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May 25, 2021 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
You have likely heard of the two housing developments under 
construction at the intersection of Prosser and East Saanich Roads.   
One development is “Supportive Housing” involving 39 apartment units 
for mostly single persons.  The other is a 51 unit “Affordable Housing” 
project designed for family occupancy.  
 
The Supportive Housing (being developed by BC Housing and the 
Capital Regional District) is designed to create safe, secure homes for 
people at risk of homelessness.  24/7 support services will be on site, to 
ensure people can achieve and maintain housing stability.  Supports 
include tenant support workers, life skills training, employment 
assistance, connection and referral to community services and support 
groups.  All residents pay rent; all must sign a ‘good neighbour’ 
agreement as part of their lease.  Unlike those going into shelters or 
hotels off the street, folks who apply for this housing will be assessed for 
readiness to move into supportive housing.  This is unlike those who 
move into shelters or transitional housing as a crisis response without 
detailed assessment.  Priority will go to those who presently reside in, or 
have lived recently, in the Central Saanich area. 
 
I give this brief background as I know there have been, understandably, 
fears and concerns over these developments and especially the 
supportive housing development.  Given the fears and concerns, some 
persons have expressed opposition to the housing development and 
protest rallies have taken place at the construction site.  Having 
attended one of the BC Housing information sessions on ZOOM, my 
own fears and concerns have been significantly diminished and I feel I 
have a much better understanding of the need for, and the nature of, 
supportive housing.      
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Personally, I see this as a wonderful opportunity for ministry.  It is our 
opportunity, and I daresay our responsibility, as a congregation, along 
with others, to connect with, and serve, persons who are in need of a 
community which will welcome them, befriend them, support them.  Our 
Outreach Committee has already had a preliminary discussion on what 
we might do in service to these new neighbours in our midst (people will 
be moving in by the early months of 2022).  
 
We know that Jesus calls us to love our neighbours as ourselves.  And 
we also know that the parable of the Good Samaritan teaches us that 
we are to help our neighbours even when they are very different from 
us, in different situations than to which we are accustomed, even when 
there is some risk and inconvenience attending our efforts as we reach 
out in Christ-like love.  This is an opportunity to put our faith into action.  
I have no doubt that as we reach out to get to know and to support the 
tenants who will be moving into both housing developments, we will 
receive blessings in return, from these individuals and families in a 
variety of ways by God’s grace. 
 
The link below may be used to gather further information on the 
supportive housing initiative in Saanichton. 
 
https://letstalkhousingbc.ca/central-saanich-1909-prosser 
 

Blessings to you all, 

Rev. Bob 
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