
Sisters and brothers in Christ, 

Grace and peace to you in our risen and ascended Lord Jesus Christ. 

Let me begin by expressing my appreciation and gratitude for the people of the Diocese of Calgary. To 

say that these last fourteen months have been difficult is an understatement. You have been asked to 

make sacrifices that few of us could ever have imagined. Not being able to meet in person, not being 

able to sing together, not being able to receive communion in the ways that we have become 

accustomed, not being able to grieve with family and friends at funeral services or celebrate at 

weddings. All these things and more have taken their toll as they have deeply reduced basic human 

interaction that normally allows us to thrive. Even as we grieve these things, we recognize that 

remarkable efforts have been made in our parishes to maintain community, to worship together in new 

ways, and to continue to serve a world in need. There are signs of hope that this pandemic will loosen its 

grip on our lives and that those things of Church that we miss will be restored to us again. I encourage 

you to stay strong as we continue to run with perseverance this race that has been set before us. We 

have struggled yet have overcome. We feel beaten down yet are resilient and continue to press forward. 

I would like to offer my thanks to The Very Rev. Leighton Lee, Dean of Calgary, who has served as Chair 

of our Diocesan COVID-19 Task Force over the course of this last year. As most of you will know, 

Leighton is leaving our diocese and will be taking up responsibilities in the Diocese of Niagara. This of 

course means that he has retired as Chair of the COVID-19 Task Force. To fill the vacancy created by 

Dean Lee’s departure, I am pleased to appoint The Ven. Noel Wygiera, Archdeacon of Rocky Mountain, 

to the position of Chair of the Diocesan COVID-19 Task force and I ask God’s blessing on him and the 

Task Force as he takes on this important role.  

On behalf of the COVID-19 Task Force, I would like to address an apparent discrepancy between the last 

letter issued by the Task Force, which mandated the suspension of in-person worship, and an update 

that appeared in a recent edition of the Diocesan Newsletter. The issue has to do with the number of 

people who can be present in a church building. In our case, this would be for the recording of services 

or for the purpose of creating live streamed services as in-person worship currently remains suspended 

throughout the Diocese. The letter was very specific with numbers whereas the Newsletter update 

seemed open to other possibilities. To correct this discrepancy, the Task Force now offers the following 

guidance: AHS mandates that in areas of high case loads the maximum number of in-person attendees is 

15. This is regardless of the size of the building. (In locations where lower case restrictions are in effect, 

the limit is 15% of fire code capacity of the building). While it is permissible to have up to 15 people 

present, it is strongly recommended that the least number of people required be present. Take into 

consideration the unique circumstances of the building when determining the acceptable number; size 

and ventilation capacity among other things are important variables. Adherence to current AHS 

guidance is mandatory not only in the recording or live streaming of services, but also when setting up 

and taking down these services. Current AHS guidance for Places of Worship is expansive and covers 

many possible scenarios. Please consult it to ensure best practices are adhered to according to local 

need and circumstance. It can be found here: https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/2be831dd-d83e-42da-

b634-6bc6d5232d1a/resource/829e11bf-0b43-4fa6-9b66-3b7168d46270/download/covid-19-relaunch-

guidance-places-of-worship-2021-04-06.pdf 

The COVID-19 Task Force will be moving to a pattern of more frequent, consistent communication. 

While you can still expect letters such as this one from time to time, regular communication will happen 
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via the Diocesan Newsletter. If you do not receive the Newsletter, please consider subscribing. This is 

easily done by scrolling to the bottom of the homepage on the diocesan website: 

https://www.calgary.anglican.ca/ 

The Newsletter updates may cover a variety of topics related to being Church in this time of pandemic. 

We recognize that much has been learned by people in our parishes over this past year. To this end, the 

Task Force would like to invite stories of success and encouragement that can be shared in the 

Newsletter. For example, “What creative and novel ways of connecting and caring for people have born 

fruit in your parish?” Please share so that others might benefit from your creativity.  

This has been a trying year but there is hope that in the not-too-distant future, especially as vaccinations 

become more widespread, we will be able to return to in-person worship. I encourage you to remain 

patient and to comply with AHS guidance so that we can all get to that point sooner than later. 

May God bless you and give you strength to persevere. 

In Christ, 
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