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Lesson 14: Revelation Chapter 5  

The Lamb is worthy to open the Seven Sealed Scroll 

1. Introduction: 

a. This is a continuation of the vision of John recorded in previous chapter. 

i. Original writings was not separated in chapter and verses. About 500 years 

ago this was added to make finding portions of scripture easy. 

b. The Book of Revelation shows us several distinct images of Jesus:  

i. The Glorious Son of Man Vision (1:12-16)  

ii. The Slain but All-Powerful Lamb (5:6-7)  

iii. The First-Born who is caught up to Heaven (12:1-6)  

iv. The Lamb surrounded by the 144,000 from the nations (14:1)  

v. The Son of Man ready to Harvest the Earth (14:14)  

vi. The Rider Faithful and True, King of kings, Lord of lords (19:11-16)  

vii. Jesus - the One who is coming… Alpha and Omega, First and Last, Beginning 

and End, Root and Offspring of David, the bright Morning Star (22:12-16)  

c. Parallels in the Visions of Chapter 4 and 5 

Chapter 4 - God Glorified Chapter 5 - Lamb Glorified 

God’s Glory – Rev. 4:2-8 The Lamb’s Glory – Rev. 5:5-7 

Worship of God – Rev. 4:8-11 Worship of the Lamb - Rev. 5:8-12 

First Hymn of Praise – Rev. 4:8 First Hymn of Praise – Rev. 5:9-10 

Narrative – Rev. 4:9-10 Narrative – Rev. 5:11-12 

Second Hymn of Praise – Rev. 4:11  Second Hymn of Praise – Rev. 5:12 

1. Revelation 5:1 -5 (NKJV)  And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll 

written inside and on the back, sealed with seven seals. 2 Then I saw a strong angel 

proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose its seals?” 3 And 

no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll, or to look at 

it. 4 So I wept much, because no one was found worthy to open and read the scroll, or to look 
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at it. 5 But one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 

the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals.” 

2. (v1a)  “And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne…” 

a. Right hand symbolizes authority. 

3. (v1b) “…a scroll written inside and on the back, sealed with seven seals.” 

a. The “Seven Seals” signify that the “time of Jacob’s trouble” is about to begin, which 

will rapidly bring to a conclusion that which must be done. (Swaggart, 2005) 

b. We see references to heavenly books that contain details of the future. One example:  

i. Psalm 139:16 (NKJV) Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And 

in Your book they all were written, The days fashioned for me, When as yet 

there were none of them.  

c. A parallel of scroll and the seals is seen in the Old Testament: 

i. Ezekiel 2:9-10 (NKJV) Now when I looked, there was a hand stretched out 

to me; and behold, a scroll of a book was in it. 10 Then He spread it before 

me; and there was writing on the inside and on the outside, and written on 

it were lamentations and mourning and woe. 

ii. Perry stone writes: “Ezekiel ate the scroll, just as John was commissioned to 

eat the little scroll in Rev. 10:9-10. 

iii. After eating the scroll, both men prophesied concerning the future. (Stone, 

2012) (Outline adapted) 

d. The Interpreter’s Bible commentary tells us: “the scroll John saw was sealed with 

seven seals in such a way that a portion of it could be unrolled at a time, thereby 

releasing a series of seven plagues, one after the other.” (Harmon, 1957) 

e. Theories about the scroll:  

i. Perry Stone writes about “beliefs about this seven sealed book.” 

a. It is the divine will – revealing the will of God for the earth. 

b. It is the title deed – giving Christ the authority to take earthly 

kingdoms. 

c. It is a book of Remembrance – with the sins of the world listed and 

judgments given. 
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d. It is a Jubilee will – a scroll giving the Lamb redemption/judgment 

powers. 

I. Jeremiah gives us a picture. After the Babylonian 

invasion, Jeremiah’s cousin sold him a field. Jeremiah 

took the title-deed, sealed it, and then hid it away. The 

deed was hidden by his secretary with instructions to 

unearth it one day. After the captivity, the scroll could 

be opened, proving the Jeremiah’s descendants owned 

the property (Jeremiah 32) (Stone, 2012) (outline 

modified) 

II. The seal is linked to the Jubilee - The law of Jubilee (Lev. 

25) 

a. Israel counted 7 years of 7 Sabbath cycles (49 

years) and on the 49th blew the silver 

trumpets. 

b. The Jubilee fell on the Day of Atonement 

(there was freedom and judgment the same 

day) 

c. The Day of atonement was believed to be the 

day that Adam sinned (Stone, 2012) (outline 

adapted) 

III. The four-fold affect of the Jubilee (lev. 25) 

a. The Hebrew slaves returned home – The 

saints will arrive home. 

b. The land was redeemed – The earth will be 

redeemed back to Christ. 

c. The oppressed were released – The Jewish 

remnant will be saved. 

d. The land and the people rested – The Sabbath 

of rest for God’s people begins. 
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e. Note: On the Jubilee a family needed proof of 

possession (a will) to redeem back their land 

(Stone, 2012)(outline adapted) 

e. Perry Stone also writes about “The purpose for this scroll.” 

I. God’s will be for Adam to have dominion (Gen 1:26) 

II. Adam broke God’s will and Satan became the “god of 

this world” (2 Cor. 4:4) 

III. This book is a Jubilee will of redeeming the earth bac to 

Christ the King. 

IV. At the seventh seal it is said “it is finished.” (Rev. 1:7) 

(Stone, 2012)(Outline adapted) 

f. Dr. Liebenberg gives us the following theories: 

I. Theory 1: “Written inside and on the back”: It was the 

custom in Israel to record the inheritance on a scroll. 

Also, when you purchased land in Biblical times, the 

conditions, land area, covenantal terms and price were 

written in the front and the back of the scroll (a title 

deed). This deed was then sealed with 7 seals. Y’shua is 

the owner of the title deed of not only the world, but 

the cosmos –because He paid the price. As long as the 

title deed of the Earth is sealed, satan will be in control 

of the planet… (Liebenberg, 2017) 

II. Theory 2: This is the same scroll that Daniel was told to 

seal “…until the time of the end” (Dan 12:4). Just before 

he was told to seal the scroll, it was made known to him 

that at the time of the end a “king” would come who 

would “…do according to his own will: he shall exalt and 

magnify himself above every god, shall speak 

blasphemies against the Elohim of gods, and shall 

prosper till the wrath has been accomplished” (Dan 

11:36) (Liebenberg, 2017) 
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4. (v2a)  “Then I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice…” 

a. This “strong angel” appears to be in a special class of angel with Michael the archangel. 

Strong angels are also seen in connection with two other momentous events in the 

Revelation; the proclamation that there would be no more delay (in the execution of 

YHWH’s judgments) (10:6) and the prophecy of the final destruction of Babylon 

(18:21). (Liebenberg, 2017) 

b. “This strong Angel is probably Gabriel as evidenced by Gabriel’s appearance to Daniel.” 

(Swaggart, 2005)  Refer to Dan. 9:21 

5. (v2b) “Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose its seals?” 

6. (v3) “And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll, 

or to look at it.” 

a. Dr. Liebenberg points out “The importance of Y’shua taking the scroll to take the 

administration of the cosmos over is highlighted in the fact that no one in all of 

YHWH’s creation was found worthy to open it…” (Liebenberg, 2017) 

b. “Under the Earth” 

i. Dr. Liebenberg writes: “Under the earth” (also in 5:13) refers to under the 

surface of the earth (Exod 20:4) or to the realm of the dead or of demons 

(Phil 2:10)… (Liebenberg, 2017) 

a. Exodus 20:4 (NKJV) “You shall not make for yourself a carved 

image—any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in 

the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; 

b. Philippians 2:10 (NKJV) that at the name of Jesus every knee should 

bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under 

the earth, 

7. (v4) “So I wept much, because no one was found worthy to open and read the scroll, or to 

look at it.” 

a. The Fire Bible commentary tells us: “After searching all realms of creation, no one is 

found worthy to reveal the future of the world or see that God’s kingdom is 

established on earth. John is nearly overcome with weeping because he knows that if a 

worthy person is not found to open the book, God’s purpose of judgment and blessing 
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for the world will remain unfulfilled.” (Fire Bible: A Study Bible for Spirit-led Living, 

2001) 

b. Jack Van Impe points out: “John’s lament has to do with the fact that this scroll is also 

the title deed to the earth. As long as it remains sealed, Satan will be in complete 

control of the planet.” (Van Impe) 

8. (v5) “But one of the elders said to me, ‘Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 

the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals.”’ 

a. Jack Van Impe adds this insight: “John’s weeping ends at the place where all tears are 

dried. He is pointed to Christ where tears are turned to joy. Christ is the Lion of the 

tribe of Judah, the Root of David. Since Judah is the leading tribe of Israel and a lion is 

the king of the beasts, Christ is thus pictured when He comes as Israel’s King (see 

19:16). It is at this same moment that the Lord God gives “unto him the throne of his 

father David” (Luke 1:32).” (Van Impe) 

b. The Lion from the Tribe of Judah:  

i. Genesis 49:9-10  (MSG) You, Judah, your brothers will praise you: Your 

fingers on your enemies’ throat, while your brothers honor you. You’re a 

lion’s cub, Judah, home fresh from the kill, my son. Look at him, crouched 

like a lion, king of beasts; who dares mess with him? The scepter shall not 

leave Judah; he’ll keep a firm grip on the command staff Until the ultimate 

ruler comes and the nations obey him. 

c. The Root of David (Jesse):  

i. Romans 15:12 (NKJV) And again, Isaiah says: “There shall be a root of Jesse; 

And He who shall rise to reign over the Gentiles, In Him the Gentiles shall 

hope.” 

ii. Isaiah 11:10 (NKJV) “And in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse, Who 

shall stand as a banner to the people; For the Gentiles shall seek Him, And 

His resting place shall be glorious.” 

d. Dr. Liebenberg writes the following about the “Two Pictures of the Messiah.” 

i. “In the TaNaCh, there are two different pictures painted of the Messiah one 

suffering (Isaiah 53:2-10, Ps 22:6-8, 11-18) which is the Lamb, and one 

reigning as King (Ps 2:6-12, Zech 14:9,16) which is the Lion. As we look back 
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on these Scriptures, we see they predicted two separate comings of the 

Messiah—the First Coming as a Suffering Messiah and the Second Coming 

(still future) as a Reigning King. There are a total of 324 Messianic 

prophecies. Y’shua fulfilled the 65 prophecies as prophesied unprecedented 

at His First Coming, there must be a literal Second Coming and Olam Haba 

for Y’shua to fulfill the rest, 259 prophecies, this is the “Lion” picture of 

Y’shua prophecies.” (Liebenberg, 2017) 

9. Revelation 5:6-10 (NKJV) And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four 

living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, 

having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the 

earth. 7 Then He came and took the scroll out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne. 

8 Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell 

down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the 

prayers of the saints. 9 And they sang a new song, saying: 

“You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open its seals; For You were slain, And have 

redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 10 

And have made us kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth.” 

10. (v6a) “And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, 

and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain…” 

a. “The Crucifixion of Christ is represented here by the word “Lamb” which refers to the 

fact that it was the cross which redeemed mankind; the slain lamb alone has 

redeemed all things.” (Swaggart, 2005) 

b. “McDonald (1996: 37) calls for a “recursive” reading here— Jesus conquers not by 

physical prowess (like a lion) but by enduring hostility and dying (like a paschal lamb). 

This also means that the great victory over Satan has already occurred: the cross is the 

central point of history, and the final battle of Armageddon (16:16; 17:14; 19:14–21) is 

the culmination of a victory already won. In actuality, Armageddon is more Satan’s 

final act of defiance than the final victory of Christ. The victory of Christ is at the cross.” 

(Osborne, 2002) 

c. Dr. Liebenberg expounds upon this passage and writes: “The Greek translation for 

lamb here is “arnion” which means “little or baby lamb” (all the estimated one billion 
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lambs that had been offered since Gen 3:21 pointed to “The Lamb” to come (Isaiah 53, 

John 1:29).  

Three of the Bible’s witnesses of Y’shua come together in one magnificent description: 

the Lion of Judah (Hos 5:14), the Root of David (22:16), and the Lamb of YHWH (Gen 

22:8; John 1:36); and although He was YHWH’s helpless sacrificial Lamb, He now lives 

with all the attributes of YHWH, confirming that the Son and the Father are indeed 

One (John 1:18, 10:30)… (Liebenberg, 2017) 

d. The Fire Bible commentary relates these details: “When John looks, he sees not a lion 

but a “Lamb” that bears the marks of having been killed as a sacrifice. This is the 

picture of Christ’s giving of himself on the cross for the sins of the human race (cf. Isa 

53:7; Jn 1:29), and means that Christ’s ultimate victory comes from his sacrificial death 

(vv. 9-14). The “Lamb” is Revelation’s primary symbol for Christ (e.g., vv. 6-7; 12:11; 

15:3; 17:14; 21:22; 22:1, 3; see 5:12, note). “The wrath of the Lamb” (6:16) will come 

upon those who do not accept him as Savior, rejecting his sacrifice as the Lamb of God 

(6:16-17). (Fire Bible: A Study Bible for Spirit-led Living, 2001) 

e. The Interpreter’s Bible adds this: “inspired by the account in Exodus of the Passover 

lamb whose blood saved the first-born of the Israelites from death. For John considers 

that God's miraculous deliverance of the Jews from their Egyptian oppressors after a 

series of devastating plagues was the prophetic prototype of the coming liberation of 

the Christians, the new Israel, from their Roman persecutors, after a series of similar 

destructive woes. In addition, the Passover lamb, which was instrumental in this 

deliverance, is considered as the archetype of Christ, through whose blood the 

Christians are to be saved.” (Harmon, 1957) 

11. (v6b) “…having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into 

all the earth.” 

a. This passage is symbolic of Jesus’ power and wisdom as well as His oversight of the 

affairs of men. The  

b. Perry Stone writes the following:  

i. The lamb is introduced at the heavenly Temple (Rev. 5:6) 

a. The lamb is a metaphor for Christ. 
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b. Christ was born in Bethlehem (Matt. 2:1) and laid in the manger 

(Luke 2:7) 

c. Christ was called the Lamb of God (john 1:29), and he was crucified 

at Passover (Matt. 26:2) (Stone, 2012) (outline adapted) 

ii. The Lamb (Jesus) is a slain Lamb. 

a. The word slain means, “to butcher, to slaughter, to slay violently” 

b. The Greek word amnos is used four times in the New Testament as 

lamb 

c. I Revelation the word arnion is used – meaning a lambkin or a 

Passover pet lamb. 

d. Jesus is identified through the book of Revelation and the Lamb 

(arnion) 

e. Note: In the Temple are a “lamb in the morning” and a “lamb in the 

evening” (Exo. 29:39) (Stone, 2012) (outline adapted) 

iii. Summary of the Morning Service ( The Fivefold Morning Procedure) 

a. Cleaning the Menorah (Re. 2-3) 

b. Opening the gates (Rev. 4:1) 

c. Burning the incense (Rev. 5:8) 

d. A lamb was offered (Rev. 5:6)  

e. Worship to God (Rev. 5:14) (Stone, 2012) (outline adapted) 

c. “Horns denote dominion and “seven” denotes total dominion; all of this was done for 

you and me, meaning that we can have total dominion over the powers of darkness, 

and in every capacity; so there is no excuse for a lack of victory. And seven eyes 

denotes total, perfect, pure, and complete illumination of all things spiritual, which is 

again made possible for you and me by the Cross; if the Believer makes the Cross the 

Object of his Faith, he will never be drawn away by false doctrine.” (Swaggart, 2005) 

d. We studied the topic of “Seven Spirits of God” in lesson 2.  

i. This is commonly associated with Isaiah 11:2 that is about the Spirit of the 

Lord. 

ii. We came to another possible conclusion that this refers to the seven 

Archangels identified in early Jewish non-biblical texts.  
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e. Commentary by Jack Van Impe adds this for our consideration: “The Lamb’s seven 

horns picture strength. Jesus said, “All [authority] is given unto me in heaven and in 

earth” (Matthew 28:18). The seven eyes picture the fact that He sees everything each 

of us does: “All things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have 

to do” (Hebrews 4:13). Since “seven” means perfection, there will be no mistakes 

made as the judgment is meted out, because the seven spirits of God—a picture of the 

Holy Spirit in all of His fullness—rest upon Christ without measure. Coupling His power 

(seven horns), His all-seeing vision (seven eyes), along with His filling of the Spirit of 

God in a sevenfold way (see Isaiah 11:1, 2), not one mistake will be made during the 

Tribulation hour. The One found worthy now acts.” (Van Impe) 

f. Dr. Liebenberg explains: “Here we are told in this verse that the “7 Spirits” are being 

sent out into all Earth (7 continents) in their roles as the active omnipotence with all 

power (the “horns” –Matt 28:18) and omniscience (the “eyes” –Heb 4:13) of the 

Lamb.” (Liebenberg, 2017) 

12. (v7) “Then He came and took the scroll out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne.” 

a. Perry Stone tells us:  

i. The lamb is a kinsman – redeemer as Boaz in the book of Ruth. 

a. Boaz and Ruth are pictures of Christ (Boaz) and the Church (Ruth) 

b. Boaz was “next of kin” and had authority to redeem what was lost. 

c. Christ (our Boaz) has come in the flesh as our “Kinsman Redeemer.” 

b. An understanding of the Kinsman Redeemer is beneficial to understanding the fullness 

of this chapter. Refer to the appendix of this lesson for a study by Pastor Dan Goodwin 

on this topic.  

c. Dr. Liebenberg gives us greater insight: “Only the Lamb is worthy to take the scroll out 

of the right hand (the symbol of power and authority) of the Father. In other words, 

Y’shua comes with the authority of YHWH. There is only One that can be seen on the 

throne; that is, Y’shua; because YHWH is Spirit and can’t be seen (John 4:24), and 

Y’shua and YHWH as said is one (John 10:30, 14:9, Deut 6:4), echad in Hebrew. YaH-

shua also said He came in His Abba’s Name, in the Name YaHoWaH / YaHUaH (John 

5:43) and the short form for YHWH is YaH (Ps 68:4), YaH-Shua (shortened Y’shua) and 
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means “YaH saves”. There are also seven “I AM” statements in the Gospel of John, 

which is reference to “I AM THAT I AM” (Exod 3:16).” (Liebenberg, 2017) 

13. (v8a) “Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four 

elders fell down before the Lamb…” 

a. Dr. Liebenberg goes on to write: “The 24 elders worship YHWH the Son who is worthy 

to open the scroll’s seals because He has paid the ultimate price for the redemption of 

the Lost Sheep Bride…” (Liebenberg, 2017) 

14. (v8b) “…each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the 

saints” 

a. Perry Stone gives us the following review of what John has seen up to chapter 5 verse 

9:  

i. John has seen the throne of God. 

ii. John has seen the four living creatures. 

iii. John has seen the 24 elders on 24 thrones. 

iv. John has seen the Lamb of God and Lion of Judah 

v. John has seen the golden vials of the prayers of the saints. 

vi. John has seen the seven sealed book (Stone, 2012) (outline adapted) 

b. Dr. Liebenberg also tells us: “We will see in Rev 14:2 and in Rev 15:2 that every 

redeemed Believer will have a harp. (If YHWH allows so many harps (musical 

instruments) in heaven, let’s not consider it unheavenly to have musical instruments in 

our meeting places. Read Psalm 150.) King Saul was pleased by David’s harp playing—1 

Sam 16:23, and the Son is pleased by the prayers of the Believers, which are prayers 

for deliverance and vengeance (6:10), and every prayer of every Believer that ever 

lived is sweet incense before Y’shua (8:3-4 and Psalm 141:2).” (Liebenberg, 2017) 

i. Psalm 150 (NKJV) “Praise the Lord! Praise God in His sanctuary; Praise Him 

in His mighty firmament! 2 Praise Him for His mighty acts; Praise Him 

according to His excellent greatness! 3 Praise Him with the sound of the 

trumpet; Praise Him with the lute and harp! 4 Praise Him with the timbrel 

and dance; Praise Him with stringed instruments and flutes! 5 Praise Him 

with loud cymbals; Praise Him with clashing cymbals! 6 Let everything that 

has breath praise the Lord. Praise the Lord! 
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ii. Revelation 6:10 (NKJV) And they cried with a loud voice, saying, “How long, 

O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who 

dwell on the earth?” 

c. These prayers will be shown later in Revelation as part of the reason the Lord’s acts of 

judgment are loosed: 

i. Rev. 6:9–11 (NKJV) When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the 

souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the 

testimony which they held. 10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, 

“How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on 

those who dwell on the earth?” 11 Then a white robe was given to each of 

them; and it was said to them that they should rest a little while longer, 

until both the number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who 

would be killed as they were, was completed. 

ii. Rev.  8:3–4 (NKJV) Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and 

stood at the altar. He was given much incense, that he should offer it with 

the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar which was before the 

throne. 4 And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, 

ascended before God from the angel’s hand. 

15. (v9a) “And they sang a new song, saying…”  

a. Scriptures about “new song” includes: 

i. Psalm 98:1 (NKJV) Oh, sing to the Lord a new song! For He has done 

marvelous things; His right hand and His holy arm have gained Him the 

victory. 

ii. Psalm 33:3 (NKJV) Sing to Him a new song; Play skillfully with a shout of joy. 

iii. Psalm 40:3a (NKJV) He has put a new song in my mouth— Praise to our 

God… 

b. Every act of God in salvation and redemption requires the imaginative and worshipful 

creating of a new song of gratitude and praise. In this way, the present reality of God’s 

enduring work is kept fresh in the heart and mind. (Tyson, 2018) 

c. Dr. Liebenberg tells us: “The beginning of the events of the Tribulation with the 

breaking of the seals is the occasion for the singing of the new song celebrating the 
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redemption of the Lost Sheep and their soon-coming reign on the millennial earth.” 

(Liebenberg, 2017) 

d. He further writes: “The moment the Lamb takes the scroll, Heaven breaks out in 

jubilation, meaning the Lamb possesses all that is necessary for our redemption, 

Y’shua is the Lamb and also the Lion out of the Tribe of Yehudah (Judah). The emblem 

of the Tribe of Yehudah is the lion (Heb 7:14). These statements are used to denote 

the significance of the incarnation of Y’shua (Isaiah 11:1, 10, Jer 23:5, Luke 1:32). 

Y’shua had to become man –lower than an angel (Heb 2:9) to redeem His Lost Sheep, 

the House of Israel Bride (Matt 15:24…)” (Liebenberg, 2017) 

16. (v9b) ‘“You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open its seals; For You were slain, And have 

redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation,’ 

a. Dr. Liebenberg writes about the New Song of redemption: “This is a song of 

redemption, sung only by the Believers (refer to verse 10, “made us kings and priests”) 

as angels are not redeemed (Psalm 96). (The 144 000 Tribulation Tribers will also sing a 

new song in heaven when they are redeemed (14:3).)” (Liebenberg, 2017) 

b. The Lamb is worthy because:  

i. He was killed/slain, 

ii. He purchased people for God at the cost of His own blood,  

iii. He appointed His people a kingdom of Priests. 

c. Jimmy Swaggart writes about Jesus’ worthiness to open the scroll: this “proclaims that 

by His Death He has acquired a right to approach where no other one could approach, 

and to do what no other one could do.” (Swaggart, 2005) 

17. (v10) ‘”And have made us kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth.”’ 

a. Jack Van Impe gives this commentary: “The song is in appreciation of the fact that 

Christ was slain on Calvary’s cross, that His precious blood was shed (see 1 Peter 1:19), 

and that it was shed for the entire world… Christ’s sacrifice was for all kindreds, all 

tongues, and all people, all nations. God loves the world! The choir also sings about 

their soon return with Him when He comes as “King of Kings” (19:16). At that time 

they—the armies of heaven—will follow Him upon white horses. At this point the 

angels also join in praising the Lamb.” (Van Impe) 
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18. Revelation 5:11-12 (NKJV) Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the 

throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times 

ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice:  

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain To receive power and riches and wisdom, And strength 

and honor and glory and blessing! 

19. (v11) “Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the living 

creatures, and the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, 

and thousands of thousands…” 

a. Dr. Liebenberg gives us a Jewish perspective here as he writes: “A Hebrewism for 

countless numbers is used here –“Myriads of myriads and chiliads of chiliads”. They 

surround the Lamb Who is in the “midst of the throne” (5:6). (Liebenberg, 2017) 

b. He also tells us: “There are three distinct classes present:  

i. Messengers (Angels) (Heb 1:4-14, 12:22) 

a. (turn to this passage and absorb the writing of the Exalted Son who 

is above the Angels.) 

ii. Living Creatures (Cherubim) or “zoa” in Greek (4:6-9), and  

iii. 24 Elders (4:4).” (Liebenberg, 2017)-(outline added) 

c. Jimmy Swaggart adds a little more detail about the “myriads of myriads”: “’Ten 

thousand’ is the greatest number expressed by the Greek vocabulary, and in itself may 

denote an unlimited number; but here we have a quadruple plural – ten thousands of 

ten thousands, and thousands of thousands – which the Greek actually says, ‘myriads 

of myriads,’ i.e., ‘an innumerable host’. (Swaggart, 2005) 

20. (v12) ‘“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain To receive power and riches and wisdom, And 

strength and honor and glory and blessing!”’ 

a. “ [Praise is] the inevitable climax of it all… it is the one gift that we who have nothing 

can give to Him who possesses all.” (Barclay) 

b. The title, “the Lamb,” is used for Jesus 28 times in Revelation and is the main image 

used for him in the book (see 5:6, note). Jesus is the worthy Lamb because his 

sacrificial death on the cross “takes away the sin of the world” (Jn 1:29). His marks 

bear witness to that sacrifice and signify his worthiness to be praised for his power, 

wealth and wisdom. Up to this time, the worship in John’s heavenly vision has been 
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directed to the One on the throne (God, the Father). When the Lamb takes the scroll, 

all of heaven sends up a great outburst of praise, honor and glory directed also to 

Christ (the only difference is that they praise in “a new song,” vv. 9-12). Jesus alone is 

worthy to take the scroll of earth’s destiny from the hand of him who sits on the 

throne (i.e., God, his Father) and to break its seals and reveal its contents (vv. 6-8). His 

worthiness comes not from his eternal deity (i.e., the fact that he is God) as the Son of 

God, but from his great work of redemption (i.e., salvation, rescue, restoration) as the 

Son of Man. Jesus will be loved and worshiped for all eternity as the Lamb of God who 

humbly sacrificed his life for us (cf. Php 2:6-11). (Fire Bible: A Study Bible for Spirit-led 

Living, 2001) 

c. Jack Van Impe expands on this passage with: “Notice that this passage is not a song. 

Nowhere does the Bible teach that angels sing. They recite their praise, whereas the 

Church Triumphant sings her glorious message. The angels, associated with the Lord 

since their creation, know Him as few know Him— for they have lived with Him for 

thousands of years. They praise the Lamb for seven reasons:  

i. His power.  

ii. His spiritual riches.  

iii. His wisdom.  

iv. His might.  

v. His honor.  

vi. His glory; and  

vii. His blessing.  (Van Impe) (outline added) 

d. Jimmy Swaggart adds this: “Through and by the Cross, the sevenfold Blessings is given 

to Christ and is given to us as well. Let us say it again and again. ‘The Cross! The Cross! 

The Cross!’” (Swaggart, 2005) 

21. Revelation 5:13-14 (NKJV) And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under 

the earth and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying: “Blessing and 

honor and glory and power Be to Him who sits on the throne, And to the Lamb, forever and 

ever!” 14 Then the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the twenty-four elders fell down 

and worshiped Him who lives forever and ever. 
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22. (v13a) “And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and 

such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying…” 

a. Jimmy Swaggart writes: “The Death of Christ as Atonement is the ground basis of the 

Restoration of all things, and is implied in Phil. 2:8-11” (Swaggart, 2005) 

i. Philippians 2:8-11 (NKJV) And being found in appearance as a man, He 

humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the 

death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given 

Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of 

those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus 

Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

23. (v13b) ‘“Blessing and honor and glory and power Be to Him who sits on the throne, And to 

the Lamb, forever and ever!”’ 

a. Jimmy Swaggart also writes: “What Jesus did at the Cross guaranteed the total defeat 

of Satan and all his minions of darkness, which will ultimately cleanse Heaven and 

Earth in totality and forever.” (Swaggart, 2005) 

b. Dr. Liebenberg references a passage in the book of 1 Chronicles. “Four-fold ascriptions 

of YHWH and Y’shua: 1) Blessing-worship, 2) Honour / respect reputation, 3) Glory / 

esteem praise, and 4) Power / might omnipotence. (Read what David said in 1 Chron 

29:10-15).” (Liebenberg, 2017) 

i. 1 Chronicles 29:10-15 (NKJV) Therefore David blessed the Lord before all 

the assembly; and David said: “Blessed are You, Lord God of Israel, our 

Father, forever and ever. 11 Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, The power and 

the glory, The victory and the majesty; For all that is in heaven and in earth 

is Yours; Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, And You are exalted as head over all. 

12 Both riches and honor come from You, And You reign over all. In Your 

hand is power and might; In Your hand it is to make great And to give 

strength to all. 13 “Now therefore, our God, We thank You And praise Your 

glorious name. 14 But who am I, and who are my people, That we should be 

able to offer so willingly as this? For all things come from You, And of Your 
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own we have given You. 15 For we are aliens and pilgrims before You, As 

were all our fathers; Our days on earth are as a shadow, And without hope.  

c. Five songs in total are sung in chapters 4 and 5:  

i. Song of adoration 4:8. 

a. “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to 

come!” 

ii. Song of Elohim’s creative power 4:11.  

a. “You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For 

You created all things, And by Your will they exist and were 

created.” 

iii. A new song by the Believers 5:9-10.  

iv. A song by the Messengers 5:12.  

v. A song sung by the whole creation 5:13.  

24. (v14) “Then the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the twenty-four elders fell down 

and worshiped Him who lives forever and ever.” 

a. “We seem to have in this chapter a throne room vision that parallels the stages of a 

coronation ceremony in antiquity – there is the announcement, the exaltation, and 

enthronement of the king.” (Witherington, 2003) 

b. Dr. Liebenberg end his commentary on chapter 5 with these words: “Amen means 

“Yes” or “So be it!” How wonderful it is when a congregation responds to someone’s 

prayer with a vigorous “AMEN / AMEIN”! (Sad to say, this practice seems to be dying 

out in the meetings, but I am glad to know it is still practiced in Heaven.)  

“Forever and ever” left out in some Bibles –check your Bible. (Liebenberg, 2017) 
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Appendix: The Kinsman Redeemer 

Note: Following is borrowed from Pastor Dan Goodwin’s writing on chapter 5. (Goodwin) 

Jesus takes the book from the Father because He, and only He, meets the requirements of Redeemer. 

To fully understand chapter 5 and this seven sealed book, the title deed to the earth, you need to 

understand the laws of the Kinsman redeemer of the Old Testament. Let me briefly explain this to you 

so that Revelation chapter 5 will make sense to you. A proper understanding of this chapter is 

important to understanding the rest of the book of Revelation. 

 In Genesis 3, a curse came upon the serpent, man, and all creation. Man's soul was redeemed at 

Calvary, (I Peter 1:18,23) his body will be redeemed at the rapture. (I John 3:1-2 and Romans 8:23) We 

know that Satan is never going to be redeemed, but what about the earth? Since we are coming back 

to this earth for 1000 years, it too must be redeemed. This shall take place during the tribulation, and is 

what the opening of the seals is all about. Romans 8:22 For we know that the whole creation groaneth 

and travaileth in pain together until now. This verse teaches that the whole world is in turmoil now 

because of the curse of God. See also Genesis 3:17-19 for a reference to this curse on the earth. 

To understand the right of the Kinsman Redeemer, we need to simply look at some Old Testament 

examples. There are three things that could be redeemed: 

1. Wife- The brother of the deceased husband was to take his brother's wife as his own, as long as 

he could support her. The church is the wife, the bride of Christ and was redeemed at Calvary. 

2. Slave- One who could not pay his debts became a slave to his creditor for 6 years. Praise God, 

we were slaves to sin, but Romans 6:1-14 tells us we are redeemed and do not have to be a 

slave to sin! In fact, the new man, your spirit, that has been born again, can NOT sin!   

1 John 3:9 Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and 

he cannot sin, because he is born of God. 

Our old man, the flesh, still sins. It is the old man that we struggle with, the flesh. This shall be 

redeemed at the rapture. So many go into false doctrine on this issue, some claim that if we 

continue in sin, we are not saved, and quote a verse like I John 3:9. Yet the Bible clearly says in 

the same book of I John 1:8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. Is this a contradiction in the Bible? No, it is speaking concerning the new man, the 

born again part, and the old man, the flesh. See Ephesians 4:22-24 That ye put off concerning 

the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; And be 

renewed in the spirit of your mind; And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created 

in righteousness and true holiness. ( see also Romans 6:6) 

3. Land- Lost due to debt. 

In the case of land, the Bible teaches the law of redemption concerning property, or land. In the 

case of property, unlike a slave or a widow, when a person lost his property due to debt, a scroll 

was written up by the judges and ownership of the land was transferred to the creditor. Kind of like 

a bank repossession or foreclosure in our day. However, this was not a permanent transfer in Old 

Testament days, as all land would go back to the original owner at the year of Jubilee. (I shall not 

deal with that in this lesson) A document, called a scroll, would be written up. Inside that scroll 

would be the terms of redemption for the property. In other words, the cost  of buying the land 

back. This scroll would then be sealed till the day a kinsman comes in to redeem the land, or the 
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debtor comes up with the money, or the day of Jubilee, which occurs every 50 years. This 

document is exactly what this scroll in Revelation 5 looks like! It too is sealed, and it too contains 

the terms of redemption of property, the deed to all the earth, which is right now ruled by Satan. 

You understand that man was given dominion over the earth, till he sinned and gave up that 

dominion to the devil? During the tribulation, the seven sealed book shall be opened and the terms 

of redemption of this sin cursed world shall be revealed and fulfilled by Christ, the Kinsman 

Redeemer. 

The book of Leviticus 25:1-55 gives us 3 qualifications of the one who would redeem property. This 

explains why none were found worthy in heaven and earth except the Lord Jesus. Let's look at these 

three requirements that Christ fulfilled: 

1. He must be a near kinsman of the person who lost the inheritance. Revelation 5:5 Jesus fulfilled 

this role. He is of the right tribe and lineage. 

2. He must be able to redeem it. He must have the financial ability to redeem it. Praise the Lord, 

"He owns the cattle on a thousand hills...." And He has the power and might to wrench it from 

the hands of Satan! You see, the devil is not going to let it go easily as the judges would; it must 

be taken by force by the Lord. 

3. He must be willing to redeem the property.  

The kinsman did not have to redeem the land if he did not choose to. (Ruth 4:1-12) But praise 

the Lord, Jesus is both willing and able to redeem the land. For examples of the Kinsman 

Redeemer, see Jeremiah 32:6-15, and book of Ruth chapter 1-4. 

So you see, for 6000 years this old earth has been owned by Satan and is groaning and travailing under 

the curse of sin. We have gone through the whole Church Age in chapters 2&3 the rapture has 

occurred in chapter 4, and now we see the scroll in the right hand of the Father that contains the terms 

of the redemption of this world. Heaven and earth were searched for one who was worthy, one who 

met the three requirements of the kinsman redeemer, and none was found. Now you understand why 

John was weeping? He knew the following: 

1. If the book is not opened and the earth redeemed, all the Old Testament prophecies to be  

fulfilled in the Millennium will be void. 

2. All creation will remain under the curse (Romans 8:22) 

3. Israel will never be restored (Romans 11:1-36) 

4. Many Bible promises will be unfulfilled. (Matthew 5:18) 

But praise the Lord, Jesus our Kinsman Redeemer meets the conditions, and is both willing and able to 

open the book and loose the seals of the book. There is great rejoicing in heaven over this event. In the 

next chapters, chapters 6-19, we shall see the awful terms of the redemption of this earth from the 

hands of Satan and from the curse of sin. Read again Daniel 9:24 and realize that the tribulation is not 

about Christians or the church, but rather about the redemption of the earth to make an end of sin, to 

make reconciliation, to anoint the Lord Jesus as King of Kings! It has all to do with Israel. God has one 

final week of years to deal with them and to bring in everlasting righteousness. 
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(note: The basic outline materials in this study was adapted from Truth Seekers Fellowship guide on 

“The Revelation of Jesus Christ”) (Tyson, 2018) 
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