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Keeping Connected during COVID   
     - by Chenda Bishop, Rector’s Warden 
     
         lory to God, whose power working in us can do……

Our focus continues to be on connection during this time when we cannot 
gather.  Parish Council members call every parishioner monthly with 
Parish news and encouragement for their day.  We delight in hearing your 
stories of  life during this COVID journey.  You uplift us with reflections 
on your faith, your resiliency, your hope for the good days to come.  We all 
agree we miss worship and fellowship as Church family and friends….but 
we seem to enjoy online services in comfort with coffee……  We may need 
to have a coffee dispenser installed in the narthex????

G

(continued on page 2)
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This spring season, with buildings empty, we 
encouraged some deep cleaning.  We thank Pam 
and Susan for their work decluttering and tidying 
the church cupboards and nooks. We thank those 
who have made several trips to the recycle center.
The weather warms and we encourage you 
to use the Meditation Garden for small group 
gatherings, coffee with a friend, lunch with a few.  
Bring your own refreshments and a couple of  
chairs and enjoy this welcoming space.

Our April Nimpkish Regional meeting via zoom 
was our first gathering with Bishop Anna.  We 
received an overview of  items on the agenda of  
the Synod gathering on May 29th.  St. Mark’s 
was well represented by Elizabeth, Chenda, 
Cynthia, Carolyn, Wendy, Diane and Neil in 
attendance.

In May the Synod session will also be in a zoom 
format.  St. Mark’s delegates are Elizabeth, 
Chenda and Cynthia with Alternates Carolyn 
and Wendy at the ready to sub in if  required.  
They are studying the information on the 
Diocesan website in preparation. 

The church gardens continue to be maintained 
by a group of  enthusiastic gardeners every 
Tuesday morning.  Everyone is welcome and 
there is a job for all. The tool shed has been 
decluttered. 

We give thanks and hold in prayer our Venerable 
Elizabeth and Administrator Pam and the team 
of  volunteers who offer their time and talents to 
keep our Parish alive and connected.   We give 
thanks for every parishioner as you continue 
to live your faith in connection and support of  
others.  

…..infinitely more than we can ask or 
imagine.  

Keeping Connected... (cont’d from first page)

 FROM THE 

ARCHIVES 
                      - by John Smith

An article in The Canadian Churchman in 1927 read:

Early visitors to the beautiful summer resort of  Qualicum 
Beach on Vancouver Island, during the season of  1926, 
were surprised to find a new church in the process of  
building, occupying the high ground overlooking the golf  links 
and beautiful bay beyond. Qualicum Beach ---is already 
one of  the noted beauty spots of  this coast. Its sandy beach 
attracting tourists from the western side of  this continent, and 
the prominent position given to the new building is not the 
least of  the things which impresses the newcomer.

Twenty-five years later, the Diocese had a quarterly 
publication called ‘The Challenge’. 
The following appeared in it.

The occasion of  the 25th anniversary of  the dedication of  
St. Mark’s, Qualicum Beach, provided an opportunity to 
make a suitable presentation to Col. A. Playfair, who has 
been People’s Warden for 23 years.

Twenty three years! Now, there’s dedication for you! 
And it looks as if  he wasn’t stepping down just yet. 
Maybe they couldn’t find anyone else to take his place!

St. Mark’s from 1994, before the Nave extension, the 
Narthex, and the Church Hall were added



 - 3 - 

   ELIZABETH’S 

  QUIRKS & QUARKS
                                                          

I last wrote in this space about ‘doors’ and I thought 
it might be a good idea to continue the theme of  ‘new 
doors to faith’ with this issue of  the Lamplighter. The 
door to this marvelous Anglican community is at 
present ‘closed’ for our health and safety, but the church 
has never been closed, for we are the body of  Christ, 
called and guided to be the hands and feet of  Christ, 
building the kingdom of  God. I have always loved the 
poem by Teresa of  Avila:

“Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but 
yours. Yours are the eyes through which he looks with compassion 
on this world. Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good. 
Yours are the hands through which he blesses all the world. Yours 
are the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are his 
body. Christ has no body now on earth but yours.”

Christ’s body needs no doors to keep people either ‘in’ 
or ‘out’ - thanks be to God! We are recognizing that 
foundational teaching of  Christian faith. 

But then my wondering turned to trying to discern how 
it is that the church will change, once we are able to 
fling open the physical doors of  our church community. 
I believe that some things will remain the same, yet 
some things will be different and somewhat challenging. 
So, how do we prepare our hearts for this new day?  I 
think that we need to remember a few foundational 
beliefs that the Christian community has taught, 
gleaned from the teachings of  Jesus.

First of  all, we need to remember that God has 
promised to be with us always. Remember the covenant 
made with our ancestor Abraham? God says, “I am your 
God, you are my people, and I will be with you always.” That 
covenant has never wavered. Then Jesus declares that 
he is the fulfilment of  the covenant, and Paul reminds 
us, “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 

height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of  God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
(Rom 8:38-39)

At the Parish of  St Mark, we are continually in 
prayer and knowing the need to reach out to both 
the community and the world through our actions. In 
this Lamplighter, you’ll find stories of  ways in which 
some of  your neighbours are finding new ways to keep 
the doors of  faith open and alive. My prayer for us 
all is that, as we continue in virtual worship, perhaps 
throughout the summer months, your worship life will 
grow and be inspired by the Spirit who never leaves us 
wanting.

“Hold on! ... Christ isn’t done with us yet” - as the 
slogan goes. Or to put it in more ‘theological’ terms, 
“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not 
know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes 
with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, 
knows what is the mind of  the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes 
for the saints according to the will of  God. We know that all 
things work together for good for those who love God, who are 
called according to his purpose.”                       (Rom 8:26 - 28)

 

ST. MARK’S SERVICE UPDATE  
The Diocese has announced we will not be 
going back to in-house services any time soon 
(probably September). Summer services will still 
be available as “Live Feeds” on Facebook and 
on Zoom. Please check stmarkqualicum.ca for 
updates, bulletins and Zoom links for services. 

WEEKLY SERVICES:
 Sundays at 10:00 am    
 Wednesdays at 11:30 am
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PARISHIONER PROFILE: 

BLAIR MEADOWS
                                                       -  by John Smith

  lair’s twin brother Mur says Blair’s life is more  
like a good movie or a classic novel, and he should 
know – he’s a screen writer. Even Blair’s birth was 
dramatic; he delayed his entrance onto the world stage 
until 3 hours after Mur was born, and it was assumed 
he wasn’t alive. Not only was he alive, but he and Mur 
each weighed over 8 pounds – the heaviest twins born 
in Canada at that time! His mother called him her 
miracle baby.

But then, you can expect drama in the genes when your 
great grandmother is “Cougar Annie”, the Clayoquot 
Sound pioneer.

Blair was born in Nanaimo, and raised in Port Alberni, 
so he’s an authentic mid-Island boy. His father, a Steam 
Technician, worked at several Island pulp mills. But, 
“Ours was a fractured family”. After the boys saved 
their mother from an attack by their alcoholic father, 
Blair and Mur, aged seven, were taken into protective 
custody. Blair’s mother remarried, but Blair’s step-father 
was an even worse alcoholic, and Blair’s school 
experience was no better. He took karate lessons so that 
he could defend against a gang which would waylay 
him on his way home. When Blair graduated school, 
he was thrown out of  home, and after couch-surfing 
for a while, became homeless in Victoria. He couldn’t 
get a job as BC was in a recession, and couldn’t get a 
meal from the soup kitchen, where he was told to go 
make up with his parents. Blair refused to seek welfare 
or beg, and was sleeping under the Gorge Bridge when 
it rained.

So on April 15, 1982, nineteen-year old Blair 
Meadows, who hadn’t eaten for three days, walked 
into the Victoria Recruitment Centre and told them 
if  they didn’t take him today, he would walk across the 

street and rob the liquor store so that he could go to 
jail, where he would be fed. He told them his name was 
‘Desperate’. He was signed up that day, and the next 
day he was onto basic training. “It wasn’t my salvation 
– it was a last resort.” He was in the military for almost 
twenty-one years.

Blair’s varied army career started with the 1st Battalion, 
Royal Canadian Regiment, which included NATO 
exercises in Norway and Denmark, and a UN Peace 
Keeping Tour in Cyprus. While there, Blair and three 
other soldiers were kidnapped and held for ransom, 
with the very threat that they would be killed, and all 
four knew that neither the UN nor Canada would pay 
ransoms. Blair was injured during this, and they were all 
freed after a small boy saw where they were being held 
and went for help. The 1988 Nobel Peace Prize was 
awarded to the UN Peace Keeping Forces, and Blair has 
a copy of  the Award Certificate on his ‘Trophy Wall’.

B

Blair says his compassion dog, Farrah, saved his life. 
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Blair was then posted to Baden, West Germany for the 
last five years of  the Cold War, including the fall of  the 
Berlin Wall and the reunification of  Germany. During 
that time, Blair was seriously injured in an motorcycle 
accident, which included breaking his neck. His career 
in the Infantry was over, but he spent another ten years 
in the Army as an Administration Clerk, serving on 
several Forces Bases, and in recruiting.

During his army career, Blair married in Winnipeg and 
his bride went with him to Germany, where his twin 
daughters were born—twins run in the family—and 
they had a son in 1993. It was meant to have been a 
match made in heaven, but it wasn’t, and it came to an 
end in 2011.

Eventually the accumulation of  his 
horrific childhood, the Cyprus event, 
the accident and the stress of  army 
life caught up with him, and Blair 
was medically released due to his past 
injuries and being diagnosed with 
cumulative Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder.

But Blair’s service to his country was 
not over. Through the Public Service 
Commission, Blair spent fifteen years helping veterans 
with PTSD to find their way while he himself  was 
travelling that same journey. Part of  that story is why 
we at St. Mark’s recognize him as ‘that big guy with a 
little dog’. Vancouver Island Compassion Dogs (VICD) 
was established as an innovative  approach to alleviate 
PTSD symptoms and improve the mental health of  
veterans. And Blair and Farrah (named after Farrah 
Fawcett) – the first small dog in the program – will both 
tell you that the program works! “She saved my life,” 
Blair says.

Blair’s spiritual life is well-rooted. The women in his 
family (“not the men – they were heathens”) were 
church goers. He was an Altar Boy at All Saint’s in Port 

Alberni and attended Camp Moorecroft in Nanoose 
Bay, run by the United Church. During his army 
years, Blair was a warden at St. Chad’s in Winnipeg 
and the church in Utopia, Ontario while at Camp 
Borden.

Blair’s mother Pat, a parishioner at St. Mark’s well 
known for her cookies and work in the Women’s 
Guild, was diagnosed with Pick’s Disease, so Blair 
moved to Qualicum Beach in 2012 to care for her 
until her death Jan 2014. During this time of  yet 
another personal tragedy, Blair had professional help, 
and was also supported emotionally by his brother 
Mur and spiritually by the Revs Alan Naylor, Susan 

Hayward-Brown, Andrew Twiddy and 
Bruce McIntyre at Knox United. Blair 
became a regular member of  the 8:30 
Sunday congregation, and overcame 
his symptoms to become a sub-deacon, 
reader, prayer team member, and served 
two years on Parish Council.

Blair has always felt he has the gift of  
healing and has felt guided to work 
in this ministry. Bruce McIntyre at 
Knox United trained Blair in Healing 

Pathways, to the point that he said “the student has 
become the teacher.” Blair says, “I don’t heal people, 
God does – I guide people to heal themselves.” On 
several occasions Blair has experienced the presence 
of  angels, including his departed mother. These 
wonderful experiences started his journey and the 
study of  Angelology.

Blair’s description of  PTSD is harrowing. At one 
point, for him, everything was over. “When you 
wake up in the morning, you have two choices: have 
a shower or kill yourself.” It is a tribute to programs 
such as VICD, some caring people, and to Blair’s 
abiding faith that he is not only with us today, but is 
also helping others to find their faith and their way.

Blair spent fifteen 

years helping 

veterans with PTSD 

to find their way 

while he himself was 

travelling that same 

journey.
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EDUCATION: 

MESSY CORNER

Lenten photos
h Lenten Packages 
ready for delivery! 

Jack and Leah plant 
their trees from the 
Lenten Package   g

Daniel, aged 2 1/2, 
works on the desert 

from his Messy Lenten 
Package   i

HEBCA

KBCTEU

OSVHLE

KAPR

NVCIAOTA

NIPCCI

WSISMITU

PNICMAG

MUMERS

HSRTOS

WORD SCRAMBLE

Summer

Guess who this adorable young lad is.  
If you’d like to submit a photo of a younger you, 

please email Barb at bhgs54@gmail.com.  

Answer is on page 16. 

GUESS WHO ’?
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   LEADERSHIP:
  COUNCIL CHECK-IN
                                                              

In addition to Elizabeth and our intrepid Wardens 
getting together regularly, Parish Council still meets 
monthly, though zoomily. Here is a quick overview 
of  some of  Parish Council’s current agenda items.

In conformity with our Bishop’s instructions, 
Services continue to be celebrated online. The 
Sunday Service is at 10:00 am, and the Wednesday 
Reflection and Prayer is at 11:30 am. Pianist 
Andrea is recovering from an accident, so music is 
provided by the talented team of  David Hitchcock, 
Jenny Vincent and Joan Paton. Packages with 
service details are being mailed or delivered to 
those who have requested them. Let the office 
know if  you would like to be added to the list.  And 
Messy Church is still in business, despite Covid. 
Anyone interested in helping with this essential 
ministry can talk to Elizabeth. We all look forward 
to worshipping together soon.

We now have a secure mail box installed on 
the door to the church office. So, in addition to 
using it for communications with the office, you 
can safely leave your regular offerings there. We 
mention this because Neil Vennard, our Treasurer, 
has reported to Council that, due to Covid 
restrictions, our offerings revenue is significantly 
below budget, while we still have ongoing expenses. 
So, in addition to making offerings by way of  
PADs (Parish Automated Deposits) or by mail, 
parishioners can now safely make their offerings by 
using the office mail box.

Talking of  the office, it is due for a spruce-up. 
With Parish Council’s approval to get quotes and 
proceed with the work, the present carpeting will 
be removed and replaced by vinyl plank flooring. 
Elizabeth and Pam are delighted!

The Garden of  Remembrance is close to full, so plans 
are afoot for its enlargement. An expansion design was 
presented to Parish Council, and after quotes were 
reviewed, Council voted to proceed, using funds from 
the Garden of  Remembrance Fund. Also the fencing 
around the Meditation Garden needs to be replaced, 
and Parish Council authorized that this proceed. While 
on the subject of  the church gardens, a small group 
of  hardy volunteers gathers at the church on Tuesday 
mornings at 9:30 to do clean-up. Anyone interested in 
helping out can come along.

An intriguing presentation was made to Parish Council 
to establish and operate a Wellness Centre in the 
basement. It’s early days, but a committee of  Council is 
looking into this. Stay tuned!

Caroline surveys the property for Garden of Remembrance 
enlargement, with a little help from a friend. 
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MUSIC REVIEW
           -  by Sue Smith

O sing unto the Lord a new song: let the congregation of  saints 
praise him. (Psalm 149)
The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want. (Psalm 23)
I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills: O whence cometh my help. 
(Psalm 121)

Which of  us cannot relate to the sense of  mystery 
and comfort that the words of  the Psalms bring to our 
lives?  Hymns or songs of  praise, laments or songs of  
thanksgiving - from the very beginning the Psalms, 
filled with poetic imagery, were designed to have 
musical accompaniment.  Since early times, the singing 
of  psalms has been an important part of  the Christian 
Church.  Following the Reformation, psalms sung to 
Anglican chant were appointed for both Morning and 
Evening Prayer.  

The composers featured on this recording, Psalms for 
the Soul, have a close relationship with the Anglican 
church, either in cathedral contexts or in one of  the 
Oxford or Cambridge College Chapels. 
Their Psalm settings vary in style from the traditional, 
to the subtle, to the majestic; another three are full 
scale anthems.  The Reproaches, the words of  the 
crucified Christ to his ungrateful people adapted 
for the Anglican Good Friday liturgy and The 
Lamentations of  Jeremiah from the Jewish 
tradition, often used in Christian Holy Week 
services, are also included.

While we seldom sing psalms as part of  our 
regular worship at St. Mark’s, we can always 
appreciate listening to top-notch performances.  
The Choir of  St. John’s, Elora, Ontario, 
under the direction of  Noel Edison deliver an 
experience rich with superb diction, accurate 
intonation and flawless interpretation.  This 
is imaginative Anglican psalm singing at its 
very best. 

FROM THE KITCHEN
This issue of  Lamplighter features 
an old recipe from Sue Smith’s 
great-grandmother’s Charlevoix 
cookbook.  Considering the fact that 
we’ve been isolating for so long, we’ve 
come to feel like ‘hermits’.  Hope 
you’ll enjoy this timely recipe.

Hermits 
Ingredients 

1 c. melted butter
1 1/2 c. white sugar
3 eggs
1 c. raisins
1/2 c. mixed peel/cherries
1 c. chopped pecans or walnuts
3 c. white flour
2 tsp. cinnamon
1 tsp. ground cloves
1 tsp. baking soda in 2 tbsp. water

Directions
- Mix ingredients in order. 
- Drop by heaped teaspoon on ungreased 
  cookie sheet.
- Bake at 350F for 10 – 12 minutes 

     or until golden.  

Enjoy! 
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  MANNA MINISTRY 
              -  by Diane Hutchison

             

You remember the story – The People of  God 
cried out in the wilderness, and God provided them 
with water, manna, and guidance enabling them to 
continue their journey.

The Manna Homeless Society in Oceanside seeks to 
help the homeless and those at risk of  homelessness 
by listening to their needs, getting to know them 
one-on-one, and providing, without judging, but with 
dignity and respect, water, food, clothing and shelter, 
as well as counsel for meeting the challenges of  
moving forward in their lives.

Robin and Sylvia Campbell and a band of  tireless 
volunteers operate this ministry out of  the white 
truck and van seen on Saturdays and mid-week 
in Parksville, and a storage building at the North 
Island Wildlife Recovery Centre in Errington. They 
offer emergency outreach, contact, and genuine 
conversation.

Daily they seek out those living rough – the 
vulnerable young man whose shelter is riddled with 
mould, the family tenting in the woods after a job 
disappeared, a middle-aged woman trying to keep 
safe alone rather than be abused. Whether it is 
with a bag of  food, a warm jacket, fresh socks and 
underwear, a tarp or a bicycle, Manna brings hope 
and connectedness back into each life.

The volunteers can’t do this work alone. St. Mark’s 
has striven over the years to support them through 
the collection of  warm socks, mitts, and toques on 
our “Advent Tree” in the Narthex. We had a coat 
collection once. But what would our participation 
look like if  we checked in the garage for a bike that 
could be used by someone to get to a job on time? 

or camping gear (lantern, tarp, eating utensils, pots) 
we’ve put aside? or added a bag of  black socks, juice 
boxes, or women’s undies to our shopping cart in 
August instead of  waiting ‘til November? What if, 
instead of  birthday gifts to family members who have 
much, we made a donation in their name? 

Manna Homeless Society is a registered charity able 
to issue tax receipts for donations. Items needed are 
listed on their website: 
www.mannahomelesssociety.com 

Donations can be dropped off at North Island 
Wildlife Recovery Centre, 1280 Leffler Road, 
Errington, B.C. PO Box 389, V0R 1V0 or at the 
Manna Van, 245 W. Hirst Avenue, Parksville, B.C. 
any Saturday.

Sylvia Campbell, Chief Michael, Retired Bishop Logan 
McMenamie and Robin Campbell
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  LOVE MY NEIGHBOUR
           -  by Joe Forsyth

Have you found that sometimes God creeps up 
on you when you least expect it? That happened 
to me recently when I got an email about a blog 
that “makes some good points about the Christian 
response to the pandemic.” The blog was by 
Steve Bell, the Canadian composer and singer of  
contemporary Christian music.

Bell wrote about his experience with Covid, and 
about global vaccine inequity. Of  course, I knew that 
vaccines are being pumped into the arms of  folks like 
me in wealthy countries, and thought that the Covax 
scheme was looking after poorer countries. That 
turned out to be an optimistic thought.
A friend pointed Bell in the direction of  the 
Canadian project called Love My Neighbour, and 
now I, as your friend, am pointing you in the same 
direction. Operating in co-operation with UNICEF, 
here is some information about the Project.

“Love My Neighbour is a national movement for global 
vaccine equity, inspired by Millenium Kids and Canadian 
Faith communities to raise funds to help increase 
equitable access and delivery of  COVID 19 vaccines to 
communities living in vulnerable circumstances around the 
world. We know the pandemic won’t be over for anyone 
until it’s over for everyone. 

Gift a 2-dose vaccine to a global neighbour 
with your donation of $25, or split the cost 
with a friend. 

This includes vaccines, per-person cost for transport, 
cold chain protection, health worker training, and safe 
disposal of  needles and waste. Global vaccination against 
COVID-19 is the biggest health project in our lifetime – 
and you can help!”

As I read about this I was reminded of  some words of  
the song we often sing – you will know the first line, 
“Will you come and follow me?”

Will you let the blinded see if  I but call your name?
Will you let the prisoners free and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen?
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

My call is for you to join Kay and me and help 
support this worthy initiative in which the Anglican 
Church of  Canada is a partner. As you get your 
second vaccination, will you bring protection 
to someone in need? Here is the link for more 
information and how to donate.

https://fundraise.unicef.ca/lovemyneighbour 

.

Canadian Steve Bell is a well known 
Christian musican and composer. 
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  ADMINISTRATION:

  TREASURER’S REPORT
              -  by Neil Vennard

I often felt that when a Parish Treasurer got up to 
speak to the congregation, I was going to end up 
feeling guilty, my wallet would be a bit lighter, or 
both.  Now, as Treasurer, I feel my job is to inform 
the Parish of  our financial situation so that we can 
make decisions about how to proceed.  I don’t see 
my job as fundraising, trying to increase donations, 
and definitely not making anyone feel guilty.

As everyone knows, the last year has been a 
challenge. Our lives have been turned upside down 
by the effects COVID-19 has had on society.  Our 
Parish life has changed in ways that I never thought 
it would.  Who could have imagined at Christmas 
2019 that a few months later we would not be 
able to gather and worship 
at St Mark’s, and would have 
to watch the service on a 
computer screen?

Not being able to gather to 
worship has had an effect on 
our bottom line.  Donations are 
down but Elizabeth, Chenda 
and Terry have been working to 
keep expenses under control as 
best they can. 

Instead of  concentrating on 
what we lost I want to take this 
opportunity to thank all of  you 
who have continued to donate 
faithfully so that St Mark’s can 
proclaim the Good News of  
the Risen Lord, and God’s 
love for all.

With the church closed for non-essential visitors, 
contributing has been a challenge.  To help with 
this, Parish Council has had a mail slot made in the 
office door so that donations can be dropped off 
without entering the building.  Of  course, donations 
can always be made by mail, but if  you prefer, 
arrangements can be made to pick up offerings. Just 
contact me, Elizabeth or one of  the Wardens.

If  anyone would like to have a copy of  our financial 
statements, please contact me and I will be happy to 
pass them along and answer any question you might 
have.

Gill Connor drops an envelope into the new mail slot in the office door. 
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Here we are again, following another 3 
months of COVID restrictions. I know we’ve 
all missed attending our church and being 
together socially. But we hope the news and 
stories we share about several of St. Mark’s 
parishioners will help keep us connected in 
mind and heart even though we are apart. 
Many thanks to all who have contributed 
their news and photos for this issue of 
Lamplighter. Please contact Sue Smith 
(sueandjohn@shaw.ca or 250-594-3750) if 
you’d like to give us your news for our next 
edition coming out in August.

When Vera Brassel and her husband Ray 
arrived in Montreal in 1962, and then gradually 
moved across Canada, they knew it would be 
difficult to keep in touch with everybody.  However, 
about a year ago, Vera had a call from her 
son who said he had been contacted by a lady 
called Valerie, from England, who had seen 
his name on Facebook and wondered if  his 
mother was Vera, a cousin of  hers!  Their 
mothers were two of  their grandparents’ seven 
children, and Valerie had kept in touch with 
most of  the cousins.  She has now sent Vera 
photographs and even the family tree dating 
back to 1876!  Vera hadn’t met them all, as 
World War II separated some of  them and 
they never met up again.  However, Valerie 
has passed on the news and apparently Vera is 
still remembered!  She is the nonagenarian of  
the cousins now living!  While she wishes she 
had met more of  them, Vera feels that she is 
back in the family once again!

Joan Paton and her husband Cliff are leading 
a very quiet life but appreciating the arrival of  
spring, with all its beauty, from their covered patio, 
watching a resident family of  goldfinches entertain 
with their antics.  They’ve taken short drives and 
have now explored most of  the gravel roads of  
the area.  While Cliff enjoys several golf  games a 
week and curling on TV, Joan (after 4 eye surgeries 
and several changes of  glasses) is again able to 
quilt, sew masks and teddy bears, focus on piano 
music, and - best of  all - drive after not doing so 
for quite a while.  She keeps busy with yard work, 
meal making, a daily Sudoku puzzle, a bit of  pastel 
drawing, and an evening walk in her new Tilley 
hat.  She spent considerable time going through 
photos and organizing them in little albums; and, 
while so many memories of  travels, friends and 
experiences made this project slow going, she and 
Cliff feel blessed by these treasured images. Joan 

has kept in touch 
with their Alberta 
family, nursing 
classmates and 
teaching colleagues 
by Facebook and 
FaceTime, but surely 
misses personal 
contact.  She’s also 
missing choir, bells 
and live concerts, 
but feels, if  one must 
isolate, our beautiful 
Island is the place to 
do it. 

AROUND THE PARISH 
                                                                                                                     - by Sue Smith and friends
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Arlene & John England are very much enjoying 
their “Suite of  Rooms” at the Berwick with excellent 
and varied meals and a real theatre for concerts, 
pre-recorded for now (Dave Klinger piano concert, 
Victoria Symphony).  They do miss their BIG garden 
but have managed to make their patio into a spring 
(and summer) garden.  Recently, a bus trip took them 
to Milner Gardens, a return to the beautiful spot 
where they volunteered so much of  their “mid-life 
years”.  They like getting out to the shops to keep 
abreast of  the town people, plus they have two sons 
living nearby (one in their Mill Road house) who 
take care of  many things outside of  the ordinary 
shopping.  While they miss the clergy and services 
at St. Mark’s and our dear congregation, John and 
Arlene are very thankful for the large envelope 
delivered with all the services, the readings and a 
personally written note from Elizabeth.

Gill Connor advises all fellow parishioners that 
she and Paul are both well, and although missing 
the socializing and busy-ness of  before, they are 
ever grateful that they live where they do.  Gill has 
kept a commitment to walk 10,000 steps a day (7-8 
kms) and that has compensated for the increased 

output from her kitchen!  Facetime has been 
a wonderful way to keep in touch with the 
kids and grandkids, but they sure can’t wait for 
those first real hugs.  They hope to see you all 
again soon. xx

AROUND THE PARISH

Although Zoom is providing a reasonable alternative, 
Joe & Kay Forsyth are missing seeing everyone 
in person at church.  And because everyone in their 
son’s family works, they have also missed seeing 
them, but they have managed a couple of  wonderful 
get-togethers at Rathtrevor Park on Easter Sunday 
and Mother’s Day.  Joe keeps busy providing spiritual 
direction, continuing with his bible study group 
which meets in their garden, gardening, doing jigsaw 
puzzles and genealogical research, and serves on 
the education committee of  the Qualicum Beach 
Family History Society.  As well as her card making 
and card making classes, Kay meets on Zoom with 
her bible study group and enjoys gardening with the 
many spring blooms now out and watching the many 
birds which come to the feeders.  Recently they have 
spent (wasted?) many hours 
watching the international 
and national curling games 
taking place in Calgary.  
They are both hoping – 
after their cancelled trip 
to England last year – that 
their other son and family 
might make it to Canada 
later this year.

One of Kay Forsyth’s 
original cards
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Enjoying the prolonged isolation by mostly keeping 
to a regular routine has been a survival technique 
for many.  Maggie & Neil Vennard have found 
it makes everything seem more normal.  Their 
routine revolves around nature and what one can 
do outside, with inside activities on days that the 
weather does not cooperate. This is interspersed 
with Zoom, Skype and WhatsApp meetings with 
various clubs, friends and family.  While online they 
also have fun practising their French (which is very 
rusty) with the grandchildren who are all in French 
immersion.  Hopefully it all helps to keep the brains 
active; it definitely combats the loneliness of  not 
seeing everyone in person.  Many days include a brisk 
walk around the neighbourhood - on a trail, in the 
forest or at the beach.  They do gardening as needed, 
with Neil doing the harder manual work and Maggie 
looking after detail; she’s great with a hoe and precise 
edgings!!!  Neil’s boat and fishing take up hours of  
his time, more working on it rather than getting out 
on the water!  And there’s always house maintenance 
and projects which have expanded to fill their time.  
Future travel planning is something they love to do; 
and trips that had been booked to Europe and Palm 
Springs are now rescheduled. They are both excited 
and eager to get on with their lives!!!

Covid life has been fairly consistent for Barb Hicks 
&  Brian Okell. They continue to golf  three times 
a week, hike often, and Barb swims twice a week at 
Ravensong. It’s good to stay active! Barb’s daughter 
Lisa has been dealing with serious medical issues 
since October, but she and husband Les decided 
to move to the island to monitor the build of  their 
new house. Barb was sailing back and forth to North 
Vancouver to help with packing and to ease their 
stress level (from one bubble to another). Everyone 
is now vaccinated, and they are settled in nicely 
in Qualicum Beach. Barb is enjoying having her 
daughter in the same town for the first time in 
twenty-five years. 

March 22 was World Water Day and the small educational group Lally Grauer belongs 
to called AGWA (Arrowsmith GroundWater Alliance) – Mt Arrowsmith being our 
watershed) designed a decal which Lally took around to local businesses promoting 
the excellent quality of  Qualicum Beach tap water. Who needs that expensive, 
environmentally damaging bottled water? The local Streamkeepers helped with the 
cost of  the decal. In April she and another member of  AGWA volunteered to help 
monitor wetlands for studies carried out by the Mt Arrowsmith Biosphere Region 
Research Institute (MABRRI). And, she has discovered wonderful online art classes from 
St. Ives, Cornwall (she does watercolour and pen and ink), and is learning to do abstracts. decal designed 

by  AGWA
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As many of  you know, Michele & Harry 
Bassett moved to their new condo in Qualicum’s 
town centre in March 2020 just as lockdown began 
so they haven’t got to know all their neighbours 
yet.  All coffee mornings, happy hour gatherings, 
etc., are on hold at the present; but they do manage 
to meet neighbours in the corridors and in the lift.  
Most days they manage to get out for a walk and 
for Harry to play golf.  One of  the perks of  their 
new abode is Harry’s relief  not having to tend a 
large garden.  As yet, they haven’t found all their 
possessions and are still downsizing.  (Doesn’t that 
happen to most of  us when we move??)  They’ve 
renewed all washbasins, work surfaces, kitchen and 
bathroom floors, all kitchen cupboards, and are 
waiting for a new shower to be fitted.  

Recently Michele was reading and Harry was 
watching golf  when there was a dreadful explosion 
in the kitchen.  Rushing in, they discovered the 
microwave on fire, huge flames leaping out of  it, 
broken glass everywhere and a lot of  black mess.  
Harry managed to put out the fire and took the 
microwave to the local dump. You may remember, 
in the fall issue of  the Lamplighter we ran another 
of  Harry’s encounters with the microwave.  This 
time he was heating up a pair of  handwarmers 
before playing golf. Apparently he put them in the 
microwave for some 10 minutes to warm them and 
it blew up!  Yikes!! 

Over the winter, Hamish &  
Caroline Adam completed 
a much needed renovation of  
their living room - including a 
13 foot long storage unit and 
new lighting. 

Spring saw them adding to 
their “homestead”, and the 
kitchen garden created a year 
ago and the new greenhouse 
are beginning to show signs 
of  early production. 6 laying hens have come to join 
the family, so Hamish built them a home (and as he is 
incapable of  doing anything simply) they have a palace 
awaiting them!!! Hamish works weekday mornings in 
his ‘home office’, now located in the cabin built to house 
visiting family (well that hasn’t happened!) with the added 
benefit of  being able to separate work from home life; 
much healthier for everyone. They both are trying to 
improve their golf  game, playing several times a week at 
Pheasant Glen golf  course; but as all golfers know, it’s an 
ongoing ‘journey’. Caroline has started working at the 
local Mass Immunization clinics 3-4 evenings a week, 
so maybe she’ll get to see some of  you for your Covid19 
vaccinations!

AROUND THE PARISH
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Parish Office (Pam): 250-752-5414 • admin@stmarkqualicum.ca
OFFICE HOURS: 9am - 3pm Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday

Rector (Elizabeth): 250-240-2418 • enorthcott@bc.anglican.ca

Rector’s Warden (Chenda): 250-947-9788 • wardens@stmarkqualicum.ca

People’s Warden (Terry): 250-240-4330 • wardens@stmarkqualicum.ca

FaceBook: www.facebook.com/stmarkqb  •  Website: stmarkqualicum.ca

138 Hoylake Rd W.
Qualicum Beach, BC  

V9K 1K3
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Robyn Willis
December 11, 1945 – March 29, 2021

Robyn passed away in peace March 29, 
2021 after a short battle with cancer.  
We will miss her wit, sense of humour 
and joie de vivre.  Widow of Reverend 
Canon Don Willis, she enjoyed travel, 
church activities, playing cards as well as 
the ukulele and handbells.  Robyn was a 
shopper extraordinaire and shared many 
of her ‘finds’ with her friends! 

Daphne Kellett
December 3, 1920 – April 13, 2021

Daphne, a beloved mother, grandmother, 
great-grandmother, friend and neighbour, 
passed away after a long and fulfilling 
life.  A resident of Qualicum Beach 
since 1987, Daphne had many different  
interests and passions and was a great 
conversationalist.   

I  M
Bertie Farmer

Bertie (full name Bertie Irene 
Campbell Farmer) passed away 
in peace this past March.  This is 
a photo from her granddaughter 
Jenn’s wedding in 2011.

    n          emoriam 

ANSWER TO GUESS WHO from page 6:  Neil Vennard


