
1-2 Kings                                                                            Study Notes 
Lesson 18 - 2 Kings 9:1–10:36 

Introduction

In these two chapters we learn about the reign of Jehu, king of Israel. The author virtually 
ignores the 27 years of his rule, focusing instead on how Jehu fulfills the Lord’s words to Elijah 
in removing Baal worship from the land. Though Jehu is the only king of the northern kingdom 
whom the Lord commended, the Arameans reduced his kingdom because he perpetuated 
Jeroboam’s idolatry. 
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In our study great focus will be made on the character of God as he executes judgment along 
with love and mercy. In doing this study It is important to consider who our God is and why he 
is so passionate about his holy character.


Study Questions

1. In chapters 9-10, how would you analyze Jehu’s leadership skills and effectiveness?


2. How do Jehu’s actions in these chapters affect both Israel and Judah?


3. In 9:1-13, one of the prophets under Elisha’s leadership anoints Jehu as king of Israel. How 
does this prophet’s oracle against the house of Ahab in verses 6-10 differ from the oracle in 
1 Kings 21:21-24?


4. God’s reason for anointing Jehu in 2 Kings 9:6-10 is to execute judgment on the house of 
Ahab, in line with the earlier predictions of Elijah (1 Kings 19:15-18; 21:21-24,29). Here, and 
many other times in 1-2 Kings, God’s promises take longer to come about than we might 
expect. Why do you think God’s judgments against evil are sometimes delayed? What 
relevance might this have for our lives today?


5. In 9:25-26, Jehu throws the body of Joram onto the plot of ground that belonged to 
Naboth. The fact that God accomplishes his purpose through such bloody means can be 
difficult for many modern readers to understand. But just what does this reveal about God’s 
passion for justice?


6. In this section God is very much seen as an avenging God. Should this strike fear or hope 
in the hearts of people? How might God avenge his character and his people today?
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7. What is the significance of Jezebel’s being trampled on and eaten by dogs in 2 Kings 
9:36-37, rather than being buried?


8. In chapter 10 Jehu does some things that are clearly honourable to the Lord like purging 
the house of Ahab (10:1-11,15-17) and bringing Baal worship to and end (10:18-28). 
However it also states that he continued to walk in the sins of Jeroboam (10:32-36). 
Looking at his reign as a whole, and considering God’s evaluation of him (10:28-32), would 
you consider Jehu more of a “good” king or a “bad” king? Why? What should we 
remember most about him?


9. Many of the servants of the Lord (like Naboth) never saw their blood avenged. Should 
God’s people expect to see wrongs done to them immediately avenged? Why or why not?


10. Give a summary of this study by answering the question, “How does God’s love and 
judgment function in this story?”


Theological Soundings 
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The Inescapability of God’s Word.  These chapters join earlier portions of 1-2 Kings in 
emphasizing the binding, inescapable nature of God’s Word — particularly with respect to 
earlier oracles of judgment. After judgment is executed, the text frequently  records that “This 
was done to fulfill the word of the Lord spoken by . . .” This is the case with respect to the 
judgment of Joram (9:25-26), Jezebel (9:36-37), the house of Ahab in Jezreel (10:10), and the 
house of Ahab in Samaria (10:17). As Jehu puts it in 10:10, “There shall fall to the earth nothing 
of the word of the Lord, which the Lord spoke concerning the house of Ahab, for the Lord has 
done all what he said by his servant Elijah.” These events would have been all the more 
meaningful because of the passage of time between the prophetic word and it’s fulfillment. This 
portion of Scripture reminds us that when God pronounces judgment, even though it may be 
delayed for a while, it will certainly come to pass.


Personal Reflection

King Jehu was able to say to Jehonadab, “Come with me and see my zeal for the Lord” 
(10:16). Are you able to say something like this to people you encounter? What “zeal for the 
Lord” is apparent in your life?


How can believers today have hope that God will ultimately do justice? How does this hope 
affect our day to day lives?
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