
Please pray for the Rev. Canon Samuel Fanous, and Emmanuel Church in Ramle, Israel. 
 
 

 
 
 
Please pray for the Rev. Canon Samuel Fanous, and Emmanuel Church, the companion parish of St 
Laurence, Calgary. Located in Ramle Israel, just south of Tel Aviv, it is vulnerable to the recent rocket 
attacks. In a recent Zoom call with the Rev. Carolyn Herold, Rev. Fanous said that the people of 
Emmanuel Church experience calm “when we know people are praying for us. We need your hard 
prayer.”   
 
Ramle is a ‘mixed city’; it is home to Christians, Jews and Muslims who normally coexist peacefully and 
want to continue to live together. Samuel explained that the unrest in Ramle, and other mixed cities is 
being imported by bus loads of armed extremists coming into the mixed cities. Samuel insists the people 
within the mixed cities want peace, but due to the imported violence, they are afraid to go outside. He 
spoke with appreciation of Jewish people in Jaffa (known as Joppa in the book of Acts) standing in 
intersections and giving people flowers, in hopes of counteracting the violence. 
 
Samuel is an active member of the Interfaith committee in Ramle and the surrounding area, consisting 
of approximately 20 priests, Imams, and rabbis. This group is actively working to bring an end to the 
violence. They all agree, “Violence is not part of my religion, and faith; it is foreign to my religion and 
faith…We have to encourage love, peace, justice and negotiation…. violence and war will get us far from 
loving and living together.” 
 
He asks that we don’t take sides in the conflict, believing that our role is to be one of healing, to be “pro-
love, pro-peace, pro-justice”.  Pray for peace in Israel and Palestine, pray for those who are actively 
working for peace.  May the violence and unrest come to an end, may justice and peace reign in the 
Holy Land.  May the people of Emmanuel Church be safe and able to continue to proclaim the Good 
News of God’s love for all. 
  
 
 


