
Forgive Us: We Have Sinned 
Nehemiah 9:1-37 (May 23, 2021) 
Begin with Prayer 
In silence, invite the Holy Spirit: Search us, O God, and know our 
hearts; test us and know our thoughts. See if there is any 
wicked way in us, and lead us in the way everlasting.” (Psalm 139:23-24).  

Reconnecting and Debriefing 
Take a moment to check in with one another (2 minutes each). 
1. When you think about God forgiving you through Jesus Christ, how do you feel? 
2. Would you rather be alone in a perfect world or to live with others in a fallen world? 

Introduction 
Whether we gather in person or online, our goal remains the same: to be a people 
apprenticed to the life of Jesus. His life and teaching are our example and our 
source of truth. Remember the commitments we make to each other to foster 
safety and freedom as we pursue spiritual growth together:  
• Whenever possible, please listen to the sermon prior to gathering (Sunday or online). 
• While we are meeting (even online), commit to focussing rather than multitasking. Be all here. 
• Give every person an equal opportunity to share, even if it takes time to form or finish their 

thoughts.  
• Be respectful and non-judgmental. 
• Honour sharing boundaries z Honour sharing boundaries (only what you have permission to 

share, no gossip) and guard confidentiality (what we share here stays here). 
• Don’t try to fix, problem-solve or rescue; keep pointing one another to the truths of the gospel 

for our lives.  

Listening to God’s Word 
Isaiah is considered one of the greatest prophets chosen by God in the Old Testament. 
His commission came out of a vision that became a milestone in his life. He saw God high 
and exalted seated on his throne. God’s majesty was filling the temple, and his glory the 
whole earth. Seeing God as holy caused Isaiah to perceive his condition as an unclean 
man living among an unclean people (Isaiah 6:1-5). Why did Isaiah, like other leaders in 
Scripture, not separate his individual sin from his people’s communal sin? This week’s 
study will explore how pervasive sin can be, and reflect on our responsibility, as 
apprentices of Jesus Christ, to deal with sin’s communal dimension. 
 
Small Group Discussion 
Read Nehemiah 9:1-37. Then discuss together: 
• What are some things you notice as you read through this passage? 

Note: Biblical worshippers threw dust on their heads to express how their deep grief 
made them feel like they were in the grave, under the dirt (Zuck 1991, 89). 

• Why are the Israelites fasting and grieving? (9:1-2) 
• How can “our sins” and “the sins of our ancestors” be connected (9:2)? 
• What does Nehemiah 9:34-35 reveal about “structural sin” in Israelite society?  
• What might be some comparative “sins of our ancestors” or “structural sins” in present 

Canadian society or even Canadian Christian culture? 
• Who participates in the Israelite’s communal confession? (9:3-5)  



• What does this tell you how a community should/could practice confession?  
• The Israelites’ confession emerged from being taught God’s Word (see chapter 8) and 

from a fresh understanding of who God is (9:5-6). How could reading God’s Word and 
worship lead us to more readily confess the sins we commit together, including their 
dire consequences?  

• What gave the people hope as they grappled with the hardship of God’s discipline? 
(9:32-33) 

• Read 2 Chronicles 7:14. How does this Scripture help us understand the main 
Scriptures we are studying today? What might it call us to do? 

• What longing or desire does this Scripture awaken in you?  
• How do you sense the Holy Spirit calling you to respond to or act on what we have 

read and discussed?  

Series Practices: “We Have Sinned” 
Last week we discussed how important is to remove the plank from our own eyes and 
recognize the ways in which we as individuals have offended others. One of the planks 
that Christians may need to allow God to deal with involves the corporate dimensions of 
sin. As we see in Nehemiah, sin affects whole societies and the ways they are organized. 
This perpetuates structures of injustice, violence and exploitation. Apprentices of Jesus 
are ready to take responsibility for the ways in which we contribute to these sins.  
• Entry Level Practice: As you pray the confession we have been learning, reflect 

specifically on the “we” language – how “we” (church, society) have committed sins 
together. Most merciful God, we confess…  

• Foundational Practice: With your Life Group, include a regular time of confession of 
sin in your worship and prayer together. As you do this, ask God to make you aware, 
not only of your personal sin, but of areas where God may want to make a change on 
other levels - family, church and society. Confess these sins as God brings to your 
attention these communal sins. 

• Stretch Practice: Israel kept sinning in systemic ways was because they forgot 
(sometimes deliberately) their history with God, and ignored the prophets who called 
their attention to the destruction their sins were causing. Even today, systemic sin 
thrives in an atmosphere of incomplete narratives of the past. Resolve to learn more 
about how this structural sin manifests itself (Awareness) in our world, especially its 
impact on real people (Relationships). Learn the ways in which you/we may 
contribute to the perpetuation of this sin. Find ways to confess these to God with 
others in meaningful ways. Identify potential steps to join in God’s work of making 
things right (Commitment). As you learn, pay attention to your reactions– resistance, 
grief, anger, sadness, guilt, hope. Talk to God about these things.  

Caring for One Another  
• Do you or your family have a need that the Life Group can help meet? 

Using Isaiah 6:1-5 as a guide, based on what you’ve shared together, spend time 
listening to God and praying for one another. 


