
Newsletter - 30 May 2021 

Wonga Park CRC is a church that is committed to helping people grow in their faith, one step at a 
time. We believe people do this by encountering God in his living word, through prayer, and in 
community with other believers. 

New here? We would love to meet and connect with you, so please fill in your details on the 
back of this newsletter, place the it in the offering bag and one of our team will contact you. 
Alternatively send an email to pastor@wpcrc.org.au and we will get in contact with you. 

God’s Word: We encourage you to take notes in the place provided, to reflect on what God has 
been saying to you, and to discuss it with your family, friends and children. 

Prayer: We have several places in our worship service where we pray. We would also love to pray 
with you after the service. If you would like someone to pray with you, please remain in the main 
auditorium and a member of our prayer team will come and pray with you. 

Community: We encourage you to stay after the service for coffee and fellowship. If you are a 
visitor, please grab a free barista made coffee (available most mornings). We would love to meet 
you and get to know you more. We have a cry room off to the side of the church for parents with 
infants. During school terms we  also run a Sunday School program before the church service for 
high school aged children and during the church service for primary school aged children, and 
we have a crèche for ages 1-5 at the end of the main hallway. 

Groups: We have a number of growth groups that meet throughout the week to pray for people, 
gather around God’s word, and care for one another. If you would like to join a group, please 
contact pastor Chris (pastor@wpcrc.org.au). 

WELCOME 

JESUS IS THE TRUE VINE 

John 15:1-8 (CSB) 

THE VINE AND THE BRANCHES 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.  2 Every branch in me that does not produce 
fruit he removes, and he prunes every branch that produces fruit so that it will produce more 
fruit. 

3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, and I in you. 
Just as a branch is unable to produce fruit by itself unless it remains on the vine, neither can you 
unless you remain in me.  

5 I am the vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in me and I in him produces much 
fruit, because you can do nothing without me. 6 If anyone does not remain in me, he is thrown 
aside like a branch and he withers. They gather them, throw them into the fire, and they are 
burned.  

7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you want and it will be done for 
you. 8 My Father is glorified by this: that you produce much fruit and prove to be my disciples.  

mailto:pastor@wpcrc.org.au


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

SERMON NOTES 

Q1: What did Jesus mean when he said you cannot produce fruit on your own? 

Q2: What is Jesus’ role in producing fruit in his disciples? 

Q3: Why is it difficult to work through sufferings or trials? 

Q4: How does what Jesus says here alter our perspective on our trials? 

Q5: Jesus promises that even the good branches are pruned. Why do you think this is? 

Q6: In what ways have you seen this pruning in your own life? 

Q7: Jesus says that Gospel fruit is the only real evidence of the Holy Spirit’s work in your life. To 
what extent should this help us identify true Christians from those who have merely the 
appearance of being Christians? 

Q8: What should you do if you evaluate your life and see you haven’t really grown spiritually? 
What should you do if you see that you have grown spiritually? How can you tell the difference 

Q9: What is the next step for you to grow and bear fruit today? 



GIVING 

In our church we have 2 offerings every Sunday. The first offering goes toward the ministry of this con-

gregation. The second offering goes toward various ministry organisations we support. If you would like 

to support this work you can do so in a few different ways:  

In church giving: Simply add your offering to the offering bag. 

Bank Transfer: BSB: 063 167 Acc: 1015 8356.              For the Deacons BSB: 063167 Acc. 1015 8372 

Via Church App: Online or via our church app: https://wpcrc.org.au/give  

BUDGET UPDATE 

Funds in: March was a better month in terms of offerings and 
funds received into our church bank account. 
Expenses: Payments for the month were much higher than budget, 
primarily due to some arrears CRC Australia ministry share contri-
butions that were brought up to date.  The year-to-date expenses 
as reported is now reasonably accurate and mostly in line with 
budget. 
Shortfall: Our year-to-date cash shortfall is about $25k, marginally 
better than budget.  This means y.t.d. we have drawn down on or 
depleted our cash resources to the amount of about $25,000. . 

GROWTH GROUPS 

We have a number of growth groups in our church, please contact the person listed below to 
connect to one.   We have a few specific groups (noted below) as well as some general groups. 

 Wednesday Nights (Online) 
Contact: Tim Gray 

timothygray000@gmail.com 
0448 660 291 

  
Wednesday Nights (Online) 

Contact: Chris Pretorius 
pastor@wpcrc.org.au 

0423 889 913 
  

Thursday Mornings (In person) 
Contact: Wendy Harrison 

wendy@tagroofing.com.au 
0407 801 630 

Sunday afternoons (Afrikaans in person) 
Contact: Lourens Geldenhuys 

insightabs@bigpond.com 
0409 990 398 

  
Monday Nights (currently online) 

Contact Peter Williams 
pw4@live.com.au 

0431 500 006 
  

Wednesday Nights 
(Young Adults, hybrid in person and online) 

Contact: Kasha Schubert 
kasha.schubert@hotmail.com 

0450 012 177 
  

Wednesday Nights (In person) 
Contact: Lynette Pretorius 

pretorius.lynette@gmail.com 
0423 889 912 

https://wpcrc.org.au/give
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=9ebdeb61-794a-42ba-bdfb-a8a963722f54
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=e67cfce6-f8e1-44ad-b6cc-509b313d4a4c
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=0ba9f6f2-3946-48a1-83d7-0c40749f74ff
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=a479ed3f-fcad-47e1-b398-d428fc1e9f31
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=81c08fc4-cb0f-4079-8abc-a689788110ac
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=3e8fad87-18b1-44b9-bcb6-4dcd56f36747
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=aac7a2b9-a49a-11e6-bd2b-0219ad55c99b


 DIARY 
WHAT’S HAPPENING  

Sunday 30 May 
10:00 am  Worship Service (Online) 

4.00 pm Zoom for Youth (Online) 
 

Families (particularly with teens) are encouraged to attend the next State Family 
Equip service on the 18th of July at One Hope Community Church in Scoresby, VIC. 
5pm - 7:30pm with a discipleship workshop + FREE dinner follow the service. There 

are four of these services a year that are hosted by different CRCA churches.  

Martie Schachtner 1 June 

Chris Fourie 3 June 

Luca Aitken 5 June 

Rommie Chapman 8 June 

Abby Remminga 8 June 

Hannes van der Walt           29 May 

Johan Viviers           30 May 

Herman Linde           27 May 

Hannes van der Walt           29 May 

Johan Viviers           30 May 



Our Sunday School program is flourishing, 
and we’d love others in the congregation  

to be a part of it. 
 

Who are we looking for? 
Anyone!  The kids learn in many different ways 
and what is very clear is that they benefit from 

having a variety of role-models who all have 
the same beliefs and all teach them the same 

message! 

 

What is the time commitment? 
A typical commitment is for a period of 2 consecutive weeks at a time.  At the start of each Term, you 
choose which 2-week block you would like to help out with, and then you prepare ONE lesson only, 
which you will deliver once to the older kids in the first week and again to the younger kids the next 

week.  You can also sign up for 2 x 2 weeks per term too! 

How do I know what and how to teach? 
There is generally a specific theme/story for each term.  The main resource we use is excellent in telling 
you what the story is about, what message to teach the kids, and even give you lots of ideas on how to 

deliver the message in a fun and creative way.  You can use any method you like and we have a 
reasonable budget to purchase what you need. Over the last few years we’ve had arts and crafts, 

games, drama, music, movies, science, magic shows, cooking and LEGO, just to name a few. 

What else do I need to do? 
You will need a working with children check and complete the "Childsafe” course for volunteers. 

Great, I’m interested – after all, 2 weeks is not a huge commitment, and kids are awesome!!!! 

Please speak to/text/email Nicky.  0439 084 987 or nicheyer@yahoo.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

CRCA Women's Convention 2021 Update   

The CRCA Women’s Convention 2021 is very close now. 

The Convention Planning Committee would like to advise ladies who are unable to attend Convention 
that God has answered our prayers, and has provided us with someone to stream our talks via Face-
book. We are also very thankful to our God for providing us with a music team. Please join us in thank-
ing Him for his provision in these two areas.  

Streaming – information regarding streaming during Convention will be available on the CRCA website. 
www.crca.org.au 

mailto:nicheyer@yahoo.co.uk?subject=I%20would%20like%20to%20volunteer%20to%20be%20a%20Sunday%20school%20teacher!
http://www.crca.org.au


ARTICLE 

“Prayer is a strong wall and fortress of the church; it is a goodly Christian weapon.” Martin Luther 

 As we go into the coming week let us daily pray; 

That the Lord will keep us strong so that we will stay close to him no matter what the cost enabling us to stand 
before Jesus. 

 “Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and 
to stand before the Son of Man.” (Luke 21:36) 

 Give thanks to our Lord and Saviour for his promise that we will never have to stand alone but can always rely 
on him. 

 Please pray for Dirk Schuring and his family as the mourn the passing of Dirk’s mother, pray that they may 
experience the loving arms of God around them. 

 Please pray for Johanna Rademan who has had a fall and is currently in hospital, pray that the Lord will grant 
her a full recovery. 

 Please continue to pray for Lydia, Will, Daniel and Armand Oppermann as they struggle with coming to terms 
with their new circumstances. 

 Please continue to pray for our church, pray for unity amongst us, pray that we will be able to forgive where 
forgiveness is needed, pray for healing where healing is needed, pray for love for one another where love is 
needed that in all things, we will give glory to God. 

 Pray for our state and federal governments as they seek the best way forward in the current pandemic. Pray 
that they may come to realize that their wisdom must come from God. 

PRAYER POINTS 

OH GOD REND THE HEAVENS AND HEAL YOUR CRIPPLED CHURCH AND OUR DYING NATION 

I’m sure we can all agree that evil surrounds us in America and other western nations. Daily we are bombarded 
by reports of heinous crimes and lawlessness being committed throughout our lands. How can Christians not 
only remain peaceful and hopeful during these turbulent times but also dare to anticipate revival, perhaps a 
Great Awakening? I believe we can. But we must be willing to wait on God and seek Him like never before 
because “He acts for the one who waits for Him” (Isaiah 64:4). This type of waiting expects something to happen 
and waits patiently for it. When we wait and pray, anger doesn’t influence us, impatience doesn’t drive us, 
impulse doesn’t derail us, and fear doesn’t stop us. The disciples prayed in the upper room until heaven opened 
and the Spirit came down. The filling of the Holy Spirit forever changed them. They were hungry for more of God. 
Can you say the same? 

If we are to expect God to heal our crippled churches and our dying nations, we must pray like Isaiah, “Oh God, 
rend the heavens and come down” (Isaiah 64:1). And like the woman in the parable of the unjust judge, we must 
keep asking (Luke 18:1–8). Prayer must be brought back into our churches, real prayer that searches the soul and 
penetrates the heart. Many years ago, a very old man who experienced a revival when he was younger was 
asked why the revival ended. His eyes were filled with holy fire when he cried, “When you lay hold of God, never, 
never, never, never let go!” Let his burden be a warning as well as a reminder to never let go. 

When you were first born again, you had this fire, didn’t you? And then life happened. Prayer and reading the 
Word gradually became an afterthought. Yet nationwide revival begins with personal revival, believers one by 
one begin to seek God again, and before long, there are family revivals and then church-wide revivals and then 
community revivals. Yes, it can happen, but the seeds must be planted by individual members of the body. In 
other words, it begins with you. Are we welcoming this type of downpour in our churches and positioning 
ourselves for a downpour of God’s Spirit, or are we extinguishing it because of pride, sin, doubt, unbelief, and 
prayerlessness? It’s time to break up our fallow ground and seek the Lord while He still may be found (Hosea 
10:12). We provide the sacrifice; He provides the fire. 

Source: Pastor Shane Idleman from Westside Christian Fellowship in America 

https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fausprayernet.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D7bdf2234b2ed38676f9a7e2c1%26id%3D1103dca60b%26e%3D0fe01f8d68&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cab5ab31b158046728ad508d91c7b056a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aa


TRAFFICKING, FORCED MARRIAGES OF CHRISTIAN WOMEN ON THE RISE WORLDWIDE 

Persecution of Christian women worldwide has risen dramatically in the last year as a new study released by 
Open Doors International found that forced marriages have increased by 16%, and physical violence against 
women has increased 31%. Global persecution watchdog group Open Doors International released the 2021 
“Same Faith, Different Persecution” report on gender-specific religious persecution to detail the plight of the 
global persecuted Church and how this especially affects women. Gender Specific Religious Persecution (GSRP) 
against women has risen to the highest level recorded in the three years since the report was first issued in 2018, 
and women now face a higher potential risk of religious persecution than men. 

Helene Fisher, a global gender persecution specialist for Open Doors International and one of the authors of the 
report, said that the increased threat to women is often because women have fewer rights in most of the top 50 
countries where religious persecution is rife. “Because women have fewer rights and fewer protections, they’re 
just an easier target,” Fisher said. “They can also be targeted with impunity, which means that if there is a popu-
lation that doesn’t want the Christians to thrive, they can go after the women and girls. And there aren’t conse-
quences for those aggressors. So, it is a question of the women and girls having fewer rights for legal protections. 
Women are more vulnerable in the society, and they are just the easiest way to disable the Christian population.” 

Fisher and the other authors of the report, Eva Brown, Elizabeth Lane Miller and Rachel Morley, highlight that 
faith, combined with their gender, puts women more at risk.  The five most common “pressure points” among 
women in the top 50 countries on the Open Doors World Watch List for religious persecution are forced mar-
riage, sexual violence, physical violence, psychological violence and forced divorce. Each category increased since 
last year’s study. Ninety percent of the top 50 countries where Christians are most persecuted report forced mar-
riage as a pressure point, and 86% of countries report sexual violence. Reports of psychological violence among 
women in these countries rose from 40% to 74% from the 2020 report to the 2021 report. 

Women are often used as pawns to target the Christian community. Persecutors often target the daughters of 
pastors to weaken the core of the church community. “It is a well-documented fact that rape can be used as a 
weapon of war,” the report reads. “Women’s bodies essentially become the second battlefield. The ‘capture’ of 
women in a community demonstrates to the men that they were unable to ‘protect’ them. Persecutors are seen 
as ‘dominant.’ In the midst of using these women as pawns, of course, real women are violently abused.” Tar-
geting women, the child bearers, and forcing them to convert is a tactic used to destabilize the future generation 
of the Church, the development of families and the raising of Christian children. 

Trafficking women as a form of religious persecution is on the rise, particularly in Asia and Africa, the report finds. 
Christian refugees or internally displaced peoples are especially vulnerable to this. “Trafficking as a form of reli-
gious persecution continues to pose a threat in all regions on the World Watch List and it is rising, particularly in 
Africa and Asia. Globally, 17 countries (up from 10 the previous year) reported incidents of trafficked women and 
girls,” the report adds. “Countries engaged in conflict were most likely to report instances of sexual violence and 
trafficking.” Extremist groups in the Middle East and North Africa often weaponize trafficking by forcing or seduc-
ing Christians into marriage or sexual slavery and forced conversions to Islam. 

Women who are able to escape their captors often struggle to reintegrate into their home society due to shame, 
stigma and damaged self-worth.  A young Nigerian girl named Ester was abducted by Boko Haram and was im-
pregnated by one of her captors, the report chronicles. When she returned home, she was shunned, and the 
community called her baby “Boko” after the militants who abducted her. This tactic of shame is sometimes part 
of the extremists’ goal. Fisher said the narrative in Christian communities in response to this should use biblical 
truth to fight the false narrative Islam seeks to spread through the shame of rape and sexual exploitation of 
women. Doing so will foil the persecutors’ strategies, she said. 

“Our value is not determined by what has been done to us, but is determined by what has been done for us by 
Jesus Christ. Just holding on to that truth can radically change the future of a community,” Fisher shared. In Chi-
na, the shortage of women due to gender-biased sex selection of males and the one-child birth policy has led to 
human trafficking webs that force women into marriages to produce male children. The U.S. State Department 
reported that traffickers increasingly sent girls to China for arranged marriages from impoverished Christian com-
munities. In its 2020 Trafficking Persons profile on Pakistan, the U.S. State Department noted that “traffickers in-
creasingly targeted impoverished Christian communities to send females to China for arranged marriages.” 

Source: Christian Post 
 



As required by Victoria Health we need to keep a record of who has been 
attending the church service. We have set up a QR code that you can scan 
when you arrive at church on which your basic information will be cap-
tured securely onto a form in Elvanto.  

We will only use or disclose your check-in information for coronavirus 
(COVID-19) contact tracing.  Your data will then be deleted after 28 days. 

Your details won't be used for marketing or other purposes. 

We will also have some volunteers with iPads to assist people who are unable to check in using their 
phones. It may take a bit of time to get everyone through the process so please try to be a bit earlier at 



CONNECT WITH US 

 

Newsletter Editors 

newsletter@wpcrc.org.au 

Enè Crous 

0450 211 133 

Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 

 

Treasurer 

Nelleke Arnold 

treasurer@wpcrc.org.au 

0448 469 569 

 

Child Safe Coordinator 

Lynette Pretorius 

0423 889 912 

 

Facilities Management 

Rob De Reus 

0407 309 257 

 

Prayer Ministry 

prayer@wpcrc.org.au  

Herman Linde 

0411 069 808 

 

Music Ministry 

Mia Van Wyk 

0420 817 800 

 

Sunday School Coordinator 

Nicky Bester 

0439 084 987 

 

Audio Visual 

Cassie Van Veen 

0499 230 872 

 

Crèche ministry 

Abigail Remminga 

0497 370 820 

 

GEMS  

(primary aged girls group) 

Lynette Pretorius 

0423 889 912 

 

Kids Hope Coordinator 

Enè Crous 

0450 211 133 

 

CAP Money Course 

Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 

Martin Van der Merwe 

0458 908 14 

 

Pastor 

Chris Pretorius 

0423 889 913 

pastor@wpcrc.org.au 

 

Youth Pastor 

Tim Gray 

0448 660 291 

youth@wpcrc.org.au 
 

Chairman and Worship Services 

Peter Williams  

0431 500 006 
 

Finance 

Lourens Geldenhuys 

0409 990 398 
 

Growth Groups 

Jack Organtzoglou  

0403 377 559 
 

Martin Van der Merwe 

0458 908 148  
 

Harry Berends 

0421 302 418  
 

Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 

KEY CONTACT DETAILS 

ELDERS DEACONS MINISTRY LEADERS 

ADMINISTRATION 

Joy Van Veen 

0409 199 840 

 

Sandra Stork 

0418 592 206  

 

Lizet Kritzinger  

0405 762 190  

 

Dale Reed  

0412 216 300  

 

 

If you would like someone from church to connect with you, please fill in this page, tear it off and put it in the 

offering bag.  

Your name:         Contact number: 

Contact email: 

Notes: 

ADMINISTRATION 

Session Clerk & Church  

Administrator  

Currently vacant 

clerk@wpcrc.org.au   

admin@wpcrc.org.au 

mailto:prayer@wpcrc.org.au

