St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church

“People of Christ Making a Difference”
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Lexington, SC

The Day of Pentecost
May 23, 2021

WELCOME TO OUR VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE!

During this time of social distancing here are a few things to remember:

We are back to regular office hours Monday through Friday. Please don'’t hesitate to let us know
how we can help! The pastors are available by calling the church (359-6562), calling the Crisis
Care Line after hours (808-6471), or emailing them (pat@sslc.org and/or
j[asonantley@earthlink.net)

If you visit our website (www.sslc.org) you will see additions to the main page. On your phone,
please make sure you are on the full website (just scroll down and click the icon that says full
website). At the top you will see SIX RED BOXES. Here are the details:

Box 1) “Weekly Bulletins” — which will correspond to the services on YouTube.

Box 2) “Virtual Communion” — explanation and instructions for communing at home during virtual
worship.

Box 3) “Click Here For Our YouTube” — where you can click to participate in our virtual worship
services, or you can copy and paste tinyurl.com/SSLCWorship into your browser to take you there
directly. Services will be livestreamed at 12:30 PM on Wednesdays and 8:30 AM on Sundays.

Box 4) “Latest Church Update” — where we will post the latest COVID-19 church update.

Box 5) “Online Giving” — Don’t forget to support our ministry during this time apart by either
mailing your donations to the church (119 N Church Street, Lexington, SC 29072), giving online, or
giving through the Givelify app. This may also be a time to consider direct deposit giving. For
more details please call the church office to contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya
Reynolds.

Box 6) “Green Sheet Announcements” — this is the green bulletin insert you would normally get
on Sunday.

If you need any sort of assistance (ie needing food, getting groceries or prescriptions, going to
medical appointments, anything at all), please call the church office or one of the pastors. We
have folks who are willing to help in any way they can! Please take time to call folks who may not
have a strong network and may be in need. Neighbors helping neighbors is one way we can be
“People of Christ Making a Difference!”

We will continue sending out emails but you can also check out our website and our Facebook
page for updates. God bless you! We love you! Stay safe out there!
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GATHERING MUSIC
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

By our baptism into the death and resurrection of Christ, God raises us up to new life. Let us confess
to God our sins and all that waits for resurrection in our lives.
Amen.

God of grace and glory,

You have brought us through the night of sin into the light of Jesus’ resurrection. Yet our
lives are still shadowed by sin. Make us alive in Christ, O God. Make us new as you make all
things new. Rescue us from evil and the gloom of sin, renew us in grace, and restore us to
living in your holiness, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Rejoice with all creation around God’s throne! The light of the risen Christ puts to flight all evil
deeds, washes away sin, restores innocence to the fallen, casts out hate, brings peace, and
humbles earthly pride. God is merciful and gracious, granting forgiveness through Jesus Christ to
all who confess their sin. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sin, in the name of the Father,
and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

GREETING
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen, indeed! Alleluial

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you always.
And also with you.

RESPONSIVE LITURGY

The peace of God be with you today. Receive with joy the gift of the Holy Spirit.

We feel the winds of God blowing among us and the tongues of fire empowering us.
How amazing is the power God gives us. How manifold are the works of our Creator.

The breath of God fills us. The Spirit creates new life within and among us.

God calls us to be dreamers and prophets. God gives us a vision for a world of peace
May the glory of God endure forever.

THE SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY



FIRST READING Acts 2:1-21

When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. ?And
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire
house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue
rested on each of them. “All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. >°Now there were devout Jews from every nation under
heaven living in Jerusalem. ®And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because
each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. ’Amazed and astonished, they
asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in
our own native language? °Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, °Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 'Cretans and Arabs—in our own
languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” *?All were amazed and
perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” *But others sneered and said, “They
are filled with new wine.” 1#But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed
them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what |
say. '®Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 5No,
this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 1”In the last days it will be, God declares, that |
will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your
young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 8Even upon my slaves, both
men and women, in those days | will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. *°And | will show
portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 2°The
sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and
glorious day. ?'Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 104:24-34, 35b

2How manifold are your works, O LORD!
In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.
2Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to number,
living things both small and great.
%There go the ships to and fro,
and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it.
27All of them look to you
to give them their food in due season.
28You give it to them; they gather it;
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.
When you hide your face, they are terrified;
when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust.
30You send forth your Spirit, and they are created;
and so you renew the face of the earth.
3!May the glory of the LorD endure forever;
O LOoRD, rejoice in all your works.
32You look at the earth and it trembles;
you touch the mountains and they smoke.



3| will sing to the LORrD as long as | live;

| will praise my God while | have my being.
34*May these words of mine please God.

| will rejoice in the LORD.
3bBless the Lorp, O my soul.

Hallelujah!

SECOND READING Romans 8:22-27

22\We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 3and not only the
creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for
adoption, the redemption of our bodies. ?*For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not
hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 2°But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with
patience. ?6Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 2’And God, who searches the
heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to
the will of God.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; to him be glory and power forever and ever. Amen.

THE HOLY GOSPEL John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

The holy gospel according to St. John, the 15th and 16th chapters.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said,] 26“When the Advocate comes, whom | will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of
truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. 2”You also are to testify because you
have been with me from the beginning.

16:4b%] did not say these things to you from the beginning, because | was with you. *But now | am
going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ ®But because | have
said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. "Nevertheless | tell you the truth: it is to your
advantage that | go away, for if | do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if | go, |
will send him to you. 8And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and
righteousness and judgment: ®about sin, because they do not believe in me; about
righteousness, because | am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; 'about judgment,
because the ruler of this world has been condemned.

12“] still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. *When the Spirit of
truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak
whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. **He will glorify me,
because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. '°All that the Father has is mine. For this
reason | said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Jason

SERMON Pastor Jason



HYMN OF THE DAY "Word of God, Come Down on Earth” ELW 510

Word of God, come down on earth,
living rain from heav'n descending;
touch our hearts and bring to birth
faith and hope and love unending.
Word almighty, we revere you;
Word made flesh, we long to hear you.

Word that speaks God's tender love,
one with God beyond all telling,
Word that sends us from above
God the Spirit, with us dwelling,

Word of truth, to all truth lead us;

Word of life, with one bread feed us.

PRESENTATION
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these people, one with us in the body of
Christ, who are making public affirmation of their baptism.

Let us pray.

Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and brothers, whom you have made your own by
water and the Word in baptism. You have called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts
of your Spirit, and nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts and
promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth.

We ask this in the name of Christ.

Amen.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
Confirmands, | ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
C | renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
C | renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
C | renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was

buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and
the dead.



Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God
made with you in holy baptism: to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and
share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to
serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the
earth?

C | do, and | ask God to help and guide me.
People of God at St. Stephen’s, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers and pray for

them in their life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse
us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of

wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of
the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.
Amen.

Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ.
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world.

Those being Confirmed today:

Noah Jackson Blashka Zachary Taylor Head

Graceanne Claire Crumpton Selena Rose Magni

Katherine Anne Dawkins Madison Celeste Jonas-Summerall
Sophia Price Dickey Alexandra "Lexie" Michelle Taylor

OFFERING

It is during times like these that we notice an even greater purpose for our ministry and life
together in Christ as we love and support each other and the world around us. Don’t forget to
support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate at the doors of the church,
mailing your offering to the church, giving online (www.sslc.org) or through the Givelify app. This
may also be a time to consider direct deposit giving. For more details please contact our Parish
Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562.



Anthem “Veni Sancte Spiritus” (Holy Spirit, Come to Us) WOQV 686
Veni Sancte Spiritus. Veni Sancte Spiritus.
Come, Holy Spirit, from heaven shine forth with your glorious light. Veni Sancte Spiritus.
Veni Sancte Spiritus. Holy Spirit, come to us.

Come from the four winds, O Spirit, come, Breath of God; disperse the shadows over us,
renew and strengthen your people. Veni Sancte Spiritus.

Veni Sancte Spiritus. Veni Sancte Spiritus. Come.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together.

God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives
and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the
sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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THE PREFACE
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! This Holy Sacrament is a fundamental

part of how we participate in worship and receive Christ’'s body and blood, given and shed for
us for the forgiveness of our sins. Itis customary to use bread and wine for this meal, however
with the given circumstances we invite you to find whatever is most appropriate in your context for
your family to share. As you gather together to receive the real presence of Christ found in, with,
and under the elements, be assured that the gifts we are given by God in the Holy Sacrament
transcend space and time. May we be fed and nourished by God through this meal so that we
may persevere and continue in discipleship this and every day.

(As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each communicant:
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ shed for you.

The communicant may say: “Amen.”)



BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.

Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still
around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

BENEDICTION

May God, the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit, who has brought us from death to life, fill you
with great joy and bless you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING SONG “God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind” ELW 400

God of tempest, God of whirlwind, as on Pentecost descend!
Drive us out from sheltered comfort; past these walls your people send!
Sweep us into costly service, there with Christ to bear the cross,
there with Christ to bear the cross!

God of blazing, God of burning, all that blocks your purpose, purge!
Through your church, Christ's living Body, let your flaming Spirit surge!
Where deceit conceals injustice, kindle us to speak your truth,
kindle us to speak your truth!

DISMISSAL
Go in peace to share the good news that Christ is Risen!
Thanks be to God. Alleluial

POSTLUDE

ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God in loving memory of Myrna Black’s birthday
(5/25) and Myrna and Jeff Black’s wedding anniversary (5/24) by lvan and Michelle Black.

The Church Staff Crisis Care Line: 808-6471 Website: www.sslc.org
The Rev. Dr. Patrick W. Riddle The Rev. Jason T. Antley
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Mr. Tyler Meade, Organist Mrs. Beth Haggard, Preschool Director

Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator Mr. Eric Abramson, Sexton

Mr. Stephen Abbott, Seminarian Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus

The Rev. Dr. Dennis Bolton, Pastor for Welcome and Visitation

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.



