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Delivered during the COVID-19 pandemic via Livestream  
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INTRODUCTION 

 (SHOW SLIDE 1) Today we are continuing in our series, which I am calling “Through the 
Storm.”  When a storm comes into our lives there typically is no way around it and no 
way out of it.  We simply must go through it.  The purpose of this series is to look at 
how, by the grace of God, we do that. 

o Many storms are not our fault.  They just happen.  But how do you get through a 
storm that is partly, mostly, or entirely your own fault?  There are many areas of 
failure in our lives and those dark clouds can follow us for a long time. 

 For instance, one group of people that is really on my heart today are those who have 
been in the storm of divorce.  My heart always breaks when I hear someone say through 
tears, “I never thought this would happen to me, but now I’m divorced. I really regret 
things I said and did.”  

o Or perhaps you have committed a certain sin.  That dark clouds of that failure 
stop you from feeling the warmth of God’s light on your face.   

o Or maybe it is not even a moral failure.  Maybe you made some bad decisions, 
your life fell apart, and now you really can’t imagine how the sun could ever 
shine again.  

 Do you have a failure like this in your life?  The storm of it may have 
passed but are the clouds still hanging over your head?   

 This morning I want to show you how God redeems our failures.  Whatever your failure 
might be, it does not have to be the defining mark of your life.   

o God wants to take that failure and redeem it for your good, for his glory, and to 
use your life to help others. 

 To show you this I want us to look at the life of a man in the Bible named John Mark.  He 
is the author of the book of Mark.   

o His life was going well, then he failed badly, his failure caused a lot of problems, 
but God redeemed his life and used him in mighty ways.  We can track his story 
through the decades because he keeps popping up in various books of the New 
Testament.   

 So, let’s hear Mark’s story in order that God might redeem the failures of 
our lives.  Mark’s story can be told in four acts. 

 
ACT I: A GREAT START 

 So, let’s begin with (SHOW SLIDE 2) Act I: A Great Start. 
o I am calling Act I “A Great Start” because Mark’s life and Christian walk had a 

great beginning.  A quick note about his name.   
 It was common in the 1st century to have two first names.  His Hebrew 

name was “John.”  His friends and family would have called him this.  
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“Mark” was his Greek name, which would have been used in business 
and in the wider world.  I will just call him “Mark.” 

 His great start began with the fact that he came from an incredible family. His mother’s 
name was Mary.  She must have been a woman with some wealth for she owned a 
house.  She also must have been a strong Christian because the early church met in her 
house, which was in Jerusalem. When Peter was miraculously delivered from prison we 
read in Acts 12:12 that,  

o (SHOW SLIDE 3) “[Peter] went to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose 
other name was Mark, where many were gathered together and were 
praying.” 

 It is possible that it was Mary’s house that Jesus and his disciples 
celebrated the Last Supper.  It is also possible that it was in the upper 
room of Mary’s house that the 120 disciples gathered on the day of 
Pentecost when the Holy Spirit was poured out and the Church was born. 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 4) What a blessing to be raised in such a home!  For many years, I 
thought my life story and testimony was really boring.  I would hear stories of people 
who, like the apostle Paul, had dramatic conversions.  They hated Jesus, mocked 
Christians, lived a life of sex and drugs, and then they had a dramatic encounter with 
Jesus.  God’s grace seemed so much greater in their lives compared to mine.  I grew up 
in a Christian home.  Although I’ve had my struggles, I’ve always known Christ. I don’t 
know God’s grace like those of you who have an apostle Paul type conversion story. 

o But then I realized God’s grace looks different in every one’s story.  For me, and 
perhaps for many of you, it is tremendous grace to come for a Christian family.  I 
was taught the scriptures from an early age.  

o Unlike friends of mine, I never had to care for my parents because they were too 
drunk or stoned to take care of themselves. 

 So, while it is tremendous grace to be saved out of such things, it is also 
tremendous grace to be raised in the ways of Christ. 

 So, Mark was off to a great start in his immediate family, but this also included his 
extended family.  In Colossians 4:10 we read that his older cousin was none other but 
the great early church leader named Barnabas.  At the end of his letter to the church in 
Colossae Paul writes, 

o (SHOW SLIDE 5) “Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, and Mark the 
cousin of Barnabas.” 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 6) Mark may also have been a disciple of Jesus.  In Mark 14 there is 
a little incident where we read of a mysterious young man who was with Jesus in the 
Garden of Gethsemane.  This young man was almost arrested along with Jesus.  Mark 
14:51 says,  

o (SHOW SLIDE 7) 51 And a young man followed [Jesus], with nothing but a linen 
cloth about his body. And they seized him, 52 but he left the linen cloth and ran 
away naked. 

 Matthew, Luke and John do not mention this incident when they speak of 
Jesus’ arrest.  Tradition says the young man was Mark and that he 
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included this in his gospel like an artist who paints their signature very 
faintly in a hidden corner of their painting. 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 8) Add to all of this that his older cousin Barnabas gave him 
opportunities that he would not have had if he had been raised in a different family.  
There is a huge moment in the book of Acts when the early church in Antioch decides to 
send missionaries out to the Roman Empire to tell people the good news about Jesus.   

o And who do they send?  First, the great apostle Paul. Second, the highly 
regarded Barnabas.  And who do Paul and Barnabas decide to take along with 
them on this first big mission?  The young John Mark.  Acts 12:25 says,  

 (SHOW SLIDE 9) “And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem when 
they had completed their service, bringing with them John, whose other 
name was Mark.” 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 10) So Mark’s life story is off to a great start.  Raised in a Christian 
home.  Raised among the first Christians after Pentecost.  His old cousin is a major 
leader.  And as a young man, Mark leaves his hometown of Jerusalem to join Paul and 
Barnabas on the first big missionary trip of the early church.  What a great start! 

o But dark clouds are gathering on the horizon and the ship of Mark’s life is about 
to enter a storm. 

 
ACT II: A CRITICAL MISTAKE 

 That bring us to (SHOW SLIDE 11) Act II: A Critical Mistake. 
o At first the journey with Paul and Barnabas was exciting.  New cities to see.  

People were coming to Christ despite opposition.  Miracles happened.   
 John Mark was right there in the middle of the action for Acts 13:5 says, 

(SHOW SLIDE 12) [Paul and Barnabas] proclaimed the word of God in 
the synagogues of the Jews. And they had John to assist them. 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 13) But as the days went on something began to trouble John Mark.  
Weren’t they getting pretty far away from their home base in Jerusalem?  Maybe Mark 
tried to talk to Paul about it, but if you have read Paul’s letters you know that he burned 
with zeal to take the gospel to the very ends of the earth.  In Paul’s mind the journey 
had hardly begun, but in Mark’s mind the risk was getting too great.  He longed for his 
home in Jerusalem.  He felt homesick.   

o Maybe he thought to himself, “I just don’t think I am built for this.  I’m not a 
Paul or Barnabas.  They have nerves of steel and the hearts of a lion, but I’m 
just an ordinary follower of Jesus.  This is too much for me.”   

 Somewhere along the line his courage failed. He quit the mission and 
abandoned Paul and Barnabas.  Acts 13:13-14 says, (SHOW SLIDE 14) And 
John left them and returned to Jerusalem, 14 but [Paul and Barnabas] 
went on from Perga and came to Antioch in Pisidia. 

 We will see in a moment that this was not a happy parting.  Did a discussion turn into an 
argument and Mark just walked away?  Did Mark avoid any potential conflict with Paul 
and Barnabas and just slip away in the middle of the night?  We don’t know, but it is 
clear that some sort of fear took over his heart, that he quit and went home, while Paul 
and Barnabas pressed forward. 
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o Do you have moments in your life when your courage failed and you abandoned 
Jesus in the moment when you should have stood for him?   

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 15) Maybe it was a moment like Peter faced when Jesus was 
arrested.  Peter had the choice – allow others to know he was a follower of Christ, which 
would mean certain trouble in his life, or, deny that he was a follower of Christ and 
escape trouble.  Peter cared more about other people’s opinions and escaping trouble.  
In the critical moment he told people he didn’t even know Jesus.   Have you ever 
avoiding being known as a Christian or out rightly denied it so avoid trouble? 

o Or like Mark, have you just wanted an easier life and so you quit doing what you 
know God called you to do and returned to your comfortable life at home? 

o Or, we chose to work endless hours for own career advancement over family, 
church, and personal times of worship.   

o Or, we chose comfort and relaxation over the hard road of volunteering to serve. 
o Or, we simply chose the easy path of sin rather than the hard road of holiness. 

 Do you have such a moment of failure in your life?  Then you can identify 
with John Mark’s life when he made a critical mistake. 

 
ACT III: REMORSE 

 So, what happened next?  (SHOW SLIDE 16) Act III: Remorse. 
o Mark eventually made it back to his hometown of Jerusalem.  Perhaps he was 

happy for a while, but without giving away what will happen in Act IV, we know 
that at a certain point he must have felt deep remorse about quitting.   

 Have you felt this?  That moment of failure is always in the back of your 
mind.  Your mind becomes like a haunted house.  The ghost of that 
failure haunts you when you least expect it and you can’t get rid of it.   

 Perhaps Mark thought, “If only that had never happened.” Or, “If only I could relive 
that moment again.  I would not cave in so easily.” Perhaps like so many of us he got 
down on his knees and said, “Jesus, I am so sorry that I did not put you first.  I was 
foolish.  I was wrong.  I do love you Lord, but I know I have failed you.” 

o Perhaps like many of us he came to the Lord’s Supper and heard those familiar 
words, “This is my body, given for you.  This is my blood shed for you” and he 
thought, “Christ gave himself for me and I yet I have failed to give myself to 
him.” 

 It is the remorse of the prodigal son when he finally came to his senses.  
It is the remorse Peter felt when after denying Christ for the third time he 
went outside and wept bitterly.  Do you know this kind of remorse? 

 What should you do?  You should read Mark’s story and watch Disney’s Frozen 2.  They 
both show us the same thing. 

o (SHOW SLIDE 17) In Frozen 2, Princess Anna finds herself all alone in a cave.  Her 
relationship with her sister has fallen apart.  Her friends are gone.  She is all 
alone and can’t see any way forward. She sings, (SHOW SLIDE 18) 

 I've seen dark before, but not like this 
This is cold, this is empty, this is numb 
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The life I knew is over, the lights are out 
Hello, darkness, I'm ready to succumb 

o Yet she goes on to sing: 
 (SHOW SLIDE 19) 

But a tiny voice whispers in my mind 
You are lost, hope is gone 
But you must go on 
And do the next right thing 

 (SHOW SLIDE 20)  
Just do the next right thing 
Take a step, step again 
It is all that I can to do 
The next right thing 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 21) This is what Mark did.  He knew he could not take back his 
actions.  He knew nothing would ever be the same again, but he made the choice to do 
the next right thing.   

o At some point, he packed his bags and made the trip back to Paul and Barnabas.   
 As you think of your life, what is the next right thing you need to do?  Like 

Mark, I am sure it is not easy to do.  But taking those steps is a big key to 
moving beyond the past. 

 
A GRADUAL RESTORATION 

 That brings us to the final act in Mark’s story. (SHOW SLIDE 22) Act IV: Restoration. 
o Somehow John Mark found out where Paul and Barnabas were and caught up to 

them.  His cousin, Barnabas, welcomed him eagerly and wanted to bring him on 
the next big mission trip.  But Paul did not.   

 I’ll read you the verses, but we can imagine how this conversation went. 
o Paul: Good to have you back Mark, but you can’t come on the trip with us. 
o Barnabas: Why not Paul?  He’s seen his mistake.  He’s taken the right steps.  He’s 

travelled all the way back here.  Why can’t you forgive him? 
o Paul: Oh, I forgive him, but that doesn’t mean he can be a leader.  He’s shown 

that he can’t be counted on. 
o Barnabas: I think he deserves a second chance.  After all Paul, I was the one who 

vouched for you when the other apostles had a hard time accepting you after 
your conversion.   

o Paul: I agree he deserves a second chance, but he should go serve in a smaller 
leadership position first.  Our mission needs complete and total dedication.   

o Barnabas: Paul, you speak of God reconciling the world to himself through Christ 
and yet you can’t even practice what you preach. 

o Paul: Are you kidding me right now Barnabas?  That’s not the point!  The issue is 
leadership and commitment.  The cause is too great.  Mark is not coming with 
us. 

 And so we read these words in Acts 15:  
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o (SHOW SLIDE 23) 36 And after some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us return 
and visit the brothers in every city where we proclaimed the word of the Lord, 
and see how they are.” 37 Now Barnabas wanted to take with them John called 
Mark.  

o (SHOW SLIDE 24) 38 But Paul thought best not to take with them one who had 
withdrawn from them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them to the work. 
39 And there arose a sharp disagreement, so that they separated from each 
other. Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus, 40 but Paul 
chose Silas and departed.  

 What a moment.  Who was right and who was wrong in this situation?  I don’t know.  
What is clear is that this is part of the consequences that Mark must face for his actions.  
We reap what we sow.  But notice right here, that John Mark is doing all he can to make 
things right. 

o (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 25) It is the same for us.  If there are steps to take then we 
must take them.  If there are consequences to face then we must face them.  
Even then we must face the hard reality that not everything can be fixed and not 
every relationship can be immediately healed.  But, just like John Mark, we must 
keep doing the right thing. 

 And in John Mark’s story he must have proved himself over a period of time, because 
over time we see that Mark is restored to Paul.  More than that, he eventually becomes 
one of Paul’s most trusted leaders in his work.    

o When Paul writes a letter to Philemon he gives some greetings at the end.  
(SHOW SLIDE 26) 23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends 
greetings to you, 24 and so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my fellow 
workers. 

 And then at the end of his life, Paul was in prison in Rome awaiting his execution.  
During this time it was John Mark that he kept thinking of.  Paul wrote to Timothy and 
said these words: 

o (SHOW SLIDE 27) “Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is very useful to me 
for ministry.” (2 Tim 4:11).  Mark, the quitter who had become useless, is now 
useful.  Not just useful, but “very useful.”   

 So useful that somewhere along the line he became close to the apostle Peter.  At the 
end of his first letter Peter writes of people who send greetings and adds, (SHOW SLIDE 
28) “and so does Mark, my son.”   

o Peter calls him his son.  Maybe they were so close because they could relate to 
each other’s stories of quitting on Jesus in the hour of need, but being restored.  
Whatever the case, Mark then uses Peter’s eyewitness accounts of Jesus to write 
what we now call the gospel of Mark. 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 29) Listen, God took a man who was a quitter, who 
lacked courage, and who failed and used him to write a book that would 
introduce millions of people to Jesus.  What a wonderful restoration! 

 It is the same for us.  Your sins and failures in the past do not have to define you.  The 
good news is that through Jesus your past can be blotted out.  Through his blood shed 
on the cross you can receive forgiveness.   
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o That is wonderful news, but it is even better news to hear that God can restore 
you despite your past failure.  He wants to make you useful in the present and 
future.  

 One of the greatest errors we make is to think that once we become 
Christians that life is like a straight line toward heaven.  That would be 
wonderful.  But sadly, and tragically, we all learn the hard truth that our 
straight line often has crooked points in it.  When we have ruined the 
straight line, it is easy to think that we have ruined God’s plan for our 
lives and now must settle for second best, or third best, or worse. 

 But God delights to take our sins and failures and use them for his glory and the good of 
other people.  He is the God who makes straight that which we have made crooked. 

o First, he receives us when we come to him.  Some of you need to hear the words 
of Jesus again today: (SHOW SLIDE 30) “Whoever comes to me I will never cast 
out.”  (Jn 6:37) 

 Look at all the people who came to Jesus.  Did he turn around to any of 
them and say, “Wait, just a second!  I didn’t mean people who’ve sinned 
and failed like you.”  He didn’t say, “I can receive the worst, but you are 
worse than the worst.”  No. (SHOW SLIDE 31) “Whoever comes to me I 
will never cast out.” 

o (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 32) Second, he restores us, even using our sins and failures 
for his glory and the good of other people.   

 Mark ended up writing a book about Jesus that has reached millions.  You 
might say, “Well, I’m pretty God won’t do that with my life.”  Oh yes, he 
will.  Your life is a book about Jesus that others can read.  Your words and 
actions can help people to see Jesus.   

o God delights to take the worst in us and turn it for his glory and the good of 
others.   

 Have you been divorced?  Work it through and in time God will use you 
to help others whose marriages are hurting or to help heal those who 
have been divorced.   

 I have a friend whose addiction to pornography almost ruined his life and 
marriage.  Now he and his wife have a ministry that helps people break 
free of pornography. 

 Who are those who advocate most for teenage moms?  Those who were 
once teenage moms.   

 Who advocates most for the lives of the unborn.  Those who have deeply 
regret their own abortions.   

 Who comes alongside the drug and alcohol addicted?  Those who were 
once there themselves.   

 Where are you at along this journey?  Maybe it is early on and you are just beginning to 
admit your sin and mistakes?  Maybe it is the period of remorse.  Maybe it is time to do 
the next right thing.  Maybe God is giving you new ideas on how you can use your life to 
serve him and others. 
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o Your Christian life may not have been a straight line in following Christ.  There 
may be some big crooked lines in it.  Praise be to God, he can make straight that 
which we have made crooked.   

 


