, Organist 

Terry Mithun, Organist 

Tim Bylander, Building Supervisor 

Dave Mountain, Custodian 
 

Pastor’s home phone number:  

Chris Myers 715-426-2075 

chris@firstchurchrf.org 
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Sign Up Sheets:  All of the current sign-up sheets are on the church website. Click on the “Connect” button at the 

top of the page and then select “Sign Ups/Forms.” 

Quarantining:  With the spread of COVID-19, more and more families are having to quarantine at some point. 

Please know that your church stands ready to support and help you as we can. We have volunteers who can run 

errands, pick up medicine or food, even deliver your Sunday School materials if you are quarantined.  Please also 

know church staff are here to  help you navigate the intense emotional pressures these situations bring with them. 

Contact the church office for more information at 715-425-2052 or office@firstchurchrf.org 

 

Ways to Reach Out to Others 
All of us want to do something to help and be Jesus’ loving disciples in the present moment.  Below are some 

specific things you can do at home:   

Shut-ins/Seniors:  We have connected our seniors/shut-ins with church families who send them notes, small parcels 

and kid’s artwork.  If you want to be matched with a shut-in, contact the church office. 

Compassion Fund:  There are families in our church who have been furloughed, fired, and laid off.  We will be 

able to offer some modest assistance to these families through our church Compassion Fund.  Gifts should be 

mailed to the church and marked ‘Compassion Fund.’  Families who need assistance, please contact Pastor Chris. 

Prayer:  Prayer connects us with God and our neighbors.  Pray for the helpers.  Pray for your families.  Pray for 

people losing their jobs.  Pray for students learning online.  Pray for families learning new routines.  Pray for people 

cooped up inside.  Each week there is a prayer list of people, situations and thanksgivings that is sent out by email to 

help people in their prayer life.  You can sign up by contacting the church office.  

mailto:chris@firstchurchrf.org

