
Sermon – Pentecost 2021   

By The Rev. Canon Dr. Lorne Mitchell 

 

May our reflections on scripture this day inspire us to be 

strong followers of Jesus in both word and action. Amen. 

 

Then afterwards 

   I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; 

your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

   your old men shall dream dreams, 

   and your young men shall see visions. Joel 2:28 

 

That’s certainly what we need right now. We need the 

Holy Spirit poured out on us.  

 

Right now, we’re all getting fed up with the restrictions of 

this pandemic. We’re getting tired of masks and social 

distance. We’re getting weary of not being able to do 

things. We’re not used to having our freedom restricted… 

and we’re not used to the idea that our self centred actions 

could actually put others in mortal danger… we’re not 

used to that… 

 

We need strength, O Lord, to help us get to the end of this 

difficult time. Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us O Lord. 

Help us stay hopeful for the journey ahead… 

 



Last Sunday morning was the beginning of our annual 

Diocesan Synod. It’s the annual meeting of all our church 

leaders from across southwestern Ontario. This year is the 

second year in a row that the entire Synod happened by 

Zoom.  

 

In a normal year, it happens every May and I’m glad that 

it is always close to the Day of Pentecost. It harkens back 

to the very first meeting of the church. It harkens back to 

the band of Jesus’ disciples who sat in a room – somewhat 

fearful and somewhat hesitant. After all that they had been 

through, they were wondering what God was asking them 

to do next. What do we do next? That’s a good question. 

 

Just like those first disciples who heard that rush of wind, 

those of us who go to Synod try to discern the Holy Spirit 

in our midst. Through our worship, our business and our 

fellowship - even feebly on Zoom… we look for the 

movement of the Holy Spirit…      

 

The really beautiful thing is that almost without exception, 

those of us who do attend really do feel that the Holy 

Spirit is at work.  

 

I have to admit, with us doing it by Zoom, I was rather 

skeptical. But as it turned out, I was really inspired. There 

was a sense that the Diocesan family was gathering 

together. And there’s no doubt that the Dreams and the 



Visions that came to us through the words of Bishop Todd 

were challenging - but also hopeful and inspiring. 

 

For those of you who were not able to see and hear his 

opening sermon last Sunday, I wish to share with you a 

portion of this opening message… 

 

Bishop Todd said: 

“There is only one central character in this story of Acts. 

It is God, the Holy Spirit. As the narrative unfolds, and 

today we are hearing a part right near the beginning, it 

reveals the insurgency of the Spirit. An insurgency—an 

uprising, a revolt, a loosely organized but powerful 

rebellion against the world’s death-dealing ways.  

The death-dealing ways—the kind that took down Jesus… 

have been broken by his resurrection, brought out into the 

light and shown for what they are…  

weak, pathetic, greed-soaked, spasms of violence, based 

on fear, hatred, and the sense of superiority, in the people 

who think they can and should rule over others.  

These ways continue, but they are defeated. These ways 

will never work for long and they are shown to be evil in 

the end. The ways of the colonizers, the ways of the 

segregators, the ways of the billionaires, the ways of the 



abusers, the ways of the Hollywood blockbusters, the 

ways of the value- free markets—the ways of the empire.  

You know those ways. 

 

They are done for. . . because of the insurgency of the 

Holy Spirit, that we see beginning in the book we call the 

Acts of the Apostles, the insurgency of the Spirit that 

continues today.  

In Acts we see that the Holy Spirit of God moves, and 

there is a response to the Spirit. God moves, and the 

people respond. The people move, and God responds. But 

the Spirit of God always does the leading. And when you 

follow the Spirit’s lead, there is no going back. You don’t 

want to go back.  

The Spirit of God, always moves first, always brings the 

power of the Creator of the Cosmos, and the love of Jesus 

within it. And we yield, not to the given order of things, 

but we yield to the Spirit that is being poured out onto all. 

We need people who will yield to the life of the Spirit in 

this present moment.”   

      Bishop Todd Townshend  

 

I find the message of our Bishop very inspiring… 



There are very real challenges for us to overcome. There 

is a pandemic to bring to an end. We will bring it to an 

end. But there is no getting around the fact that we all will 

have been changed by it. A big storm has hit our lives, and 

there’s nothing to gain by pretending were not changed by 

it. When communities are hit by a hurricane, they rebuild, 

but the community is never rebuilt exactly the way it was 

before. 

 

From my vantage point, our community of St. James was 

actually more prepared than most for such a storm. It has 

to do with the abiding love and the bonds of relationship 

that are so deeply rooted here. The tree may have lost a 

few branches but the roots in the ground have held us 

secure. 

 

The tree of St. James is now getting ready for new growth. 

As Bishop Todd says, we will grow in new ways because 

we are people who yield to the life of the Spirit in this 

present moment. 

 

It’s not always simple… and in the midst of a storm it’s 

easy to be afraid like the first disciples… sitting in a room 

with locked doors, hoping that the future might leave them 

alone…   

 

But they did not stay in the locked room... 

 



They felt the power of what they were being called to do.  

They felt the touch of the Holy Spirit that called them 

forward;  

 

They yielded to the Life of the Spirit in the present 

moment and took the Good News of God out into the 

world in a new way. 

 

So we need not let any fears control us.  

 

Let us yield to the life of the Spirit that is calling us 

forward. 

 

INFHS Amen. 


