
 
 

May 23, 2021     -     “Pentecost: Arrival Fulfilled”     -     Acts 2:1-41  
 

OPEN 

  
Formerly the fourth largest lake in the world with an area of 68,000 km2, the 
Aral Sea began shrinking in the 1960s after the rivers that fed it were diverted 
by Soviet irrigation projects. By 1997, it had declined to 10% of its original size, 
splitting into four lakes.…By 2009, the southeastern lake had disappeared and 
the southwestern lake had retreated to a thin strip at the western edge of the 
former southern sea….Satellite images by NASA in August 2014 revealed that 
for the first time in modern history the eastern basin of the Aral Sea had 
completely dried up…now called the Aralkum Desert.      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you feel dry and barren?  Are you experiencing desert like conditions in 
your heart?  This may be an indication that you are not accessing the 
sustaining power of the Holy Spirit.  In Acts 3:18-21 we read, 
 

But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ 

would suffer, he thus fulfilled.  Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins 

may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may come from the presence of 

the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, whom 

heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the things about 

which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago. 

 
Our May series of sermon Departure & Arrival is an examination of the 
refreshing available to us, as a result of Jesus return to heaven and the 
coming of the Holy Spirit.   
 

DIG 

 
Acts 2 documents amazing arrival of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost.  
This has captured many imaginations…inspired the names of 
denominations…but has also led to confusion about the role of the Holy Spirit 
in the life of the believer. This passage is a wonderful record of the way in 
which the Church was birthed by the power of the Holy Spirit.  It fulfills more of 
a descriptive than a prescriptive function as a teaching text. 
 
Taken alone, Acts 2 is not sufficient to formulate a full Pneumatology – “study 
of the Holy Spirit” (pneuma is the Greek term for the Spirit).  However the 
events of Pentecost make very clear the confirmation of God’s plan to 
establish the Church as His body of witnesses – see Acts 1:8. 
 
 
[1]  Prediction – vv. 1-13 
 
God’s plan for the Church did not happen by accident. The arrival of the Holy 
Spirit was anticipated.  Remember, in Luke’s Gospel we read that John the 
Baptizer spoke of the baptism of the Holy Spirit “with fire” (Luke 3:18).  The 
Holy Spirit’s arrival was strategically designed to launch the Body of Christ and 
the mission of the Church. 
 

• Pentecost was pictured in the Scripture  -  Leviticus 23:16 describes the 
Feast of Weeks fifty days following Passover (Pentecost means “fiftieth”).  
On the Sabbath after Passover an offering was made – which pictures 
Jesus' resurrection (I Corinthians 15:20,23).  Pentecost concluded a seven-
week harvest.  Another offering was given at Pentecost – picturing the Body 
of Christ (James 1:18).  Pentecost was one of the three main pilgrim 
festivals – thus, there were worshippers in Jerusalem from many nations.   

 

• Pentecost was promised by the Savior  -  As instructed, the disciples 
waited on God ten days (50 days less 40 days with Jesus – see Acts 1:3).  
In  John 14,16 and Acts 1:8 the Holy Spirit’s power is promised to secure 
Jesus’ teaching and to empower the disciples for witness.  Jesus 
specifically promised Spirit baptism (Acts 1:5).  What did this accomplish?  
These men were transformed from unlikely Galileans to miraculous 
messengers of God – people from Galilee did not speak their own 
language effectively - see Acts 2:11). 

 
 
Consider the three phenomena which resulted from the Holy Spirit’s arrival. 
 

1. The wind speaks of the personality and power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

2. The fire speaks of the Holy Spirit’s presence and purifying. 
 

3. Ability in language fulfilled the promise of power to witness. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aral_Sea


Note, such ability in language is not exactly the same as the ecstatic 
utterances which Paul addressed in I Corinthians 14.  Also, note how Peter 
responded to the mocking of the crowd.  He declared that this waw fulfillment 
of the promise that the Holy Spirit would empower for witness.   
 
 
[2]  Proclamation – vv. 14-37 
 
It was also God’s plan for Peter – empowered by the Holy Spirit – to proclaim 
God’s story of salvation.  Notice how he connected the life and ministry of 
Jesus (vv. 22-24) with the prophesy about Jesus through the David covenant – 
God’s promise to work through David’s line (vv. 23-35).  The focal point of 
Peter’s sermon was on the reality of Jesus’ resurrection (v. 32).  He did not 
feature himself or the manifestations of the Spirit through him (vv. 22-36). 
 
Tragically, too many churches are getting caught up in an inappropriate 
emphasis on signs and wonders.  In the recent edition of FaithToday (“What 
light will they notice?”, May/June 2021, 62) John G. Stackhouse address what 
an unbelieving world wants to see in Christians.  “The world, however, is not 
impressed by Hollywood wannabes since the world had Hollywood itself.  What 
does impress people – can we finally learn this? – is service….Such is a sign 
and a wonder in an age hungry for authentic kindness.” 
 
What was the result of Peter’s sermon?  There was an authentic response 
from many listeners.  A cut-to-the-heart conviction fell upon the people 
(v.37) when they heard the Gospel proclaimed (see John 16:8).  It is no 
wonder.  Joel 2:28-32 (quoted by Peter in Acts 2:17-21) shows an inseparable 
connection between proclamation and response.  Some 3000 souls were 
saved through the Holy Spirit’s guiding and empowering (v.41).   
 
 
[3]  Participation – vv. 38-41    
 
Church history is filled with examples of excess in seeking Holy Spirit 
manifestation.  Corinth is the obvious NT example.  Remember, the Holy 
Spirit’s presence and power is not in question.  But the way Christians 
participate in His work is debated.  Paul often addressed those who sought out 
the sensational at the expense of true ministry – see I Corinthians 13:1-3.   
 
There are many helpful principles for discerning authentic work of the Holy 
Spirit.  Pentecost reveals the Holy Spirit is at work where we recognize 
repentance and obedience (v.38).   
 
This week I heard clinical counselor Alisha Stobbe share in a workshop, “What 
Would Jesus Tweet?” (Navigate, MBBS, May 18, 2021).  She noted that 
western society promotes identity within ourselves.  So, social media is perfect 
for seeking worth through self-promotion, which leads to objectification, 
dehumanization, then exploitation. 
 

But the Holy Spirit brings to the repenting sinner into a completely new identity 
– “Spirit-filled” not “self-filled”.  Christians are not orphans (John 14:18) but 
God’s residence!  Individually we are the “temple” (I Corinthians 6:19-20) of 
the Holy Spirit.  Together, we are God’s “dwelling place” (Ephesians 2:21-22).  
 
At the point of salvation, the Holy Spirit… 

initiates believers into the Body of Christ through the baptism of the Spirit – I Cor 12:13 

animates spiritual life in the believer through the regeneration of the Spirit – Titus 3:5 

provides divine presence in believers through the indwelling of the Spirit – Romans 8:11 

secures and safeguards believers in Christ through the sealing of the Spirit – Eph 4:30 
 

As we progress in faith, the Holy Spirit… 

maintains vital communion with Christ through the filling of the Spirit – Eph 5:18 

empowers witness, service through gifts & fruit of the Spirit – I Cor 12:7-11; Gal 5:22-23 

instructs believers in truths of Christ through the teaching of the Spirit – John 16:13-14 

leads believers in the way of Christ through the guiding of the Spirit – Gal 5:16-18 

 
 

REFLECT 

 
You do not have to be a hydrologist to understand what went wrong with the 
Aral Sea.  The source of life was cut off!  What is more, the Aral Sea is 
an endorheic basin.  This means that it has no outlet so it does not 
contribute to another body of water. 
 
Without the Holy Spirit, a person cannot flourish as God has designed.  Have 
you placed your faith in Jesus Christ?  Have you have repented of sin and 
received salvation but are feeling dry and barren?  You need to consider 
whether you are allowing the Holy Spirit to flow into your life in power and out 
of your life through witness. 
 
Consider carefully the promise of Jeremiah 17:7-8 to those in vital, growing 
relationship with Jesus and filled by the Holy Spirit. 

 
He is like a tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by the stream, 

and does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not 

anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease to bear fruit. 

 


