
Online Joint Worship for the Mid Fraser Cluster  
Aldergrove, Gladwin Heights, St. Andrew's  

and Trinity Memorial United Churches 
 

The 7th Sunday of Easter  
May 16th, 2021 

Thank you for Connecting for Worship 
Today’s Leadership includes 

Preacher: The Rev. Tim Bowman 
Presiding: The Rev. Michael Hare 

The Rev. Bill Booth 
Song Leader: Deborah Handley & Jerry Johnson 

Technical Support: Jeremy Wright 

 
People are invited to share their prayers in the chat during the worship service. 

 
WE GATHER AS GOD'S PEOPLE 

 
Words of Welcome, Announcements from Each Congregation 

Land Acknowledgement 

As we gather in this place we give thanks for the Stó:lō  people. We acknowledge 

the commitment that they have made since time immemorial caring for the land 

and the waters.  May we learn from them and walk with them to the time when we 

shall stand reconciled before God. 

 

Lighting of the Rainbow Candle 

 

Lighting the Christ candle 

 Christ is risen! 

  Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 Thanks be to God! Alleluia! 

  Amen! Alleluia! 

 

Call to Worship Michael 

 Jesus Christ has ascended into the heavens, and sit at God’s right hand, 

while we are down here laboring doing the best that we can to survive. 

  God help us! 

We are keeping our heads above water, but (God forgive us) sometimes 

drowning seems to be an answer.  

 God help us! 

We keep our faith and trust in God in spite of how we are being treated. 

 God help us! 

God, we are your children, and we need you to help us. We believe in you 

and trust in your Holy Word! 

 God help us! 

Prayer of the Day Michael 

 Holy God, 

 send your promised Spirit of revelation and wisdom,  

so that, in the blessed freedom of hope,  

we may witness to the grace of forgiveness  

and sing with joy to the One who makes us one. Amen 

Hymn: VU 158 ”Christ is Alive” 

Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. 

The cross stands empty to the sky. 



Let streets and homes  with praises ring. 

Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 

 

Christ is alive!  No longer bound to distant years  

in Palestine, but saving, healing, here and now, 

and touching every place and time. 

 

In every insult, rift, and war, 

where colour, scorn, or wealth divide Christ suffers still,  

yet loves the more, and lives, where even hope has died. 

 

Women and men, in age and youth, 

can feel the Spirit, hear the call, and find the way,  

the life, the truth, revealed in Jesus, freed for all. 

 

Christ is alive, and comes to bring 

good news to this and every age, till earth and sky  

and ocean ring with joy, with justice, love and praise. 

 

Time with Children   Bill 

 

Hymn: # 477 VU “I Come with Joy” 

I come with joy, child of God, forgiven, loved and free, 
the life of Jesus to recall in love laid down for me, 
in love laid down for me. 
 
The Spirit of the risen Christ, unseen but ever near, 
is in such friendship better known, 
alive among us here, alive among us here. 
 
Together met, together bound by all that God has done, 
we’ll go with joy,to give the world 
the love that makes us one, the love that makes us one. 
 

We invite the children and their leaders into the breakout rooms. 

 
Confession of Sin and Assurance of Pardon  

Called to proclaim repentance, we are reluctant to look at our own failings.  

Invited to witness to God’s loving forgiveness of sins, we would rather not 

speak aloud of our own Let us trust in the One who offers us hope and 

healing as we pray together… 

 

Merciful God, 

in your gracious presence 

 we confess our sin and the sin of this world. 

Although we have found peace in Christ, 

we are a people divided against ourselves 

as we cling to the values of a broken world.  

The profits and pleasures we pursue 

lay waste the land and pollute the seas. 

The fears and jealousies that we harbour 

set neighbour against neighbour 

and nation against nation. 

We abuse your good gifts 



and have turned them into bonds of oppression. 

Heal us, forgive us and set us free 

to serve you in the world 

as agents of your reconciling love in Jesus Christ. Amen 

 

Choosing to set aside judgement, God gives us justice; 

choosing to let go of punishment, God fills us with peace; 

choosing to release anger, God’s steadfast love rests upon us. 

 Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

We Listen for the Word 

Scripture 

Acts 1:1-11 

1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught 

from the beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after 
giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 
chosen. 3After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 
convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking 
about the kingdom of God. 4While staying with them, he ordered them not 
to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” 
he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, 
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time 
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for 
you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 
authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were 
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While 
he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men 
in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from 
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven.” 

Sermon     Tim 

 

One: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn: MV 28 “God of the Bible” 

God of the Bible, God in the Gospel, hope seen in Jesus, hope yet to come, 
you are our centre, daylight or darkness freedom or prison, you are our home. 
 
R) Fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise,  
God always faithful, you do not change. 
 Fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise,  
God always faithful, you do not change. 
 
God in our struggles, God in our hunger, 
suffering with us, taking our part, still you empow’r us,  
mothering Spirit, feeding, sustaining, from your own heart. R) 
 



Those without status, those who are nothing, you have made royal,  
gifted with rights, chosen as partners, midwives of justice, 
birthing new systems, lighting new lights. R) 
 
Not by your finger, not by your anger will our world order change in a day,  
but by your people, fearless and faithful, 
small paper lanterns, lighting the way. R) 
 
Hope we must carry, shining and certain through all our turmoil, 
terror and loss, bonding us gladly one to the other, 
till our world changes facing the Cross. R) 
 

We Respond 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession Michael 

Prayers Shared from the Chat 

Lord’s Prayer (Sung VU 960) 

 

Acknowledging our Gifts for the work of God Bill 

We give thanks for your financial offerings made through: cash, cheques 

mailed or dropped off, Pre-Authorized Remittance and online donations, 

which together with your donations of time and work are used to further 

God’s mission through the work of the congregations here.  We present 

these gifts as a sign of thanksgiving to God from whom all blessings flow. 

 

Doxology: MV 185 “Ev’ry day is a Day of Thanksgiving.” 

Ev’ry day is a day of thanksgiving.  God, you’ve been so good to me. 
Ev’ry day you’re blessing me.  
 You know that ev’ry day is a day of thanksgiving. 
 I will glorify you, O My God, today! 
 
You keep blessing me, blessing me, blessing me. 
You opened the  door that I might see, you’re blessing me. 
And you keep blessing me, blessing me, blessing me. 
I will glorify you, O my God, today. 
 
Offertory Prayer 

Eternal God, our Saviour Jesus Christ  

has promised to be with us until the end of time.  

Accept all that we offer you this day, and renew us in his transfigured life,  

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Hymn: VU 507  “Today We are called to be Disciples” 

Today we all are called to be disciples of the Lord, 
to help to set the captive free, make ploughshare out of sword, 
to feed the hungry, quench their thirst, make love and peace our fast, 
to serve the poor and homeless first, our ease and comfort last. 
 
 
 
God made the world and at its birth ordained our human race 
to live as stewards of the earth, responding to God’s grace. 
But we are vain and sadly proud, we sow not peace but strife, 
our discord spreads a deadly cloud that threatens all of life. 



 
Pray justice may come rolling down as in a mighty stream, 
with righteousness in field and town to cleanse us and redeem. 
For God is longing to restore an earth where conflicts cease, 
a world that was created for a harmony of peace. 
 
May we in service to our God act out the living Word, 
and walk the road the saints have trod till all have seen and heard. 
As stewards of the earth may we give thanks in one accord  
to God who calls us all to be disciples of the Lord. 
 

Dismissal and Benediction Tim 

 

Sung Response: Sing Amen (VU 431) 

Sing amen: Amen, we praise your name, O God.   

Sing amen: Amen, we praise your name, O God.   

 

Sing amen: Amen, amen, amen, amen 

Amen we praise your name, O God. 
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