
Celebrating Pentecost 
May 23, 2021 

Acts 2:1-21; John 16:1-15 

 

A variety of responses to COVID: 

• Serious threat 

• Just another strain of influenza 

• A conspiracy 

• Divine purpose 

 

Celebrating Pentecost – a real historical event that signifies the 

coming of the Spirit and the birth of the church.  

 

Pentecost demonstrates the reality of God’s Plan and Promises 

 

Two common responses to the subject of the Holy Spirit: 

1. That He’s non-existent or unimportant 

2. That He’s the only member of the Holy Trinity 

 

Ministries of the Spirit in the Old Testament 

1. In creation – Genesis 1, 2 

2. In the Inspiration of the Holy Scriptures -- 2 Tim 3:16, 17 

3. In prophecy – i.e. Numbers 11:25-29 

 

Ministries of the Holy Spirit under the New Covenant 

1. Advocate for conviction – John 16:8-11 

2. Guide into all truth – John 16:13 

3. Start of new birth in those who believe – John 3:3 

4. God’s seal of ownership in believers – Ephesians 1:13 

5. God’s means of practical holiness – John 7:37 

• Transformation – 2 Corinthians 3:18 

• Spiritual fruitfulness – Galatians 5:22, 23 

• Gifts for ministry – 1 Corinthians 12 

 

One way to celebrate Pentecost is to thank God for sending His 

Spirit to form the church, and, to fill the followers of Jesus with 

His presence for the sake of holiness and spiritual fruitfulness.  

Discussion Questions Acts 2, John 16, etc.  

 

1. Which one of the four reactions to COVID are more in 

line with your own response to this happening? 

 

2. Read Acts 2:1-21. How would you describe the 

physical manifestations of the Holy Spirit’s coming? 

What was the spiritual impact of this event on the 

disciples and on-lookers? What was the significance 

of Peter’s explanation?  

 

3. What is your assessment of this experience as an 

historical event versus an intended element for all of 

God’s people today? Can you relate to any similar 

experience of the Holy Spirit’s arrival in your life? 

 

4. Now read John 15:26-16:15. In what sense is the Holy 

Spirit the “Advocate” for the disciples? Discuss what 

you think is meant by the words in 16:8-11. Try to 

think of an example of the convicting work of the 

Spirit in your own witness to Christ or experience.  

 

5. Based on Scriptures cited in the message, what does 

holiness look like, and how would you say the Holy 

Spirit works in your life to bring this about? 

 

6. What is the difference between the fruit of the Spirit 

and the gifts of the Spirit? Share about how you 

believe the Holy Spirit has gifted you. 

 

End with prayers of thanksgiving for the blessed ministry 

of the Holy Spirit. Pray for more of the Holy Spirit’s 

presence and power in your own life and at PTC.   


