
 

The Church of St. John the Divine 
Pentecost Sunday May 23, 2021 

As people of God, we celebrate Christ in the heart of Victoria through joyful worship, 

building inclusive community, and putting faith into action. 

St. John’s acknowledges these ancestral lands of the Lekwungen speaking people. 

We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion 

and marriage) are available to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 
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Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria. We are a community of faith 

in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope and love as part of this community 

of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, inclusive 

and serving community which is open to all. 

Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that 

reflect the long history and heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and 

enjoy the words, music and opportunity for prayer and to be a part of our community. 

 

Worship in a time of COVID-19 : In these times when we must be careful in any gathering we 

have, appropriate protocols are in place. For the time being due to the instructions from the 

Provincial Health Officer we will be meeting virtually on Zoom and the services are also Live-

streamed. Please check our website on how to attend: stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/ or contact 

admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca  

  

We will continue to livestream the weekly service of Evensong. 

  

We continue to share daily prayer online with a link on our website daily.  

 

Contacting Us: We are all learning ways to build community "at a distance." We are checking 

phone messages and answering emails. The main email for contact is: 

admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for yourself or for another, there 

will be members of our Healing Prayer group who will offer their prayers. Please contact: the 

church office at the above email address. 

 

You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and 

when we don’t. Please stay and be a part of our family, for however long you would like. 

  

mailto:stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/
mailto:admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
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PENTECOST 
by William Blake 

 

 

Unless the eye catch fire, 

 

The God will not be seen. 

 

Unless the ear catch fire, 

 

The God will not be heard. 

 

Unless the tongue catch fire, 

 

The God will not be named. 

 

Unless the heart catch fire, 

 

The God will not be loved. 

 

Unless the mind catch fire, 

 

The God will not be known. 
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10:00 am  Parish Eucharist 

The congregation is invited to join in the responses and prayers marked in bold print. 

Presider: The Venerable Alastair McCollum Intercessor: Peggy Wilmot 

Readers: John McLaren, Kit Pearson Streaming Technician: Karen Coverett 

Gospel: Stephanie Wood Music: Consort of Choristers of St. John the Divine 

Sermon: John Thatamanil Setting: Sumsion in F 
 
 

The Gathering of the Community 

Prelude 

Welcome to all who are gathering online. 

The Church Family Prayer 

 Loving God, 

 All:  you have called us to be your family  

and to celebrate our life together in worship.  

We pray now, for all members of our family  

as we gather in our church buildings, our homes, and online.  

Through your spirit keep us united in love.  

Bless each of us with your beloved friendship.  

Teach us, gracious God,  

how to be your church in these times.  

Help us to know that we are your people,  

that we are your Family, always. Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn (CP 645) DOWN AMPNEY 

 1.  Come down, O Love divine,  

 seek thou this soul of mine,  

and visit it with thine own ardour glowing;  

 O Comforter, draw near,  

 within my heart appear,  

and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 

 2.  O let it freely burn,  

 till earthly passions turn  

to dust and ashes in its heat consuming;  

 and let thy glorious light  

 shine ever on my sight,  

and clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 
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 3.  Let holy charity  

 mine outward vesture be,  

and lowliness become mine inner clothing;  

 true lowliness of heart,  

 which takes the humbler part,  

and o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing. 

 4.  And so the yearning strong,  

 with which the soul will long,  

shall far outpass the power of human telling;  

 for none can guess its grace,  

 till they become the place  

wherein the Holy Spirit finds a dwelling. 

    Text: Bianco da Siena (1350?-1434?); tr. Richard Frederick Littledale (1833-1890), alt. 

 

Gathering 
  Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 

 All: Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

  May Christ’s grace and peace be with you. 

 All: May God fill our hearts with joy.  

 

  Come, Holy Spirit, 

 All: and shower us with the light of truth. 

  Come, Holy Spirit, 

 All: and speak through us with one voice. 

  Come, Holy Spirit, 

 All: and kindle us with the fire of love. 

 

Gloria 

 Cantor:  

 Choir: And on earth peace, good will towards all. 

 All:  
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 Choir: We bless you. 

 All:  

 Choir: We glorify you. 

 All:  

 Choir: O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 

 All:  

 Choir: O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father. 

 All:  

 Choir: You take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer. 

 All:  

   

 Choir: For you only are holy. 

 All:  

 Choir: You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the 

Father. 

 All:  

 Translation: Book of Common Prayer, modernised.  /  Music: Missa viii, ‘De Angelis’. 
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The Collect of the Day 
Silence is kept. 

  Spirit of truth:  

guide us into all truth; 

consume the lies that shroud the world in hate; 

pray in us with sighs too deep for words 

with hope for a new world; 

through Jesus Christ, 

who goes to the right hand of God. 

 All: Amen.  Prayers for an Inclusive Church (2009)  

 

 

The Proclamation of the Word 

  Let us listen for the Word of God in Holy Scripture. 

The First Reading Ezekiel 37:1-14 

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of 

the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He 

led me all round them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they 

were very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O 

Lord GOD, you know.’ Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and 

say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord 

GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I 

will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover 

you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know 

that I am the LORD.’  

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly 

there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I 

looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and 

skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, 

‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says 

the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these 

slain, that they may live.’ I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath 

came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.  

Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They 

say, “Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off 

completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: 
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I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my 

people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know 

that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your 

graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and 

I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have 

spoken and will act, says the LORD.’  

 Hear what the Spirit is saying. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm (offered by young people) 104:24-end 

What a wildly wonderful world, GOD! 

    You made it all, with Wisdom at your side, 

    made earth overflow with your wonderful creations. 

Oh, look—the deep, wide sea, 

    brimming with fish past counting, 

    sardines and sharks and salmon. 

Ships plow those waters, 

    and Leviathan, your pet dragon, romps in them. 

All the creatures look expectantly to you 

    to give them their meals on time. 

You come, and they gather around; 

    you open your hand and they eat from it. 

If you turned your back, 

    they’d die in a minute— 

Take back your Spirit and they die, 

    revert to original mud; 

Send out your Spirit and they spring to life— 

    the whole countryside in bloom and blossom. 

The glory of GOD—let it last forever! 

    Let GOD enjoy his creation! 

He takes one look at earth and triggers an earthquake, 

    points a finger at the mountains, and volcanoes erupt. 

Oh, let me sing to GOD all my life long, 

    sing hymns to my God as long as I live! 

Oh, let my song please him; 

    I’m so pleased to be singing to GOD. 

But clear the ground of sinners— 

    no more godless men and women! 

O my soul, bless GOD! 
 The Message (MSG) © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson 
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The Epistle Acts 2:1-21 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 

And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 

wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, 

as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of 

them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, 

as the Spirit gave them ability.  

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 

Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 

because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 

Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking 

Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 

language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea 

and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the 

parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 

proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them 

speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ All were amazed and perplexed, 

saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ But others sneered and said, 

‘They are filled with new wine.’  

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: 

‘Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and 

listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is 

only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the 

prophet Joel: “In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out 

my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.  

Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out 

my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.  And I will show portents in the heaven 

above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist.  The 

sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of 

the Lord’s great and glorious day.  Then everyone who calls on the name of 

the Lord shall be saved.” 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

Before the Gospel 

 Cantor: Alleluia. Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful; and kindle in us 

the fire of your love. Alleluia. 

God is with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

   Hear the Good news of Jesus Christ according to John. 

 All: Glory to you, O Christ. 

‘When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the 

Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You 

also are to testify because you have been with me from the beginning. But I 

have said these things to you so that when their hour comes you may 

remember that I told you about them. 

‘I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with 

you. But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, 

“Where are you going?” But because I have said these things to you, sorrow 

has filled your hearts. Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your 

advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not 

come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will 

prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgement: about 

sin, because they do not believe in me; about righteousness, because I am 

going to the Father and you will see me no longer; about judgement, because 

the ruler of this world has been condemned.  

‘I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When 

the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not 

speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to 

you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will take 

what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this 

reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 

The Gospel of Christ. 

 All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon 
Following the address there will be a pause for silence.  
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Affirmation of Faith The Nicene Creed - Merbecke 
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Prayers of the People 
Those who have asked for our prayers are listed at the end of the leaflet. 

 

The Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

All may offer their neighbour a sign of peace. 

 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 
Offertory Motet  If ye love me – Thomas Tallis (c.1505-1585)  

If ye love me, 

keep my commandments, 

and I will pray the Father, 

and he shall give you another comforter, 

that he may 'bide with you forever, 

e'en the spirit of truth. 

 

The Prayer over the Gifts 
In the name of all of us gathered, near and far, we present these our gifts to God.   

 Let us pray:  

  Giver of life,  

receive all we offer you this day.  

Let the Spirit you bestow on your Church  

continue to work in the world  

through the hearts of all who believe.  

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.  

 All: Amen.  The Book of Alternative Services 

 

.  
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As we prepare to celebrate this Eucharist, we remember that we are the people of God. Near or 

far we are gathered together by the love of Christ. We remember that we are incorporated into 

the body of Christ. We join together in this celebration of our union in Christ. 

 

  Thanks be to you, 

 All: Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given us, and all that you have 

borne for us. In our sharing in this Eucharist, in Church or at home, we ask 

you to come spiritually into our hearts. O most merciful redeemer, friend and 

brother, may we know you more clearly, love you more dearly and follow you 

more nearly, day by day. Amen. 

 

 

The Great Thanksgiving Supplementary Eucharistic Prayer 2 

 

 Blessed are you, gracious God,  

creator of heaven and earth;  

we give you thanks and praise  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

In fulfilment of your promise  

you pour forth your Spirit upon us,  

filling us with gifts and leading us into all truth.  

You give us power to proclaim your gospel to all nations  

and to serve you as a royal priesthood.  

Therefore, we join our voices with angels and archangels,  

and with all those in whom the Spirit dwells,  

to proclaim the glory of your name.   

Sanctus  
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts,   

Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.   

Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.  

Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord:   

Hosanna in the highest. 

  Blessed are you, O Holy One: 

when Hagar was driven into the wilderness 

you followed her and gave her hope. 
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When Joseph was sold into bondage, 

you turned malice to your people’s good. 

When you called Israel out of slavery, 

you brought them through the wilderness 

into the promised land. 

When your people were taken into exile 

you wept with them by the river of Babylon 

and carried them home. 

 All: Restore us, O God, let your face shine! 

  At the right time you sent your Anointed One 

to stand with the poor, 

the outcast, and the oppressed. 

Jesus touched lepers, and the sick, and healed them. 

He accepted water from a woman of Samaria 

and offered her the water of new life. 

Christ knew the desolation of the cross 

and opened the way for all humanity 

into the redemption of your reconciling love. 

  On the night he was betrayed, 

Jesus, at supper with his friends, 

took bread, gave you thanks, broke the bread, 

gave it to them, and said, “Take and eat: 

this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

  After supper he took the cup of wine, 

and when he had given thanks, 

he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you: 

this is my blood of the new covenant 

which is shed for you and for all 

for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Loving and Holy One, 

recalling Christ’s death and resurrection, 

we offer you these gifts, 

longing for the bread of tomorrow 

and the wine of the age to come.  

  Therefore we proclaim our hope. 

 All: Dying you destroyed our death, 

  rising you restored our life. 

  Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
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  Pour out your Spirit on these gifts 

that through them you may sustain us 

in our hunger for your peace. 

We hold before you 

all whose lives are marked by suffering, 

our sisters and brothers. 

When we are broken and cast aside, 

embrace us in your love. 

 All: Restore us, O God, let your face shine! 

  Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, 

O Source of all life, 

now and for ever. 

  All:  
 

 
 

The Disciple’s Prayer Ambrosian Chant 

 Priest: As our saviour Christ has taught us, we now pray: 

 
Music © 1985, Church Publishing Inc.  /  All rights reserved.  Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
  Lord, we died with you on the cross. 

 All: Now we are raised to new life. 

  We were buried in your tomb. 

 All: Now we share in your resurrection. 

  Live in us, that we may live in you. 

 

The Communion 
  The gifts of God for the people of God. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Agnus Dei 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us thy peace.  
 

Following the Communion there will be a pause for silence. 

 

The Commissioning of the Community 

Prayer after Communion   

  Father,  

may we who have partaken in this eucharistic celebration  

live in the unity of your Holy Spirit,  

that we may show forth his gifts to all the world. 

We ask tis in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 All: Amen. The Book of Alternative Services 

 

 

  One body are we. 

 All: For, though we are in many places, we spiritually share one bread. 

 

Blessing 
 

Dismissal 
  Let us go in peace to love and serve our living God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 All: Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
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Final Hymn (CP 646) GRÄFENBERG (NUN DANKET ALL) 

 1. Spirit divine, attend our prayers,  

 and make our hearts your home;  

descend with all your gracious powers:  

 O come, great Spirit, come! 

 2. Come as the light: to us reveal  

 our emptiness and woe,  

and lead us in those paths of life  

 where all the righteous go. 

 3. Come as the fire and purge our hearts  

 like sacrificial flame;  

let our whole life an offering be  

 to our Redeemer’s name. 

 4. Come as the dove and spread your wings,  

 the wings of a peaceful love;  

and let your church on earth become  

 blest as the church above. 

 5. Come as the wind, with rushing sound  

 and Pentecostal grace,  

that all of woman born may see  

 the glory of your face. 

 6. Spirit divine, attend our prayers;  

 make this lost world your home;  

descend with all your gracious powers:  

 O come, great Spirit, come! 

 Text: Andrew Reed (1787-1862). 

 All rights reserved.  Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605. 

 

  

Please stay and join us for our Zoom Coffee Hour. 
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Readings for May 30th – Trinity Sunday 

Isaiah 6:1-8 Isaiah is overcome with his own unworthiness when he encounters the awe-

inspiring presence of the Holy God.  Purified, he accepts the Divine commission.    

Psalm 29 the power and majesty of God are manifested in strong forces of and over nature.    

Romans 8:12-17 The Spirit of God accomplishes a change in our status from being slaves to 

the world to becoming children of God.    

John 3:1-17 A private conversation opens into a presentation of two widely divergent 

perspectives on life in the presence of God.  

 

 

EVENSONG 

Every Sunday – sung by a small ensemble of Choral Scholars 

Evensong is a contemplative, musical and prayerful liturgy, ideally suited to the end of the 

week and the close of day, and to this current time when we have been asked to avoid 

congregational singing, but still long for the depth and beauty of a choral liturgy. 

 

Evensong will be livestreamed on the church Facebook page and available via the website 

www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca 

 

 

 
 

The following people have asked for our prayers.  

Please keep them in your heart and mind as you go through your week. 

 Hagos, Tsigay & family Anne Philip & Lisa  

 Rhoda Carolyn Nicholas  

 Patrick Elsie Derek  

 Helen Anthony David & Pat  

 Gary Lorraine Richard  

 Deborah Marion Blanche  

 Cathy John Asher 

 Linda Bill Jessie  

 Edna Ray and family Ann 

  Nancy 

 

 

http://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/
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The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine 

 
Stewards 

People’s Warden:  Joan Huzar 

Associate Warden:  Lorraine Gates 

Envelope Secretary:  Jim Harlick 

Rector’s Warden: Michael King 

Associate Warden: Karen Coverett 

Treasurer:  David Buckman 

Parish Council 
Susan Bansgrove, Carol Denton, Marguerite Heppell,  

Erin Kelly, Miles Motture, Wendy Suddaby 

Synod Delegates 

Karen Coverett, Joel Hefty, Bill Huzar, Joan Huzar 
 

Staff Supporting the Ministry of St. John’s 

Rector:  The Ven. Alastair McCollum 

Associate Priest:  The Rev’d Canon Kevin Arndt 

Associate Priest: The Rev’d Bill Tarter 

Curate: Stephanie Wood 

Director of Music:  David Stratkauskas 

Family Ministry Coordinator:  Ruth MacIntosh 

Parish Administrator:  Carol-Ann Zenger 

Vocational Intern: Dr. John Thatamanil  
Honorary Assistants 

The Rev’d Derek Dunwoody / The Rev’d Canon Andrew Gates 

 

1611 Quadra Street, Victoria, BC  V8W  2L5       Tel. 250-383-7169 / Fax 250-381-3573 

pastoral@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca or for urgent calls only, use 250-516-9565 

www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca    facebook.com/St.JohnVicBC 

twitter.com/StJohnVicBC     e-mail:  admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca  
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