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St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
“People of Christ Making a Difference” 

119 N Church Street 
Lexington, SC 

 
The Holy Trinity/1st Sunday after Pentecost 

May 30, 2021 
 

WELCOME TO OUR VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE! 
 

During this time of social distancing here are a few things to remember: 
 

We are back to regular office hours Monday through Friday.  Please don’t hesitate to let us know 
how we can help!  The pastors are available by calling the church (359-6562), calling the Crisis 
Care Line after hours (808-6471), or emailing them (pat@sslc.org and/or 
jasonantley@earthlink.net) 
 

If you visit our website (www.sslc.org) you will see additions to the main page.  On your phone, 
please make sure you are on the full website (just scroll down and click the icon that says full 
website).  At the top you will see SIX RED BOXES.  Here are the details: 
 

Box 1) “Weekly Bulletins” – which will correspond to the services on YouTube. 
 

Box 2) “Virtual Communion” – explanation and instructions for communing at home during virtual 
worship. 
 

Box 3) “Click Here For Our YouTube” – where you can click to participate in our virtual worship 
services, or you can copy and paste tinyurl.com/SSLCWorship into your browser to take you there 
directly.  Services will be livestreamed at 12:30 PM on Wednesdays and 8:30 AM on Sundays. 
 

Box 4) “Latest Church Update” – where we will post the latest COVID-19 church update. 
 

Box 5) “Online Giving” – Don’t forget to support our ministry during this time apart by either 
mailing your donations to the church (119 N Church Street, Lexington, SC 29072), giving online, or 
giving through the Givelify app.  This may also be a time to consider direct deposit giving.  For 
more details please call the church office to contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya 
Reynolds. 
 

Box 6) “Green Sheet Announcements” – this is the green bulletin insert you would normally get 

on Sunday.  
 

If you need any sort of assistance (ie needing food, getting groceries or prescriptions, going to 
medical appointments, anything at all), please call the church office or one of the pastors.  We 
have folks who are willing to help in any way they can!  Please take time to call folks who may not 
have a strong network and may be in need.  Neighbors helping neighbors is one way we can be 
“People of Christ Making a Difference!” 
 

We will continue sending out emails but you can also check out our website and our Facebook 
page for updates.  God bless you!  We love you!  Stay safe out there! 

mailto:pat@sslc.org
mailto:jasonantley@earthlink.net
http://www.sslc.org/
file:///C:/Users/nanna/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/KMX4GOQT/tinyurl.com/SSLCWorship
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GATHERING MUSIC 
 
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
PRELUDE 
  
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, full of compassion and mercy, 
abounding in steadfast love. 
Amen. 

  
Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one another. 
  
Eternal God our creator, 
in you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your children, the work of your 
hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires. 
By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

  
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. God’s love 
has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us. In the mercy of almighty God, 
Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and for his sake, God + forgives you all your sins. 
Amen. 
  
GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you always. 
And also with you.  
  

RESPONSIVE LITURGY 
We come from full lives to gather in this place before God.  
We come from lives filled with anxieties and concerns, fears and loss.  
We gather as pilgrims seeking our way through a thicket of motives and intentions, through a 
wilderness of sins and misdeeds.  
Finding our way alone is impossible; even together we cannot find our way.  

Let us lift up our eyes and behold the Lord high and lifted up,  
And sing with the seraphim, “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hosts; the whole earth is full of 
His glory!”  
 
THE SALUTATION 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
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FIRST READING                   Isaiah 6:1-8 
  
1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of 
his robe filled the temple. 2Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two 
they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3And one 
called to another and said:  “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his 
glory.” 4The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled 
with smoke. 5And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 
  6Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with 
a pair of tongs. 7The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has touched your 
lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.” 8Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 
“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
  
PSALM              Psalm 29 

  
1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, 
 ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; 
 worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 
3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 
 the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 
4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; 
 the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor. 
5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; 
 the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
6the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
 and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
7The voice of the LORD 
 bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 
 the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
 
SECOND READING          Romans 8:12-17 
  
12Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—13for if you 
live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, 
you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15For you did not receive 
a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, 
“Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 
17and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him 
so that we may also be glorified with him. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
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THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; to him be glory and power forever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL                  John 3:1-17 

  
The holy gospel according to St. John, the 3rd chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
  
1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night 
and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can 
do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell 
you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, 
“How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s 
womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God 
without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind 
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or 
where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can 
these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 
understand these things? 
  11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do 
not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can 
you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except the one 
who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal 
life. 
  16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal life. 
  17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him.” 
  
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
  
CHILDREN’S SERMON         Seminarian Laura Henrickson 
  
SERMON           Seminarian Laura Henrickson 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY           "Come Join the Dance of Trinity”      ELW 412 

 
Come, join the dance of Trinity, before all worlds begun— 

the interweaving of the Three, the Father, Spirit, Son. 
The universe of space and time did not arise by chance, 

but as the Three, in love and hope, made room within their dance. 
  

Within the dance of Trinity, before all worlds begun, 
we sing the praises of the Three, the Father, Spirit, Son. 

Let voices rise and interweave, by love and hope set free, 
to shape in song this joy, this life: the dance of Trinity. 
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ATHANASIAN CREED 
Whoever wants to be saved should above all cling to the catholic faith. 
Whoever does not guard it whole and inviolable will doubtless perish eternally. 
  
Now this is the catholic faith: We worship one God in trinity and the Trinity in unity, neither 
confusing the persons nor dividing the divine being. 
For the Father is one person, the Son is another, and the Spirit is still another. 
  
But the deity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one, equal in glory, coeternal in majesty. 
What the Father is, the Son is, and so is the Holy Spirit. 
  
Uncreated is the Father; uncreated is the Son; uncreated is the Spirit. 
The Father is infinite; the Son is infinite; the Holy Spirit is infinite. 
  
Eternal is the Father; eternal is the Son; eternal is the Spirit: 
And yet there are not three eternal beings, but one who is eternal; as there are not three 
uncreated and unlimited beings, but one who is uncreated and unlimited. 
  

Almighty is the Father; almighty is the Son; almighty is the Spirit: 
And yet there are not three almighty beings, but one who is almighty. 

  
Thus the Father is God; the Son is God; the Holy Spirit is God: 
And yet there are not three gods, but one God. 
  
Thus the Father is Lord; the Son is Lord; the Holy Spirit is Lord: 
And yet there are not three lords, but one Lord. 

  
As Christian truth compels us to acknowledge each distinct person as God and Lord, so catholic 
religion forbids us to say that there are three gods or lords. 
The Father was neither made nor created nor begotten; the Son was neither made nor 
created, but was alone begotten of the Father; the Spirit was neither made nor created, but 
is proceeding from the Father and the Son. 

  
Thus there is one Father, not three fathers; one Son, not three sons; one Holy Spirit, not three 
spirits. 
And in this Trinity, no one is before or after, greater or less than the other; but all three 
persons are in themselves, coeternal and coequal; and so we must worship the Trinity in 
unity and the one God in three persons.  
  
Whoever wants to be saved should think thus about the Trinity. 
It is necessary for eternal salvation that one also faithfully believe that our Lord Jesus 
became flesh. 
  
For this is the true faith that we believe and confess: That our Lord Jesus Christ, God's Son, is 
both God and man. 
He is God, begotten before all worlds from the being of the Father, and he is man, born in 
the world from the being of his mother - existing fully as God, and fully as man with a 
rational soul and a human body; equal to the Father in divinity, subordinate to the Father in 
humanity. 
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Although he is God and man, he is not divided, but is one Christ. 
He is united because God has taken humanity into himself; he does not transform deity into 
humanity. 
  
He is completely one in the unity of his person, without confusing his natures. 
For as the rational soul and body are one person, so the one Christ is God and man. 

  
He suffered death for our salvation. 
He descended into hell and rose again from the dead. 
  

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

  
At his coming all people shall rise bodily to give an account of their own deeds. Those who have 
done good will enter into eternal life, those who have done evil will enter eternal fire. 
This is the catholic faith. One cannot be saved without believing this firmly and faithfully. 
Amen. 
  
OFFERING 
It is during times like these that we notice an even greater purpose for our ministry and life  
together in Christ as we love and support each other and the world around us.  Don’t forget to 
support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate at the doors of the church,  
mailing your offering to the church, giving online (www.sslc.org) or through the Givelify app.  This 
may also be a time to consider direct deposit giving.  For more details please contact our Parish 
Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562. 
  
Anthem         "Trinity Song"            Sandra McCracken 

CCLI Song # 7068847; CCLI License # 2440064 
 

Holy Father, Son, and Spirit. Holy Communion, Three in One.  
Holy Father, Son, and Spirit. Holy Communion, Three in One. 

  
Come with Your peace, with Your invitation. Bind us together in holy love.  
Come with Your peace, with Your invitation. Bind us together in holy love. 

  
Holy Father, Son, and Spirit. Holy Communion, Three in One.  
Holy Father, Son, and Spirit. Holy Communion, Three in One. 

  
OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray together. 
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of 
plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to 
be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.  
Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE PREFACE 
 
THE SANCTUS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
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RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized!  This Holy Sacrament is a fundamental 
part of how we participate in worship and receive Christ’s body and blood, given and shed for 

us for the forgiveness of our sins.  It is customary to use bread and wine for this meal, however 
with the given circumstances we invite you to find whatever is most appropriate in your context for 
your family to share.  As you gather together to receive the real presence of Christ found in, with, 
and under the elements, be assured that the gifts we are given by God in the Holy Sacrament 
transcend space and time.  May we be fed and nourished by God through this meal so that we 
may persevere and continue in discipleship this and every day. 
 

(As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each communicant: 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
 

The blood of Christ shed for you. 
 

The communicant may say: “Amen.”) 
 

BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. 
As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In 
your name we pray.  
Amen. 
  
BENEDICTION  
May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, grant you 

the gifts of faith and hope, and almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever.  
Amen. 
  
SENDING SONG        “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!”     ELW 413 

 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!  

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!  
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

  
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!  

All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea. 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!  
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

  
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE    
 

C 
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The Athanasian Creed 
  

The Lutheran Church confesses, teaches, and accepts the three ecumenical creeds. The 
Apostle’s and Nicene Creeds are the two we use regularly during worship. The 
Athanasian Creed is not as familiar as we confess it once yearly on Holy Trinity Sunday.  
  
Early in the fourth century, a new teaching appeared which claimed that Jesus was not 
truly God. Arius, a north African priest, first proposed this heresy and it spread quickly. 
The Church responded decisively in AD 325 with a statement of faith (The Nicene 
Creed), which confessed that Jesus is, in fact, true God. Toward the end of the fifth 
century, another creed was written that delved further into the mystery of the Trinity. 
This creed was named to honor the memory and teaching of Athanasius, Bishop of 
Alexandria, an early church father.  
  
The Athanasian Creed declares the teachings of the church concerning the Holy Trinity 
and our Lord's incarnation are "the catholic faith." In other words, this is what the 
Church of all times and all places has confessed. More than fifteen centuries later, the 
Church continues to confess this truth, confident that the triune God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, has given Himself for our salvation.  
  
 
ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of his wife, Judy Redman, 

by Jerry Redman. 
 
 
The Church Staff       Crisis Care Line: 808-6471           Website: www.sslc.org 

The Rev. Dr. Patrick W. Riddle    The Rev. Jason T. Antley 
Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life  Mrs. Bailey Slice Parker, Music Director 
Mr. Tyler Meade, Organist     Mrs. Beth Haggard, Preschool Director 
Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator  Mr. Eric Abramson, Sexton 
Mr. Stephen Abbott, Seminarian     Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus 

The Rev. Dr. Dennis Bolton, Pastor for Welcome and Visitation 
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