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Introduction to the day 
Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. Crossing all 
boundaries that would separate us, the Spirit brings the wideness of God’s mercy to places we 

least expect it—to a crowd of strangers of different lands and tongues, to dry bones, to our 
weak hearts. Jesus promises his disciples that they will be accompanied by the Holy Spirit, and 
that this Spirit reveals the truth. We celebrate that we too have been visited with this same 
Spirit. Guided by the truth, we join together in worship, and then disperse to share the fullness 
of Christ’s love with the world. 
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WELCOME 
GATHERING SONG   Come Down, O Love Divine (ELW 804) 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings truth to the world. Send us 

this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us language to proclaim your gospel, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
FIRST READING: Acts 2:1-21 

A reading from Acts. 
1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 

house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 
tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 

in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
  5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at 

this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in 
the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are 

speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 
9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors 
from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear 
them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 
another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new 
wine.” 
  14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea 
and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these 

are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was 
spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
 and your young men shall see visions, 
  and your old men shall dream dreams. 
 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
   and they shall prophesy. 

 19And I will show portents in the heaven above 
  and signs on the earth below, 
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   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
 20The sun shall be turned to darkness 
  and the moon to blood, 
   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ”  
Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:22-27 
A reading from Romans. 
22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only 
the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we 
wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that 
is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, 
we wait for it with patience. 

  26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 
but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the 

heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL: John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said,] 26“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit 
of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. 27You also are to testify 

because you have been with me from the beginning. 
 16:4b“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 5But now I 

am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6But because I 
have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. 7Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it 

is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; 
but if I go, I will send him to you. 8And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin 
and righteousness and judgment: 9about sin, because they do not believe in me; 10about 

righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; 11about 
judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned. 

  12“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13When the Spirit of 
truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak 

whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, 
because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine. For 

this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.”  
The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    Like the Murmur of the Dove's Song (ELW 403) 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs.   (Short pause) 
 
Dear God, our Creator and Redeemer, How manifold are your works! In wisdom, you have 
made them all. The earth is full of your creatures! Thank you for this beautiful world in which 
we live. Thank you for bringing us together in person and online on this wonderful Sunday 

morning.  Thank you for always being there for us, providing hope in times of despair, friendship 
in times of loneliness, and love in times of struggle. Help us to share your hope, friendship, and 

love with our neighbors here in Athens and around the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 

 
God of Hope, Thank you for the wisdom and truth you speak to us through your Holy Spirit. 

Thank you for your love and guidance, even at time when we don’t want to listen.  In those 
times when life seems difficult or uncertain, help us to remember that you are always loving us 

and guiding us. Please help us to follow your path and to share our many blessings with our 

neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of Peace, be with those whose lives are filled with danger of any sort. We ask you to help 
our leaders around the world to work for peace instead of conflict. Please protect those who 

serve in the military, comfort military families, and bless our veterans. We ask you to also bless 
all refugees and help them to find comfort, respect, and acceptance. And please help all of us in 

our efforts to bring peace and justice to all of the world; to teach tolerance; respect for all; and 
to defend, aid, and advocate for the poor. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
God of Compassion, we ask you to comfort those experiencing grief and loss and to relieve 
those who are suffering. Please also bring strength to those who are hospitalized, confined to 
homes, or undergoing tests. Please also help the doctors, nurses and other healthcare workers 
who are caring for the sick and looking for ways to cure disease. We pray for healing for anyone 
who is ill in mind, body, or spirit. Restore to wholeness those who are struggling with 
addictions. Bless our shut-ins and help us to bring them joy. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Comfort, be with those to whom death draws near and those who have lost loved ones. 

Bring peace and comfort to all who mourn; knowing with the conviction of our faith that 
because you so loved the world that you gave your Chosen Son, who died and rose again, we 
too will have eternal life. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer 
    
Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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LITANY OF COMMITMENT 
From Psalm 90: Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. 
Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 

from everlasting to everlasting, you are God. 

Today we recommit ourselves to walking together as the beloved people of God. 

Today we seek to be a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world. We are called to know 
and love God, nurture each other, reach out and welcome all people in the name of Jesus 

Christ. 

Let this church be a home for the stranger, a place of welcome and comfort to the poor, a 
consolation to the distressed and a place of salvation for the sinner. Let it be a place for the 
guidance of youth, for the consolation of old age, for the good of all and the glory of God. 

Today we renew our promises with God and with one another. As individuals, we make these 

promises to the church as a whole: 

I promise to participate regularly, because my presence here matters. 

I promise to share in service to our community and our world, because the world needs a sign 
of God’s hope. 

I promise to support the congregation through my gifts of time and resources, because my 
gifts make a difference. 

I promise to love my neighbors even when we don’t agree, because we all have a place at the 
table. 

Together as a congregation, we make promises to each individual member: 
We promise to be a church where all are welcome. 
We promise to put our gifts to good use. 
We promise to create a safe place to talk about hard things. 
We promise to provide opportunities to worship, learn, and serve. 
We promise to bear witness to God’s love for the world. 

The Lord will be our God,  
and we will be God’s people, 

We are part of God’s story. 
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OFFERING 
Thanks to your generosity and support we are able to make a difference in the lives our 

members, our friends, our community, and the world God loves so much. 
 

Today you are invited to bring your offering, your estimated giving card, and your whole self 
forward as a sign of your commitment to our shared work in the coming year. Please sign the 
poster we will keep as a reminder of our pledge to one another and to God. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
God of love, 
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, 

you pour out the fire of your Spirit, 
uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207) 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, 

Breath of life and Fire of love: 
with a mighty wind you brought creation into being, 

and by a pillar of fire you led your people into freedom. 
We praise you for the gift of your Son, 

who poured out your Spirit on his disciples of every race and nation. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, 
his death, resurrection, 

and the sending of the holy and life-giving Spirit, 
we await his coming again to renew the face of the earth. 
Send now your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this meal: 
anoint us with your gifts of faith, hope, and love, 
that, with thankful hearts, 
we may be witnesses to your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
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but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The risen Christ invites us to this table. 
Come, eat, and be satisfied. 

 
COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Wellspring of joy, 
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 

Satisfy the hunger still around us, 
and send us as joyful witnesses, 

that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
The God of life, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG   Holy Spirit, Truth Divine (ELW 398) 
 

 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
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