
St Paul Lutheran Council Minutes
April 8, 2021

Opening devotion—Sandy led devotional reflections based on Psalm 46:1 and the presence of God
as a refuge, strength and hope.
Voting Members Present—Neil Agren, Joel Anderson, Sandy Catt, Julie Davidson, Jenn Hummel,
Tiffany Seidl, Linda Solberg, Jacki Whittaker.
Absent— Kevin Rahn, Ben Ross 
Non-Voting Members Present—Leann Fadness-Beall, Pastor Norm Arnold
Guests Present—None

1.  Call to Order—7:16 p.m.

Recitation of Mission Statement
Establish agenda/additions— The agenda was established with the addition of senior recognition
to New Business.
Minutes— Motion: Approve the minutes as presented. Motion by: Julie. Second by: Jacki. Motion
carried.
Treasurer’s Report— Net ordinary income is $11,894.32 for the month--which is a slight decrease.
The congregation hopes to receive approximately $14,500 to meet expenses. Motion: Approve the
treasurer’s report for the previous month. Motion by: Sandy. Second by: Joel. Motion carried.
Pastor’s Report — The report was previously distributed to council members, and Pastor Norm
highlighted a few areas--that the average attendance both on-line and in-person has increased
significantly in the last four weeks. This is not taking into consideration Easter at which
approximately 50 attended in person and 100 viewed on line. Also highlighted was the possible
need for some modifications to the AV system.  The Third Thursday of the month was attended
by three enthusiastic individuals. Approximately 86 people per week were viewing mid-week
services during Lent. 

2.  Committee Reports
Worship—The committee did not meet in the past month except for representation at the
organist interview. Pastor reported that musicians have been spirit-driven in picking out music that
have enhanced Pastor’s message.
Property and Finance— A new Fellowship Hall floor will be installed for two weeks starting April
12. On April 10, 9 a.m. work party is set to clear out the Fellowship Hall in preparation for the
flooring project. The committee will commence working on the water system to eliminate one
meter. Work is continuing on the lighting under the organ loft. A request was made to inspect the
organ loft track lighting which does not seem to be working completely.
Parish Education— Youth Group is meeting, and will meet outside or downstairs during the
flooring project.

3.  Old Business
Audit Committee— Motion: Approve the Audit committee report. Motion by: Julie. Second by:
Linda. Motion carried. 



Pastors Discretionary Fund— No progress has been made in the fund recommendations. 
Sexual Harassment Form— All forms have been returned with the exception of one council
member’s form is pending return.
Nominating Committee— Motion: Nominate Jacki for the council representative to the
nominating committee. Motion by: Tiffany. Second by: Linda. Motion carried
Memorial Committee appointment— Neil is awaiting word from KC Babcock on service. Item will
be tabled until the May 13 meeting.
PSALM Program (Program Supporting Active Lay Ministers) — Sandy Catt and Diana Rahn have
expressed interest in participating. Pastor suggested that the church provide $400 of the $500 per
person, per semester ($800 total for 2021, $1,600 for 2022) Funds could come from Pastor’s
Discretionary Fund or a request for funding from Enduring Gifts.Council members spoke briefly in
support of the PSALM program and having participants from St. Paul. Motion: Support 80 percent
of cost for the accepted participants, and suggest that monies be requested of the Enduring Gifts
Fund.  Motion by: Julie. Second by: Tiffany. Motion carried.

4.  New Business
Council Pictures— Each council member was asked to have a photo taken and send a copy to Geri
and a copy to Sandy (for the website) in the coming week. 
Organist/keyboard player— Chuck Canary of Kelso was invited to attend worship at St. Paul by
a member. He has been playing music in churches since his teens and is an accomplished organist
who was interested in seeing our organ. He is available to serve in the vacant position of organist. 
Compensation would be $800/month inclusive of rehearsals or multiple services. This exceeds the
amount in the 2021 spending guide by approximately $2,000. Motion: Approve the hiring of Chuck
Canary for $800 a month for his musical talents on the organ and piano. Motion by: Julie. Second
by: Jacki.
Building Use— Cub Scouts and TOPS are interested in resuming use of the building. Per Property
and Finance, as long as the user groups follow appropriate and current state safety guidelines
(social distancing, temperature checks, logging attendance, and sanitizing area) and understand
that some improvement projects are underway at the church, they can use the building. It was
suggested that the church supply cleaning wipes and guidelines for proper sanitizing. Jacki will talk
with Ruth about the user groups doing their own cleaning. Neil will confer with Jackie Schwinn with
ideas for appropriate products to provide for the users to clean.

As an aside, Property and Finance was asked to contact Clarance Knutson in regards to getting the
organ tuned.

High School Graduating Seniors— Koen Ross and Kylie Vandehey will be graduating this year.
Traditionally, graduates speak during worship about their plans, and the congregation honors
them with cards and a cake. The council will further develop plans in May. A question arose
regarding the availability of a scholarship for graduating seniors; this also will be discussed in May.

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:30 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Sandy Catt, Secretary


