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. . .you also, like living stones, 
are being built in to a spiritual 
house to be a holy priesthood, 

offering spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ. . .1 Peter 2:5 

a publication of Living Stones Prison Congregation 

 God is with us, always 
by Pastor Chris Ode 

I write this update with a 
heavy heart: a few days ago 
(September 13), the fellowship hall of 
United Lutheran Church, Tacoma 
(where my mother-in-law serves as  
pastor) was destroyed in an apparent 
arson. My father-in-law called and sent 
us video late that evening from the  
scene: multiple firetrucks and firefight-
ers, flames and smoke—senseless     
destruction as far as the eye could see. 
Thankfully, the sanctuary and gym were 
largely spared, and worship during a 
pandemic means the congregation can 
continue to gather much as they have 
been these past several months. Still, 
the recovery is likely to be lengthy,  
frustrating, and painful. 
 
But it can also be unexpectedly hopeful. 
 
The morning after the fire, my mother-
in-law posted a new video: instead of 
the chaos from the night before, 
though, there was community. Volun-
teers from various groups who use the 
building had gathered to secure it. They 
were installing large sheets of plywood 
over the damaged sections. The        
plywood itself had been donated by a 
local construction company whose 
owner had heard about the fire and 
offered up the supplies. Coffee, donuts, 
and other treats arrived for the volun-
teers through the generosity of others. 
It didn’t erase what had happened, but 

it was a powerful reminder: from appar-
ent death, God creates new life. 
 
As we continue to roll with the punches 
of COVID-19, to explore ways to       
minister to and with the men of Living 
Stones and WCC despite the changes 
and precautions of the time, may we 
never lose sight of that promise:  

God is with us, always. 

http://www.livingstonesprisoncongregation.com
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Prayer to you, God 
by Mr. G. 

O God, have mercy on us. 
To your name we pray in the blue sky where you have your palace. 

Far from the forest where trouble found our soul,  
yes, Lord, with our innocent voice we cry out to you.  

Please deliver us from this road that we are on now at this moment. 
As you can see, our God, where you sit on your throne, 

fear, disobedience and anguish took us away to a place of darkness. 
I’ve been thinking, your majesty, if you would give us a chance 

to remain strong throughout this pandemic, then we will sing you a song of victory. 

According to Jesus, “Job #1” 
for us is to love God and take 
care of each other (Matt. 22:37
-40). Perhaps one way we can 

begin to do this is to ask God and others “How can 
I help?” Since the nature of God is unlimited and 
unconditional love, it follows that the same nature 
is true of his Spirit within each of us. So then, how 
would God’s Spirit of unlimited and unconditional 
love show itself through us? 
 Let’s consider how Jesus demonstrated it. 
Throughout the Gospels, Jesus begins most of his 
encounters with people by helping them in some 
way...sometimes feeding, healing or otherwise 
showing his love for them. I notice Jesus does very 
little talking about his love, but a lot of demon-
strating his love. I also notice Jesus usually helping 
with practical, everyday needs before teaching or 
preaching to people. 
 We have that same Spirit of God within each 
of us. What might it look like if we were to 
“pause” our personal agendas and totally yield to 
whatever God would do through us? What would 
we (and others) discover Him doing through us? If 

God suddenly “showed up” in our life, what would 
He try to do first with us? Perhaps it would be God 
(speaking through us) asking others in our lives 
“how can I help?” Just four simple words, spoken 
by the Spirit of the Living God, using our voice, to 
some unsuspecting and perhaps shocked person!  
 Honestly, if the Spirit of God showed up 
among us right now, don’t you think He’d be look-
ing for some way to help some way to show His 
love? Although Jesus already knew the needs of 
each  person He met, chances are that we don’t—
and probably won’t—know what we can do to 
show love others without asking “how can I help?”  
 If you agree with these thoughts, please accept 
the challenge of seeking out someone (God will 

probably  help, if you ask . . . ) and 
asking them “how can I help?” Be 
prepared to act as God’s personal 
agent in showing His love to that 
person. 

 At the very least, you might begin each day    
asking God “how can I help?” Remember, for us 
it’s “Job #1!” 

How can I help? 
by Mr. F., a member of Living Stones 

 

Amazon Smile shoppers, please re-sign up with Living Stones—Because 
we made a change of financial institutions for Living Stones, anyone who was 

previously signed up with Amazon Smile to support our ministry must now re-sign. Please go to https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/27-1564948. (This is also where to sign up as a new Amazon Smile shopper.) Please 
note that this doesn’t affect your Amazon purchase in any way—it’s simply a way that Amazon gives back to 
the community. Thank you for your support!  
 

AmazonSmile and the AmazonSmile logo are trademarks of Amazon.com, Inc. or its affiliates. 
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From last year’s raffle winner . . . 
A warm hello from the Arnolds.  Last year we were blessed by  
winning the prison raffle drawing.  When I say blessing, I truly  
mean that!  We used our vacation to travel to Playa Del Carmen  
on the Yucatan Peninsula in eastern Mexico.  We stayed at an all-
inclusive beach resort north of Tulum and were able to bring 
Norm’s 85 year-old father and mother with us. 
 
One of the highlights of our trip was swimming with the whale 
sharks.  It has been on our bucket list for years.  The shark we swam 
with was more than 35 feet long … truly a whale!  It emerged right 
below us as we were snorkeling on the waves.  God’s creation is 
amazing. 
 
The sun was warm, the water was turquoise blue, and having an  
opportunity to be with our parents was the icing on the cake.  
 
They say lightening never strikes twice in the same spot… but I nev-
er won a lottery either.  I encourage you all to support this awesome 
ministry at the prison.  I am buying my tickets and hoping to win 
again!!!  May God bless each of you richly,  Pastor Denise Arnold  

And the winner is…………………… 

Fall raffle now underway 
Ticket sales: Sept. 20 - Nov. 1 
Drawing on Tuesday, Nov. 17 (by Bishop Rick Jaech) 
 

Thank you to all who are participating in this year’s raffle. We appreciate your will-
ingness to do it in this challenging time when many are not even meeting in person! 
Your creativity in running the raffle is inspiring.  
 

• One congregation’s Outreach ministry is making a gift on behalf of the church and 
purchasing the corresponding number of tickets. Congregational members are also 
invited to make a gift to support the purchase. If the congregation wins, the Out-
reach ministry will decide how to designate the case prize. 
•Another congregation not yet meeting in-person is advertising the raffle on their 

web site and in church publications. Members are encouraged to contact the church office or their raffle coor-
dinator to purchase tickets. Once their money is received, the coordinator will fill out their tickets with name/
phone number. The ticket stubs are then mailed out to them or they can pick them up when the office is open. 
 

Contact Sandi at LivingStonesAssistant@outlook.com for more info. Click here for an updated jpg of the flyer 

to use in your raffle publicity.  Please note that online payment transactions for raffle tickets are not per-
mitted, per gambling commission rules. 
 

Thank you for your continued support of our men and this ministry.  It is deeply appreciated always — and       
especially in these days. 

https://mcusercontent.com/6a54d670b9ea678794f344b58/images/b0fa171f-2ca1-457b-83b0-380e82c43d9a.jpg


L I V I N G  S T O N E S  P R I S O N  C O N G R E G A T I O N  F A L L  2 0 2 0  P A G E  4  

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your support. . . we give thanks to God for each of you  
. . . to all the congregations and individuals who have continued to support the Living Stones 
ministry through your gifts of clothing, backpacks, and financial donations.  
. . . to all who have given of their time to write words of encouragement for our weekly news-
letter to the men. They have touched the hearts of our men and have been deeply appreciated. 

. . . to Faith Lutheran Church, Shelton for being our fiscal agent and for providing bookkeeping and other adminis-
trative support. 

 

Items needed for the Transition Program 
(click here for bulletin insert with more info) 
 

Freedom Backpack Program  
backpacks are given to men as they are released from 
the WCC.  This simple sign of care provides them with a 
few necessities as they return to society. 
✓ Toiletries/hygiene items (toilet paper, travel-size 

shampoo, soap, comb, brush, toothpaste, toothbrush, 
tampons, and feminine pads—feminine items will be 
given to the women’s prison) 

✓ Ponchos 
✓ Tarps (approx. 8'x9') 
✓ Hand towels 
✓ Socks & underwear 

 

Clothing Locker 
✓ Serviceable clothing (shirts, jackets,                     

pants, underwear, shoes, and socks)    

Please contact Sandi 
regarding transfer of 

donations to the prison. 

 

 

Ways to partner with us in ministry 
 

✓ Pray for our men and their families, for our leadership, 
for the WCC staff  

✓ Participate in our Fall 2020 Raffle. (see page 3 for info) 
✓ Schedule Pastor Ode for a virtual experience—preaching, 

attending a prayer breakfast, leading a Bible study, to 
name a few ideas. Email him at LivingStonesPastor 

 @outlook.com. 
✓ Be ready to schedule a visit or preaching date when   

restrictions are lifted 
✓ Write a note of encouragement to our men for our    

special WCC newsletter. Email it to Sandi at Living-
StonesAssistant@outlook.com. 

✓ Consider making a financial donation to support this 
ministry.  Gifts may be made with Tithe.ly on our website 
(click here) or mailed to our fiscal agent (Living Stones 
Prison Congregation, Faith Lutheran Church, 1212 Con-
nection St., Shelton, WA 98584.) 

“2M at 3 Check-in” 
the second Monday of  
every month at 3 p.m. 
 

As we continue to 
find ways to minister to our men in these isolated 
days, you are invited to a monthly check-in with other 
Living Stones supporters to hear the latest on what's 
happening inside, have questions   answered, and join 
in prayer for this ministry. 
 

Zoom link info: 
Topic: Living Stones Update - 2nd Monday at 3 p.m. 
Time: 3:00 PM Pacific Time  
Join Zoom Meeting 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82419255251?
pwd=aXlOUlRIYnF6VW9jWWtoNGVxb1lZUT09 
 Meeting ID: 824 1925 5251; Password: 058162 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

For information about the Washington Depart-
ment of Corrections Covid-19 response, click here: 
Safe Start Corrections - DOC phases.  Note that con-
gregational visits probably won’t begin until Step 4.  
We are currently in Step 1. 

Pastor Chris makes virtual and in-person appearances! 
 

Sept. 13 .... Sitka Lutheran Church, Sitka, AK 

Sept. 27 .... St. Paul Lutheran Church, Winlock, WA 

  ................. St. Andrew Lutheran Church, Vanc., WA 

Oct. 11 ..... St. Paul Lutheran Church, Vancouver, WA 
 

 

Thanks to the wonder of technology, Pastor Chris can 

obviously be in more than one place at the same time! 

To schedule an appearance at your congregation, 

please email him at LivingStonesPastor@outlook.com. 

Stay updated about what is happening with our men 

As our fiscal agent, Faith Lutheran Church, Shelton manages the finances for Living Stones. Please send 
all financial gifts to Living Stones Prison Congregation, c/o Faith Lutheran Church, 1212 Connection St., 

Shelton, WA 98584. Thank you for your continued support! 

file:///E:/Living Stones/Flyers/Transition Program (Feb 2019 update)/Transition Program half-sheet flyer (color).pdf
https://livingstonesprisoncongregation.com/donate
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82419255251?pwd=aXlOUlRIYnF6VW9jWWtoNGVxb1lZUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82419255251?pwd=aXlOUlRIYnF6VW9jWWtoNGVxb1lZUT09
file:///E:/Living Stones & Stepping Stones/COVID-19/Safe Start Corrections - DOC phases.pdf

