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Home Church Package for Sunday May 16, 2021 
Materials curated/prepared by Rev. Jenn Swanson 

 

Welcome 
 

Welcome! We are on the 4rd week of our series called W.A.I.T. which is an acronym for Watch, Ask, 
Imagine, Trust. 
 
Today we will reflect on Trust. Through this series we are exploring how the disciples waited, the 
questions they asked, and how they (and we) imagine and trust the Living Spirit of Jesus in a new 
time.  
 
This is our last series collaborating together as Golden Ears, Inlet, and Como Lake United Churches 
and our second-to-last (or penultimate) joint service. We give thanks for this Sunday together, and 
for next Sunday, when we will celebrate Pentecost and partake in Communion.  
 
So, welcome to worship. We trust that the Risen Christ, the living spirit of Jesus, will meet you here. 

 
Opening Prayer 

(begins with Psalm 130: 5-6, Celtic Sunday Morning Prayer – Philip Newell) 
 
I wait for You, O God, my soul waits  
and in Your word I hope.  
My soul waits for You, O God,  
more than those who watch for morning,  
more than those who watch for morning. 
  
I watch this morning for the light that the darkness has not overcome. I watch for the fire  
that was in the beginning  
and that burns still  
in the brilliance of the rising sun.  
I watch for the glow of life  
that gleams in the growing earth and glistens in sea and sky.  
I watch for your light, O God,  
in the eyes of every living creature and in the ever-living flame  
of my own soul.  
If the grace of seeing  
were mine this day  
I would glimpse You in all that lives. Ground me the grace of seeing  
this day.  
Grant me the grace of seeing. 
Amen. 
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Poem: Stay 
(by Jan Richardson) 

 
I know how your mind 
rushes ahead 
trying to fathom 
what could follow this. 
What will you do, 
where will you go, 
how will you live? 
You will want 
to outrun the grief. 
You will want 
to keep turning toward 
the horizon, 
watching for what was lost 
to come back, 
to return to you 
and never leave again. 
 
For now 
hear me when I say 
all you need to do 
is to still yourself 
is to turn toward one another 
is to stay. 
 
Wait 
and see what comes 
to fill 
the gaping hole 
in your chest. 
Wait with your hands open 
to receive what could never come 
except to what is empty 
and hollow. 

 

You cannot know it now, 
cannot even imagine 
what lies ahead, 
but I tell you 
the day is coming 
when breath will 
fill your lungs 
as it never has before 
and with your own ears 
you will hear words 
coming to you new 
and startling. 
You will dream dreams 
and you will see the world 
ablaze with blessing. 
 
Wait for it. 
Still yourself. 
Stay. 
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Scripture Reading: Acts 1: 1-11 (NRSV) 
 
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the 
day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles 
whom he had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, 
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, 
he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he 
said, “is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
 
The Ascension of Jesus 
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set 
by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had 
said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was 
going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They 
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up 
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

 
Reflection 

 
We step out cautiously into the world of sunshine and glimmering hope…seeing and trusting that things 
will change. They may not go back to exactly how they were before, because we’ve come through so 
much, but what emerges might somehow be new and even, in some cases, better. We have learned so 
much. We have learned how to stay connected. We have learned new ways of caring, of reaching out, 
of being creative in how we celebrate. Grandparents connecting via technology, drive-by birthday and 
anniversary parties, virtual church and lots of outdoor conversation across safe distances. Much has 
been lost, yes, and yet we trust that God is still doing new things, and that we too can join in to what 
is emerging. I was reading a commentary this week on the passage of scripture above and it said this: 
 
“In an age of pandemic, what should we make of Jesus commissioning us “into the world”? Even as 
things begin to open up here and there, don’t we still need to be cautious, to keep our distance? In the 
first place, “the world” includes our personal lives and homes and families and friends, both the people 
we live with and the people with whom we’re in touch from a distance — so we can live out Jesus’ 
commission by living together with love and forgiveness, and by reaching out from a distance to those 
who need encouragement and companionship. Second, physical distancing and getting vaccinated, 
properly understood, are themselves practices with life-and-death effects “in the world for the love of 
the world” — so we can and should think of them as profoundly consequential forms of social 
engagement. And third, there are all kinds of ways to connect with the wider world and support our 
neighbours, from vaccination to donating money to supporting policies that protect the most 
vulnerable. Now more than ever, with wisdom and vigour: Into the world, for the love of the world!”  
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Benediction 
(a blessing from the Salt Project archives taken from the scripture today) 

 
“Friends, how good and pleasant it is to be together, in person or in spirit, encouraging and consoling, 
provoking and inspiring. But now the service is ended. Why do you stand looking up toward heaven? 
Go in peace — into the world, for the love of the world!” 
 
**Please note! Beginning May 30, we will be meeting for worship on Zoom and you are able to 
access via regular telephone.  We would love for you to join us!  In order to join by phone, simply do 
the following: 
 
1) Dial 778-907-2071 
2) When prompted, enter meeting ID of 952 968 1801# 
  Note - if it asks for a participant ID, just wait and you will then be prompted for the passcode instead 
3) When prompted, enter passcode of 1790# 
 
If you have any difficulties, please reach out and let our office know at 604-939-5513.  You can leave 
a voicemail and one of us will get back to you and we can help you connect.  
 
Your voice is important and having you join us in real time by telephone would be wonderful!!! 


