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Home Church Package for Sunday May 23, 2021 
Materials curated/prepared by Rev. Jenn Swanson 

 

Welcome 
 

Welcome to worship on this Pentecost Sunday, the birth of the church! Happy Birthday. Happy Sunny 
Day! Today we celebrate all sorts of things including the collaboration we have enjoyed this past year 
and a bit. We have counted on the Holy Spirit to guide us through all the changes and uncertainties 
and the developments as we have navigated our way to being church in a pandemic! We are grateful 
that you have shared in this journey with us and we hope you will continue to deepen your own faith 
journeys with us in whatever direction calls you. 
 
So, welcome to worship. We trust that the Risen Christ, the living spirit of Jesus, will meet you here. 

 
Pentecost Moment 
 
The wind blows where it will. We hear its sound, see its effects, but we cannot tell where it comes from 
or where it is going. So it is with the Holy Spirit. Let us enter into this time, open to the wind of the 
Spirit, allowing it to blow in and around us as we invite Jesus in. 
 
Light a candle if you have one…or take a moment to take a few deep breathes in.  
We light this candle as a sign of God’ Spirit at work in the world; may it brighten our spirits. May the 
light of God shining through us, brighten the world. 
 

Opening Prayer 
(by Sarah Dunning Lambert) 

 
Holy One, 
ignite within us a fiery passion 
for your mission in the world today. 
Warm us by the Spirit’s dancing tongues of 
flame, 
that we may feel your kindling blaze within, 
urging us to do your greater good. 
Make us wholly present to experience a new 
birth, 
and awaken possibilities within us 
to share your love in the world. 
In this love and abundance, 
we come to celebrate your harvest— 
a harvest bearing the first fruits of the Spirit 
within us. 
Show us how to use these gifts, 
as we listen for your truth 
in the gentle breeze of your Spirit. Amen. 
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Scripture Reading: Acts 2: 1-21 (NRSV) 
 
The Coming of the Holy Spirit 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven 
there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 
sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of 
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 
ability. 
 
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound 
the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language 
of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how 
is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in 
our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and 
perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled 
with new wine.” 
 
Peter Addresses the Crowd 
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who 
live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you 
suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning.  No, this is what was spoken through the prophet 
Joel: 
 
‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
    and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
    and your old men shall dream dreams. 
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
    in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
        and they shall prophesy. 
And I will show portents in the heaven above 
    and signs on the earth below, 
        blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
The sun shall be turned to darkness 
    and the moon to blood, 
        before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 
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Reflection 
 
Today we have some questions for you to reflect on and perhaps journal about. These questions 
involve the Holy Spirit…that entity that moves and swirls and spurs us on. It is the basis of inspiration, 
motivation, that spark of intuition that leads us to new insights and ideas. Take a few moments to 
consider: 
 
- Where has the Holy Spirit blown through you this past year?  
- What has the Holy Spirit ignited in you this past year?  
- Has there been evidence of Pentecost moments for you this past year?  
- What does the Scripture say to us for today and going forward? 

 
Benediction 

 
And so we go from this time of worship grateful for the connection we’ve had, uncertain about what 
is to come next, a bit sad about taking our leave from our collective worship, and fully trusting that the 
winds of the Spirit will continue to blow.  
 
Let us go into this beautiful day, with hope and joy and God’s blessing.  
 
And God bless each of our congregations…Inlet United Church, Golden Ears United Church and Como 
Lake United Church… and all who have joined us through the paper home church packages and online 
through the power of the internet!  
 
Let’s go out into this day with joy! 
 

**Please note! Beginning next Sunday, May 30, we will be meeting for worship on Zoom and 
you are able to access via regular telephone.  We would love for you to join us!  In order to 
join by phone, simply do the following: 
 
1) Dial 778-907-2071 
2) When prompted, enter meeting ID of 952 968 1801# 
  Note - if it asks for a participant ID, just wait and you will then be prompted for the passcode 
instead 
3) When prompted, enter passcode of 1790# 
 
If you have any difficulties, please reach out and let our office know at 604-939-5513.  You 
can leave a voicemail and one of us will get back to you and we can help you connect.  
 
Your voice is important and having you join us in real time by telephone would be 
wonderful!!! 


